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Describe how specific Learning Difficulties in literacy impact on learning and achievement. 


A ‘Specific Learning Difficulty' refers to a problem that people have with different aspects of learning. The most common SpLDs are Dyslexia, Dyspraxia, Attention Deficit Disorder, Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, Dyscalculia and Dysgraphia. 
Dyslexia has many definitions and descriptions. The NHS UK website explains that ‘Dyslexia is a common learning difficulty that can cause problems with reading, writing and spelling.’
Literacy is an integral part to a child’s education. If a child is illiterate it is most likely they will have low self-esteem which could translate into behavioral issues. As frustration of feeling different from their peers and being unable to understand the world as others do. Within this essay the main points will be focusing on the key characteristics of Dyslexia, the impact it has towards learning the emotional development and to understand and how to support individuals with Dyslexia. 

Dyslexia is a complexed condition which has a range of characteristics that may or may not be shown in every child that has dyslexia. There are different levels of dyslexia which range from mild to severe with even mild dyslexia effecting a child’s ability to learning. If the child is severely dyslexic the impact on their learning capabilities will be seriously affected. ‘Dyslexia in children is manifested primarily through literacy difficulties’ (Lawrence, 2009, p.20). 
Some of the key characteristics of dyslexia that will cause learning difficulties in literacy are slow learning of speech, an inability to learn letters, their sounds and recognise formed words. Having the ability to organize their written work and complete a task within a certain time. 
A young child that has a difficulty learning to talk will be struggling with sounds. They will miss pronounce words, a child can be corrected on the pronunciation but still repeat the wrong sound. It is then common for a child showing these signs of delayed speech to be referred for speech therapy. 
If a child is unable to phonetically recognize sounds this will have an effect on their ability to read and write. As every letter has a specific sound that needs to be recognized to form a word. 
When writing a child with dyslexia may struggle with the letters b and d often using them in the wrong context, sometimes placing them back to front. They will often be confused by many words in a sentence starting with the same letter and confuse similar words such as saw and was.
Word recognition is hard when a child cannot use phonics correctly and will often find memorizing of words difficult thus effecting their ability to read and write. 
Structuring their writing, for example not starting on the left-hand side of the page but having a tendency to start in the middle of the page. The use of grammar is often nonexistent and good hand writing skills are rarely possessed so their work becomes unstructured. 
Often a child is unable to work at the same speed as other students completing the same task due to processing and concentration levels. Often their attention span is shorter to others the same age. 
Teaching strategies then need to be used to encourage a child to stay focus and complete the task this will then make the child feel accomplished therefore building self-esteem, as a child with dyslexia will often suffer with low self-esteem and struggle with motivation as they often fail a task that is given. 
All children with dyslexia will need to be taught with specific strategies for them to be able reach their full potential. 
As stated by dyslexia.com “Class teachers dealing with dyslexic children need to be flexible in their approach, so that they can, as far as possible, find a method that suits the pupil, rather than expecting that all pupils will learn in the same way.” 
The two main strategies for teaching a child to spell and read are Auditory (phonics) and Visual ( look and say). Most children with dyslexia will have extreme difficulty with phonics. Teaching a child only by this strategy, if this is their core deficit will likely lead to frustration and feelings of failure. Such children that struggle to understand phonics will use their visual memory more for both reading and spelling and will have formed that pattern from an early age. Children that have a difficulty with visual sequences usually are able to understand and use phonics and use phonics to decode words but will struggle with the writing of the word. It must be recognised that a child can have a difficulty with both phonics and visual strategy.
It is very important to find a strategy that suits the child to develop their skill of phonics and look and say as these are the core skills for reading. The eventual outcome would be to develop whole word reading as this allows the quick recall of words and their recongised meaning thus developing quick reading.
Hall, 2009, pg74 states that games can be a very productive way of learning. The purpose of the game is to increase motivation and engagement. ‘This is more likely to happen through games than memorising words or analyzing sounds to form words.’ 
Interactive white boards, touch tables and tablets can be used by all pupils while not singling out individuals with dyslexia whilst they benefit.
A child may already have tried to learn in a certain way and failed so will now associate learning with hard work and failure. Playing games should stimulate interest in a new way of learning. ‘Play can produce intense involvement and quality of concentration no other teaching method can match.’ Petty (234)

Once a child has been diagnosed with dyslexia the areas of weakness will be highlighted and Teaching methods should be adapted so the child can be taught using a specific method proven to enhance learning. Using the strengths of the child not just concentrating on the weakness will enable the child to take some positivity from the lesson. A child that struggles with spelling could have a spelling book listing spellings they know but may want to check for reassurance when writing. Spellings they do not know but use regularly will also be included within the book so they reference when writing and learn as they use them. This grows confidence as they are able to self manage their work. It is common for a child to struggle with reading and writing when words are written on white paper with black ink as words can jump out of place and join up. Coloured paper can be used for writing on and transparent coloured sheets or a reading ruler can be placed over pages to stop words moving making reading easier. Enabling a child to use these aids will strengthen learning building self esteem but can also cause embarrassment so encouragement may be needed.
Often a child with dyslexia will be paired with a child without a SpLD but the concentration limit of the child with dyslexia and the feeling they may have of being inferior to their peer may not make the pairing work. In this circumstance, a teaching assistant can be used to either pair up with the dyslexic child or join the original pairing. The teaching assistant can encourage reading, rephrase and simplify the task. 
Although a child with dyslexia will benefit by receiving more  teaching time this will draw attention to themselves and their difficulties will be highlighted to others. They will also be given a special educational needs coordinator to manage their educational needs (SENCO). This may make them feel inferior to their peers and create low self esteem.

Dyslexia can often be undiagnosed leaving the child suffering with dyslexia frustrated with their learning capabilities. That frustration will often manifest in behavioral issues. Parents and teachers alike may lose interest in helping the child and their expectations for the child’s future will lower. The child will be left misunderstood and develop low self esteem.
With adequate training a teacher should be able to recognize the signs of dyslexia and refer the child for assessment. An early diagnose will enable the right teaching strategies to be used therefore enabling the child’s learning path to be easier and more fulfilling.
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