[image: ]


MODULE CODE:ECAD5011

STUDENT NAME: Annabella Gibbons

STUDENT NUMBER: 2305499







AI Acknowledgement

I confirm that I have not used any AI tools in the research and creation of this assignment. 
I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. 
I confirm that I have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide in evidence.













Targets from my previous assignment

	Target
	How I have addressed it in this work

	Read even more relevant and peer reviewed books and journal articles when researching. 


	Throughout, my assignment I have thoroughly research more relevant literature in regard to my assignment question this includes, journals, books and websites to expand my knowledge and research.






Choose an intervention that supports the learning and development of a pupil / group of pupils. Reflect critically on its potential and the possible challenges that may arise.

[bookmark: _Int_dPBBrprG][bookmark: _Int_ypYWMSGv][bookmark: _Int_TS1OJ4NE]Intervention in most basic terms refers to the application of professional skills to maintain or improve a child’s development (Suran and Rizzo, 1979). This application of professional skills highlights the use of various interventions used to cater to a variety of different children’s needs to enhance their holistic development. Schorr’s, (1988) states how intervention is the systematic attempt to alter the course of development from either its established or predicted path. Thus, displaying how intervention is a clear strategy designed to change how a child is developing in response to a holistic concern which in turn allows for growth and development in this specific area. Intervention is crucial in early education as it is an act of assistance in guiding pupils in certain areas of concern for instance, numeracy, emotional, language, social or physical development (Schiefelbusch, 1981). Therefore, the main purpose of intervention in education is to support pupils engage in all levels of academic achievement which is reached through various strategies which aid pupils in overcoming barriers to learning and thus, develop new skills and overall enhance their academic attainment. 
[bookmark: _Int_mWyfLujL][bookmark: _Int_b5toJoGT]Through, this assignment I will be concentrating on a pupil, under the false name of Rhydian in compliance with BERA guidelines to preserve the pupil’s right to anonymity (BERA, 2018). Rhydian is a nine-year-old boy and is currently in year 5, he has difficulty when reading and writing and often has an idiosyncratic way of spelling a variety of words. When reading he also finds it challenging to break words into sounds and struggles to decode the words. However, Rhydian enjoys talking and expressing his opinions and ideas, and very much prefers hands on learning and is highly intelligent when it comes to mathematical problem solving. To support Rhydian in his language and literacy development I have chosen the intervention of multi-sensory learning. Multi-sensory learning is a process which refers to structuring a lesson to engage more than one of a pupil’s sense whilst learning. It incorporates the use of visual, auditory, and kinesthetics – tactile modalities to support pupils in their reading and writing skills, (Schukraft, 2020). Glazzard, (2019) states that there are multiple strategies within multi-sensory learning to aid a pupil's development in language and literacy for instance, air writing on palm of hand or someone else’s back, sand writing, blending boards and use of assistive technology. Due to a variety of strategies to support development in language and literacy skills I have chosen this intervention of multi sensory learning for Rhydian as it is the most suitable one for Rhydian to engage fully with learning as he enjoys being active which multi-sensory supports as it encourages pupils to learn through movement and activities that involve touch. Therefore, it is the best intervention to support Rhydian as it allows for information to be stored in more than one, seeing, hearing, and doing which thus, will make it much easier to retain and recall information which will aid Rhydian in developing his language and literacy skills.

