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Introduction, liv

• The Kilvey Hill skyline development has sparked significant debate 
within Swansea, raising important questions about the future of 
the city and the preservation of it’s natural environment. 

ThePhoto by PhotoAuthor is licensed under CCYYSA.



How The Kilvey 
Hill Skyline Will 
Benefit The 
Environment

• Renewable Energy

• Biodiversity protection and habitat enhancemet.

• Meet climate goals

• Positition itself as a leader in sustainable coastal cities.

Nicol



Renewable Energy • Generating clean power to protect the 
natural environment. Statistically proven, 
lower air pollutants that cause respiratory 
and cardiovascular diseases, potentially 
saving millions of lives annually.

• Cuts carbon emissions, reducing long 
term energy costs, enhance biodiversity 
and landscapes and deliver benefits to 
local communities.

• Renewables grew by about 15 % in 2024, 
meaning the clean energy transition is 
accelerating.

• Turbines are a lot quieter and more efficient 
than other models

Nicol



Biodiversity Biodiversity protection helps us understand 
what species are in that area for example, 
plants, birds and insects.

• Invasive species spreading

• Scrub choking out wildflowers

• Declining insect and bird diversity

• Regular ecological monitoring

• Funded habitat maintenance (not optional)

• Nature protection written into planning 
conditions

Benefits:

• Boosts pollinators (bees, butterflies, 
hoverflies)

• Supports birds and small mammals

• Improves soil health and carbon storage

Nicol



Meeting 
Climate Goals
• The biggest climate goal across the UK and Wales 

is net zero — reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
as close to zero as possible.

• Replaces electricity that would otherwise come 
from gas or coal

• Produces zero emissions during operation

• Cuts thousands of tonnes of CO₂ over its lifetime

• Increasing locally generated renewable capacity

• Reducing reliance on imported fossil fuels

• Helping Swansea Council meet its own climate 
emergency commitments

Nicol



Positition itself as a 
leader in sustainable 
coastal cities.

• Uses elevation and coastal winds for 
clean energy

• Understands coastal vulnerability

• Designs solutions rooted in its own 
landscape

• Treats nature as infrastructure, not 
scenery

Sustainable coastal cities attract:

• Green tech companies

• Research partnerships

• Universities and innovation funding

Nicol
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The Kilvey Hill Skyline 
Development is going to 
destroy the environment.

Ways in which the development 
will negatively impact the 
environment include:

• Destruction of natural habitats.

• Damage to the landscape.

• Disruption and harm to local 
wildlife.

• Environmental disruption to 
nearby communities.

Image from the Skyline Swansea website 
(Skyline Swansea, 2017). 



Deforestation.
• A number of pine trees are 

required to be removed for the 
developments to take place 
(Swansea.gov, 2022).

• Deforestation causes 
destruction to natural habitats 
and increases CO2 in the 
atmosphere. (Atlanta Tree 
Service, 2022).

• Deforestation is a global issue 
and does not need to be brought 
into Swansea.

Impacts of deforestation:
• Increase in climate change.
• Fast release of CO2.
• Eliminating habitats.
• Decreasing biodiversity



Is the Skyline Development 
worth the damage to 
natural habitats and local 
wildlife?

• As well as deforestation being a CO2 polluter, it’s 
also the cause of disruption to local wildlife.

• Example: Bird nesting seasons begins in August 
which is the month that the development began 
(Youle, 2025).

• Tourism degrades biodiversity which creates long 
term impacts for local areas (University of 
Luxembourg, 2024).

• Biodiversity is absolutely crucial, and our planet 
cannot survive without it. Every species plays a 
specific role (Knapp, 2019).



Environmental 
disruption for nearby 
communities.

• Operations are going to increase 
the risk of landslides (Facebook, 
2026).

• Noise pollution will increase 
during the development.

• The deterioration of the local 
environment will put Swansea in 
a state of decline (Butler, 2024).



Increase in tourism 
= an increase in 
CO2 emissions.

• 450,000 visitors are estimated to 
visit the development annually 
(Kilveyhill.co.uk, 2026).

• Contributes to noise pollution and 
creates a disruption for the locals.

