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United Nations Convention on The Rights of the Child (UNCRC)
The UNCRC is an international agreement created in November 1989 by the United Nations that is a legally-binding agreement between 194 countries who signed up to follow 54 articles  that aims to protect the rights of children. These articles cover a wide range of scope to protect the civil, political,  economic, social and cultural rights of every child. (Save the Children, 2019). The only 2 nations who have not signed up to the UNCRC are Somalia and the United States of America (Kingdom and Gourd, 2014).




Article 3
Everybody who works with children should always do what’s best for each child (Children’s Commissioner for Wales. 2019).


According to UNICEF (No date) Article 3 states  that the best interests of the child must be the focal point of any of the decisions and actions made that affect the child in question.

Within our school policies at Parkland Primary School (2018) it is stated that we work to provide  a secure environment where the child  can attend and flourish.

Article 3 has a major involvement for children in Wales and according to Children’s Rights Wales (2016) children have a right to quality education. As a result, every child in Wales has the right to attend school and whilst there be treated well and receive the best education available to them.

According to Lansdown (2011) when taking into consideration what is best for the child alongside Article 12 , it is important that when decisions are made regarding the child, we as practitioners need to have the best interests  at mind whilst considering any wishes expressed by the child, but also need to take into account the child’s capabilities and maturity.






Article 12 
The right to say what you think should happen and be listened to (Children’s Commissioner for Wales. 2019).

Article 12 of the UNCRC allows every child to have the right to express their feelings, views and wishes in any matter that affects them. (UNICEF, No date).

According to the Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland (2019) Article 12 is a key article in the UNCRC and this article applies to everyone everywhere and that the opinion of a child or young person needs to be considered in all environments from their home to schools to workplaces. 

Within the Curriculum for Wales: Foundation phase frame work (2015) Article 12 has a key focus as the child is encouraged to use their voice  when partaking in activities that allows them to communicate their ideas, beliefs and values. As a result this means every child in the Foundation Phase is getting the opportunity to be heard through their education.

Within Wales children have many rights due to the UNCRC and Article 12 is one of the main rights stated by Children’s Rights Wales (2016). It is stated that a child has the right to be listened to regarding  decisions that affect them and their lives, as a result it is important that we implement this within our environment to ensure the best situation for the child in question.

Article 18
Both parents share responsibility for bringing up their children, and they should always think about what is best for each child.  (Children’s Commissioner for Wales. 2019).

Article 18 of the UNCRC states both parents share a responsibility for bringing up their child and that Governments must offer support systems to parents who require it . (UNICEF, No date). 

According to Family lives (No Date) An adult with parental responsibilities is responsible for the care and well-being of their child. They can have a say on important decisions regarding the child such as home, educational , medical issues and more.

According to the Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (2017) The creation of a Parenting plan can be useful when parents have separated. The Parenting plan can be created between the parents of the child to clarify arrangements required to be put in place, without the need of going to court. If required a meeting with our pastoral worker and both parents can help get the process started.

By listening to Bombèr (2007) thoughts on attachment, the role of the parents for a child is important if they are able to form a secure  attachment then it is possible that parents and key-workers can work together to help the child to learn whilst supporting them to think differently and to take control of their feelings and behaviour, which will make their time  throughout their early educational years a more beneficial experience for later life.












Article 31
Your right to relax and play (Children’s Commissioner for Wales. 2019).

Article 31 of the UNCRC states that every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of activities (UNICEF, No Date). Within our environment we can work to deliver this by playing in class, in the playground and also in the school fields. 

Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities.

According to the Foundation Phase curriculum (2015)  Children practice and consolidate their learning through play. As a result it allows them to solve problems, take calculated risks and make decisions for themselves or within groups.

Learning through play is one of the main techniques that children learn through as it helps develop their abilities and own understanding  (Family Lives, No date).

According to Estyn (2018) by looking into  research, children’s behaviour up to seven years old and the use of the Foundation Phase framework helps set out an active and experimental approach to their learning which can have beneficial impacts on the child’s wellbeing.  As a result if we take on Estyn’s advice in our environment hopefully the child will benefit by being able to relax and play. 

If we can deliver an environment where the child can relax and play, then hopefully the child will benefit greatly from being in the educational environment provided to them. 









Conclusion: 
To conclude the information within this briefing paper and the analysis of the specific UNCRC articles included within, it is clear that they all highlight the magnitude of the individuals opportunity to express their voice and to be the centre of the decisions being made, if we as Practitioners want to successfully inform and respect the right of each individual child in our care.
It is important for each and every individual who works within the learning setting to ensure the child’s safety and well-being is paramount when taking into consideration the individual needs and any decisions made regarding them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]By following the Foundation Phase framework (2015) within the learning environment it is possible to teach the child about their rights given to them by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of  the Child, whilst also giving them the opportunity to make decisions for themselves through their learning. 
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