Give a detailed account of Alexander’s encounter with Talestris in the sources and include analysis of reasons for the differences. Focus upon Walter of Châtillon, Alexandreis 8.1-48; Quintus Curtius Rufus 6.5.24-32; Historia de preliis pp77-9. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This essay is a detailed account of Alexander the Great’s encounter with the Amazon Queen, Talestris and will include analysis on any differences that there may be between the various sources. The first source is The History of Alexander by Quintus Curtius Rufus who was a Roman historian writing in the 1st century AD.[footnoteRef:1] Walter of Châtillon was writing in the 12th century and his work on the Alexandreis according to Maura Lafferty “signals his desire to claim a place for his epic along with those of the classical period”.[footnoteRef:2] The Historia de Preliis is a combination of different works which means that there is not just one voice throughout the work.[footnoteRef:3] This results in the work having multiple agendas.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  Lafferty, 2011, p.185.
  Curt, History of Alexander.6.5.24-32.]  [2:  Lafferty, 2011, p.187.
   Walter, Alexandreis. 8.1-48]  [3:   Leo of Naples, Historia de Preliis.]  [4:  Stoneman, 2011, p.18.] 

Curtius’s and Walter’s accounts are extremely similar and follow the same narrative, however Walter’s takes the form of a poem. Curtius starts his account with Talestris sending messengers to Alexander in order to arrange a meeting.[footnoteRef:5] Curtius writes that when she met with the king she brought with her over 300 Amazons and in her hands, she held two lances.[footnoteRef:6] Similarly, Walter echoes this as he writes that the queen “approached the camp with a virgin retinue” and then descended from her horse with two spear shafts.[footnoteRef:7] In Walter’s version, she gazes upon Alexander and wonders “where the great virtue of the unvanquished prince might lie concealed” suggesting that physically, he was not impressive.[footnoteRef:8] Similarly in both versions, she told him that she wishes to have a child with him but that she would only keep a daughter and if they had a son, the baby would be sent to him. After this, they spent thirteen nights in each other’s company before parting.[footnoteRef:9] [5:  Curt, History of Alexander.6.5.24-32.]  [6:  Curt, History of Alexander.6.5.24-32.]  [7:  Walter, Alexandreis. 8.1-48]  [8:  Walter, Alexandreis. 8.1-48]  [9:  Curt, History of Alexander.6.5.24-32.
   Walter, Alexandreis. 8.1-48] 

[bookmark: _Hlk29837796]The Historia de Preliis is very different when compared to the two other sources as instead of the two figures meeting in person they correspond using letters. The first correspondence starts off with Alexander writing about who he is and the deeds he has accomplished, such as beating Darius, and he demands that Talestris pays tribute to him.[footnoteRef:10] Talestris replies by describing where the Amazons live and the ways in which they live, such as how men and women live separately. She also states that if Alexander conquers them there will be no glory in it, almost as if she is trying to ensure that they are protected from his designs.[footnoteRef:11] Alexander replies by stating that he has no wish to fight them and that he just only wants to arrange a meeting. Talestris sends tribute to Alexander which includes ten horses.[footnoteRef:12] It is never stated if they ever met in person only that after peace was established Alexander left.[footnoteRef:13] [10:  Leo of Naples, Historia de Preliis. p.77.]  [11:  Leo of Naples, Historia de Preliis. p.78.]  [12:  Leo of Naples, Historia de Preliis. p.79.]  [13:  Leo of Naples, Historia de Preliis. p.79.] 

The first two sources discussed are extremely similar and Walter of Châtillon, according to Maura Lafferty, was extremely well-read and the main source for his poem was Curtius himself.[footnoteRef:14] Townsend also confirms this but suggests that Walter would often digress from Curtius and modify some details, perhaps to better fit the form of an epic poem.[footnoteRef:15] However, it is clear that the Historia de Preliis was not influenced in the same way as the encounter is presented entirely differently. The only main differences between the first two accounts are the way in which they are presented with Curtius’s version being more of a historical account, even if some aspects are fictitious. This can be seen as he includes a lot more background information such as where Alexander had come from before the meeting. In comparison, Walter’s is presented in the form of a poem which is testament to the style of writing in the 12th century, which was a romantic heroic literature, as such Walter seems to have modified Curtius’s information to fit the epic poetry mould.[footnoteRef:16] [14:  Lafferty, 2011, p.185.]  [15:  Townsend, 1995, p.257.]  [16:  Mcarthy et al, 2019.] 

One main difference between the texts is the way that Alexander is portrayed. In the Historia de Preliis he is shown to be a more assured of himself as well as having a more ruthless side. This can be seen as he demands that Talestris pay him tribute, whereas in the other two accounts he is more reserved and less demanding.[footnoteRef:17] Perhaps Curtius and Walter chose to present him in this way in order to cast a more heroic picture of Alexander rather than the tyrannical way he is presented in the Preliis. In a Different way, Walter provides a moral lesson, in conjunction with the theme of epic poetry in the middle ages, in that although Alexander does not look all that impressive physically, he is still a great warrior and has done many heroic deeds despite his physical limitations. [17:  Leo of Naples, Historia de Preliis. p.79.] 

A possible reason as to why the authors present different accounts is that they are different types of historians and writers. Elizabeth Baynham states that Curtius followed the Roman tradition of presenting a moral story with a lesson to be learned as well as a distorting “his source material in his search for stylistic elegance” at the expense of any historical accuracy.[footnoteRef:18] As stated before, Walter’s was also written in the style of the period from which he was from and he would have taken the material from his source and adapted it to fit the narrative he was trying portray. Perhaps the author of this part of the Preliis wanted to take a stylised approach and decided to depict the encounter as a series of letters rather than them actually meeting face to face. These stylised approaches resulted in each encounter differing as they needed the encounter to fit their narrative and agenda. [18:  Bayham, 1998, p.59.] 

To conclude, each author is writing using the popular style of their time, Curtius in the Roman tradition and Walter in the form of epic poetry. The fact that the Historia de Preliis is written by multiple authors gives it its own style and could be different, when compared to the others, in order to present an alternative account of what happened. This results in differences in the way the two figures are portrayed and the moral lessons and themes throughout the various accounts.
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