• Traffic will increase and create an 
extortionate amount of CO2 emitted 
into the atmosphere.



We must protect our 
environment.

Overall reasons against the Kilvey Hill development:

• Deforestation will damage the environment.

• Loss of natural habitats and local wildlife.

• Noise pollution disrupting wildlife and 
communities.

• Increase in traffic is a result of more CO2 
emissions.
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The economic 
advantages of the 
Kilvey Hill 
development.

Today I am arguing in favour of the Kilvey 
Hill Skyline development, based purely on 
its economic benefits to Swansea. This 
argument is not about  personal opinion; it 
is about jobs, investment, and long-term 
economic growth in a city that needs 
sustainable opportunities.



Economic advantages 
of the Kilvey Hill Skyline 
Development.

• Proposal for a major leisure 
and tourism attraction on 
Kilvey Hill

• Includes a cable car, 
outdoor activities, and 
visitor facilities. 

• My argument focuses only 
on economic benefits for 
Swansea.



Job Creation – boosting 
employment in Swansea
• Around 478 during construction

• Over 100 permanent jobs once open

• Jobs in:

• Construction, tourism/ 
hospitality, maintaince/ management

Why this matters?

• Helps reduce youth unemployment

• Creates local jobs for many including 
students and graduates

• Keeps skilled workers in swansea



Tourism and 
visitor spending 

Increasing tourism revenue

• Estimated up to 450,000 visitors per 
year

• Many visitors expected from outside 
Swansea and Wales

• Visitors spend money on 
accommodation, restaurants, trans
port, and shops

The economic impact:

• More visitors = more money flowing 
into the local economy 

• Supports small and medium sized 
local bussiness.



Long term economic 
growth
Long term financial benefits:

• Projected £84 million added to Swansea's economy 
over 15 years

• Measured using gross value added (GVA)

• Supported by £4 million Welsh Government 
Investment

Why this is important:

• Shows government confidence in the project

• Encourages future private investment in Swansea

• Creates lasting economic benefits, not just short-
term gains.



Effcient use of land 
and infrastructure
Smart economic planning:

• Uses existing infrastructure at 
Landore park and ride

• Concentrates development in one 
area

• Reduces the need for costly 
development/ expansion elsewhere

Economic advantage:

• Lower infrastructure costs

• Higher economic return from a single 
attraction site

• More efficient use of public mone



Conclusion.

Why the Kilvey Hill development makes economic sense?
• Creates jobs
• Attracts visitors and spending 
• Adds long-term value to Swansea's economy
• Increases investment confidence

Economic growth is essential for the future of Swansea so the Kilvey 
hill development is an opportunity to achieve it.
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Economic disadvantages 
of the development of the 
Kilvey Hill Skyline 

These are the topics I am going to be talk 
about:

• Economic disadvantages

• Financial risks

• Job creation disadvantages

• Tourism and visitor disadvantages

• Long term economic disadvantages



3 overall economic 
disadvantages of the Kilvey 
Hill skyline development.

• The developers claim that this project will only 
take up 9% of Kilvey Hill but this has been misled 
as the development will actually take up 37% of 
the publicly accessible land, including the hilltop 
area as well.

• Noise pollution during the development and 
opening of the skyline will disrupt the 
surrounding areas of Kilvey Hill, this can 
decrease the  areas appeal for peacefulness, 
leading to the effect of economic viability.

• This development is hoping to attract 450,000 
annual visitors to this attraction, but this figure is 
misaligned with Swansea's tourism trends, which 
can create situations where the develop does not 
attract visitors and contribute to the local 
economy.



Financial risks of the Kilvey Hill Skyline Development

The Welsh Government is funding £4 Million into this project but this can lead to the public funds going to 
waste on a development of uncertain success.

There has been similar development plans around Wales that has not succeeded even with the Welsh 
Governments funding, such as:

Over £1.6 Million was invested into a leading Martial Arts Centre in Llangollen in 2013, the proposal did not go 
through because the money had been wasted due to the government's procedural failures.

A Bala Hertiage centre had been closed after 3 years of opening, despite the £3.4 million that was invested by 
the Welsh Government.

