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Amber Phillips
ECAD4011
Curriculum Matters
Part B
Introduction 
The purpose of my assignment is promoting a theme or traditional tale as a stimulus and consider how you might embed the six areas of learning and experience and the four purposes. My chosen tale is Little Red Riding Hood. I have chosen this tale because I think it has a very important message behind it, not to speak to strangers. Donaldson teaches us to link lessons to children’s lives. This is a very important lesson in life and needs to be taught also I can relate a lot of activates around it. The method of cross curriculum teaching I have focused on is Health Education. [1] People and their ways of life Learning to take responsibility for one’s own health and that of their family and community Mental, as well as physical health. From the six areas of learning my lesson promotes expressive arts, language and communication.
Main Body 
 The activities I intend to carry out in my traditional tailed themed lesson are the hot seat activity, where the children will choose to be a character from the book, sit in the hot seat one at a time and let the rest of the class ask question too them, making sure they answer all of them, some of the questions the children ask will have to be in Welsh. Then the children will be handed a script with the story on it which will include blank spaces they will have to fill in the blank spaces with conjunctions to complete the story of Little Red Riding Hood. Then they will be given the task to create a wanted poster on one of the characters in the book, in this instance the wolf. They will have to draw a picture of the wolf to improve creative development skills and use describing words to write a paragraph about him. They will be given the option to complete this task on the computers to give them a chance to develop their digital competence. Finally, they must write a postcard to the granny pretending to be Little Red Riding Hood telling her what they can smell, feel, see and hear this will develop their literacy skills. The areas of learning that are being covered here are creative development, literacy skills and digital competence. Cross curriculum teaching be one of the best methods of teaching. Barnes (2015) states that cross-curricular learning recognises these multiple viewpoints and seeks to build more knowledgeable, lasting and transferable understandings of the world around us. Cross-curricular teaching and learning has a long history. Plato referred to the importance of linking emotional, practical and intellectual skills, combining music and movement, drama and literature, philosophy and politics. The educational luminaries of the Enlightenment, like Comenius, Rousseau, Froebel, Pestalozzi, each in their way championed cross-curricular approaches. There are six ways of using more than one subject to respond to a problem, theme or issue. They all have different aims and result in different learning opportunities. These are tokenistic cross-curricular approaches, hierarchical cross-curricular teaching and learning, multidisciplinary cross-curricular teaching and learning, interdisciplinary cross-curricular teaching and learning, opportunistic cross-curricular teaching and learning and finally double focus cross-curricular teaching and learning. Cross-curricular approaches are highly motivating and able to raise standards in all subjects. Learning must be made an existential experience; it must have personal meaning to be deeply rooted. Meaningful or ‘powerful’ experiences are possible in and out of the classroom and are significant starting points for learning, as are opportunities to put learning into practice (Perkins 2010). There’re normally no time restraints in learning in cross curriculum can range in a day, term or even a whole academic year. Also, it promotes creativity cross curriculum learning is a powerful way to generate creative thinking. In cross curriculum work the intention is to progress learning at all levels. Therefor it aims to assess attitudes towards and progress in understanding oneself and others, understanding essential local issues to the community, collaboration and understanding global issues. This is because cross curriculum Is the only approach that allows this to take place (Rowley and Cooper 2009). However, some see cross curriculum teaching as deemed risky, they argue the school and teacher pressure with too much emphasis on target, levels and stats. Barnes (2012) subject progression is difficult to achieve eve when only two subjects are involved, it is almost impossible with three of more. Barnes and Shirley (2007) Many teachers have had limited experience of cross curriculum work as a pupil or subsequently during their school-based training. There is too much prescribed content in the current curriculum the trend has been to add more and more content with too little regard the partialities and expertise needed to teach it effectively (DFE 2009). In the absence of high standards, a progressive programme can rapidly become an excuse for laziness laissez-faire producers and even anarchy (Gardener 1993 p195).  Cross-curricular learning is not without its dangers. In past manifestations spurious links were often made between too many subjects, and little sense of progression or subject record keeping was possible (see Alexander et al. 1992). Donaldson (2015) states that the challenge for teaching posed by the Cross-curriculum Responsibilities will be to maintain the focus on these responsibilities within teaching and learning so that their application becomes natural and authentic rather than an add-on. the Areas of Learning and Experience in the proposed curriculum should not be distinct entities or timetabled subject areas, nor should the Cross-curriculum Responsibilities and wider skills be developed in isolation. He believes that instead they should all be promoting connections and unity within and between the Areas of Learning and Experience. By embedding the Cross-curriculum Responsibilities and wider skills in each Area of Learning and Experience the new structure gives clear signals about related teaching approaches. The intention is to release the creativity and energy of teachers to provide rich learning for children and young people