Near Ebbw Vale there was supposadly going to be a world class race  



Social and Community 
Impacts 

A New start for Kilvey Hill 
By Niamh McAuliffe(2503286)



• Kilvey Hill was once a by product of 
industrial damage, however is ready 
for it’s new chapter as the peoples park 
for the 21st Century.

• Social Equity: The development will be 
beneficially to those that aren’t just 
physically fit to make the journey up 
the hill but for those who have been 
restricted for doing so.

• Skyline Enterprises previous 
development in Rotorua(Skyline, 2017b) 
and Queenstown (Skyline, 2017a) that 
has been there for 50 years have turned 
into the beating hearts of those 
communities.



Social Impacts of 
the Kilvey Hill 
Skyline 
Development

• Attracting over 450,000 
annual visitors- 
contributing towards the 
local community.

• Butlers TALC 
Develpoment stage. 
(Stainton.H, 2023)

• Creating an extra 100+ 
jobs and 
apprenticeship roles-
keeping young people 
a reason to stay.

Regeneration for the local 
area and investing in 
maintaining well used 
routes:
• Bike Trails
• Cycle paths 

Stainton, 2023)



• Universal Access: 
Gondalas providing a 
mobility tool for young 
families, elderly people 
and the disabled.

Inclusivity & 
Social Equilty 

• Community: 91% of the hill 

remains untouched. 

• Existing trails are 

maintained by the Skyline 

Development at there 

expense.

• Local People: Recieve discounted 

annual passes(£20-£40) to ensure the 

space continues as a community asset.

(Skyline,2017)



Future Proofing 
the Community

• Education Hub: The hill is a ‘living 

classroom’. Accessible for local schools and 

universities to use providing a space for 

anyone and everyone.

• Skyline’s NZ “Care Teams” who lead 

local conservation and education 

projects- showing that community 

and sustainability share the same 

interests.

To conclude:

• Swansea deserves the recognition 

for it’s history and community pride 

resulting in a brighter future.

(Harry, 2023)
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Negative community impacts

• 478 jobs in construction  – contributing to noise pollution – 
interfering with visitors and wildlife

: increase stress and anxiety among locals and wildlife (higher stress levels 
were found in noisy urban settings: the royal society)

: disruptions to local businesses and travel in the area

: risk of hearing loss 

• “Current trails will be unaffected, maintain free and public” (Skyline) – 
No acknowledgement of existing informal paths which cross the 
development area – Trails are affected, disrupting regular routines, dog 
walkers, horse riders, etc. 

• 60 local communities regularly use the hill – rest of Swansea do not – 
Skyline offering discounted tickets – they have no interest in even 
visiting it 



Locals are the one impacted, whilst businesses thrive

• Loss of a heritage location for locals - they personally 
restored and planted tress 

• Dr Susan Lyle (Swansea Climate Action Network) 

: most of the ground is poisoned

: trees that have grown are native – questioning skylines 
proposal of planting trees 

: taking away trees (natural resources) + increase of 
concrete can cause more floodings

• Open space society, Britians oldest national 
conservation body: 

“Commercializing an area of countryside” 

“Planning officer recognises the harm to the landscape, but 
it is outweighed by cumulative benefits”

Swansea council flood plan documents

• Multiple locations showcasing history of flooding

• The locals will be the ones who suffer the most

Rhiane



Rhiane



Against
Rhiane
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Conclusion, liv 
• In conclusion, the proposed development on Kilvey Hill present is a complex balance of 

environmental, social and economic impacts. Environmentally while the development could 
support renewable energy generation and contribute to Wales sustainability targets, it also 
risks damaging natural habitats, altering the landscape, and affecting local wildlife. Kilvey hill 
is valued for its natural beauty and biodiversity meaning any environmental harm could be 
difficult to reverse.

• Overall while the development offers clear economic and environmental advantages the 
renewable energy and job creation these must be carefully weighed against the 
environmental damage and social concerns of local residence. A well planned approach that 
minimise environmental harm, involves community, consultation, and protects the natural 
landscape would be essential if the development on Kilvey Hill is to be justified.

ThePhoto by PhotoAut hor is licensed under CCYYSA.



Thank you for listening! 
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