I will be promoting YCC in my lesson by using Welsh phrases when playing the hot seat activity, the children will have to ask at least two questions in welsh. I will promote DCF when the children are creating their postcards, they will be given the option to work on the computers. I will be promoting LNF by allowing the children to fill in the script with conjunctions, also when writing a postcard. The six areas of learning are scientific and technological understanding, creative and expressive arts, physical well being health and lifestyle, historical global social and spiritual understanding, communication languages and literacy and maths economics and enterprise. My lesson will promote these themes by bringing in aspects of creative and expressive arts when the children must create a wanted poster they will be using their creative ability and expressing themselves using a range of colour and texture if they wish. They will also have to use creativity when acting out a character for the hot seat activity, this allows children to express their personalities and come out of their shells and learn through a different way. They will also develop creativity when it comes to writing the postcard and the children must explain what they feel, see, hear and smell. The children can be as creative as they want when writing this, but it gives them the option to really explore with writing this will also develop writing skills to write a postcard. My theme promotes physical wellbeing health and lifestyle by teaching the children not to speak to strangers, the moral of the story. Communication, language and literacy is being developed by the pupils communicating with each other in the hot seat activity, also when reading out a script this developed the children’s language skills as the had to use the language in the script, this developed their literacy skills throughout as they had to read the scripts and use the appropriate literacy when writing the postcard. Finally, I developed maths, economics and enterprise by the children doing the four tasks to complete the enterprise topic. My theme links into Donaldson’s four purposes, ambitious, capable learners who are ready to learn throughout their lives. Enterprising, creative contributors who are ready to play a full part in life and work. Ethical, informed citizens who are ready to be citizens of Wales and the world. And healthy and confident individuals who are ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued member of society. My theme links into children’s lives just as Donaldson has stated because it gives the moral story of not to speak to strangers, every child can apply it to daily life event and every child will benefit from the outcome of the lesson.

Conclusion 
The theme is appropriate because in the tale of Little Red Riding Hood it teaches the children not to speak to strangers which is an essential life skill as Donaldson states to make learning personal to the children. It suits the age range and the activities are planned well throughout cross curriculum. The activities I have chosen are all very different and promote a range of skills for the children. They are all beneficial and develop different strategies to learn. My lesson includes the six areas and experiences of learning, Donaldson’s four purposes YCC, DCF and LNF. My theme can be taught cross curriculum and developed in new ways. The implication for further teaching would be to plan the lesson into a variety of activities to engage the children throughout the lesson. I would like to see the children gained knowledge and understanding from the theme and activities. To promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of the pupils and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. My aim is to have successful learners, responses towards learning and knowledge, confident individuals, Responsible citizens, competent young adults’ responses covering life-skills and finally healthy minds and bodies responses relating to the need for schools to foster mental and physical well-being.  Learning provides appropriate challenge in ways that will raise overall standards of achievement promote coherence and encourage children and young people to make connections across different aspects of their learning, to enable children and young people to apply in unfamiliar contexts what they have learned, to promote sustained attention to the development and application of knowledge and skills in literacy, numeracy and digital competence and to ensure appropriate emphasis on the Welsh language and culture. There has been an international trend in recent years towards using ‘areas of learning’ as curriculum organisers, sometimes combining disciplinary learning and wider capabilities or capacities. Overall I think my traditional tale is embeds most of the six areas of learning, Donaldson’s four purposes are being covered and link into my activities. The topic can be taught throughout cross curriculum activities and in a range of different subjects.
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