[bookmark: _Int_IlHz49Gl]The chosen aspect in which Rhydian, is accentuating his learning and development is his language skills. Language is the principal method of human communication in which it consists of words used in a structure and conventional way that are conveyed through speech, writing and gesture (Oxford University Press, 2022). Cope and Kalantis eds, (2000), states that children learn language through the systems and codes of language therefore, suggesting that it is not just oral and written but also visual, gestural, and spatial. Through this understanding of developing language is significant to Rhydian’s development and understanding as his chosen intervention allows him to see language visually which deepens his understanding and enhances his learning.  
[bookmark: _Int_uBj7YXpx][bookmark: _Int_SsKJnZzH][bookmark: _Int_1NvvsfRd][bookmark: _Int_Q75IebgW][bookmark: _Int_h9Z2547Y]A crucial factor in developing language is the sheer amount of language that children hear is of major importance to developing their language skills (Ambridge et al, 2015). Therefore, suggesting how environment and guardians/ parents and teachers play a vital role in enhancing language development, as Ambridge et al (2015) further argues that children with advanced learning skills have parents who talk more at home, as talkative parents create talkative children. Similarly, Skinner (1957), supports this argument as he states that language is primarily developed and learnt at home using imitation. Therefore, highlighting that language is learnt through an environmental influence as children learn language based on behaviourist reinforcement principles by associating words with meanings. For instance, when a chid says ‘milk’ a parent or guardian will smile and give the child some milk, which will result in the child finding this outcome rewarding and thus, enhance the child’s language development (Ambridge and Lieven, 2011). Moreover, the example portrays skinner (1957) argument as he states that children learn language through mimicking speech that they hear and continue this when they receive positive feedback for correct usage. Yet, my chosen pupil, Rhydian has difficulty recognising and manipulating sounds therefore, when his parents or guardians spoke to him, he found it challenging to hear and reproduce these words accurately. Bruner (1961), believed that children are born with an ability to develop language but they require regular interaction from care-givers or teachers to learn and understand it to a level of fluency thus, suggesting that caregivers and teachers are crucial in aiding children’s development as Clay (2005) argued that early language is best developed through every day moments such as reading, playing, laughing and talking. Piaget (1962), suggests that language is developed and learned through the active engagement of play as his theory of cognitive development viewed play as integral to development o f intelligent in children. Piaget argued that as a child matures their environment and play should encourage further aid in  cognitive and language development which is demonstrated through Piaget four stages. These four stages of Piaget are the Sensorimotor 0-2, pre-operational 2-7 years, concrete operational 7-11 years and formal operational 11-15 years, Rhydian according to Piaget would be in the concrete operational stage. Through these stages children explore language through play beginning from the sensorimotor stage where children explore objects and make sounds this then continues through each stage and by the time they get to the formal stage their knowledge and understanding of language would have developed to be much more complex. Garvey (1991), supports this argument, as Garvey’s study discovered that play is instrumental in developing language as through play children adopt roles, identities and act out storylines which is commonly known as ‘pretend play’. Through the social conduct of pretending, children are thus acting out what they see and hear in real world life context and can communicate this through the act of play. Lester and Russell (2008) state how play provides children with a dimension that is unique and not replicable when transferring language therefore, indicating the huge impact play has on enhancing children’s imitation of real-world context and applying that context into play in order to develop their language skills.
[bookmark: _Int_L9L6NHuF][bookmark: _Int_ddkY8SJs][bookmark: _Int_Vke8tie7]Multi-sensory learning is the use of incorporating at least two sensory modalities for example, visual, auditory or tactile in order to develop understanding in phonics, reading, writing and spelling to enhance language development (McIntyre and Pickering, 2001). The way in which multi-sensory learning will be introduced to Rhydian as an intervention will be primarily through school. The school will thus, aid Rhydian through this intervention which will be conducted by a support assistant who works with multiple children daily and supports them through a variety of different interventions. Furthermore, Rhydian’s intervention will take place three times a week and each session will last 50 minutes. The intervention will be conducted in groups of two to three children. However, Rhydian will have a couple of one-to-one sessions as he will require more support and assistance in enhancing his language and literacy development. The multi-sensory learning will consist of using visual and auditory learning for Rhydian, as he has difficulty in concentrating and prefers hands on work. Therefore, to enhance his development he will be partaking in activities such as sandpaper letters, to develop his recognition and spelling and writing skills. Moreover, to support Rhydian in his reading multi-sensory learning allows for children to decode words through use of audio assisted reading. Thus, Rhydian will be able to listen to an audio book and follow along with printed text; to support Rhydian further in his understanding he will then act out the story to highlight how much he remembers and key words used in the story to strengthen his vocabulary. 

[bookmark: _Int_j2kw9RG6][bookmark: _Int_jxDhzYLZ][bookmark: _Int_YyhP2v3l]Multi-sensory learning also fosters engagement and motivation, as engagement is highly regarded to promoting effective and successful learning experiences (Nguyen, Cannata and Miller, 2018). In accordance to previous notion, Montessori (1929) highly emphasised the use of hands-on learning as learners are able to process information more quickly and easily. Montessori (1929), argued that methods such as repetition, multi sensory and self guided learning were much more effective than conventional educational methods as she stated they create the perfect recipe for brain development. Through the multi-sensory approach it encourages pupils to learn through sensory experience which includes sight, hearing, touch, and physical movement therefore, highlighting all aspects which promote for learners to get involved and engage within their learning (Baines, 2018). Moreover, Shih (2020),  discovered that multi-sensory learning enriches pupils' imagination to express their own ideas and successfully makes pupils participate actively in learning. This is supported by Chatterjee and Hannah (2016), as they state that to gain knowledge and development the learner must be actively involved in the learning experience. Therefore, through multi-sensory learning Rhydian can actively be apart of his learning as he struggles to focus and participate in the classroom. Multi-sensory learning will provide Rhydian the opportunity to learn through his sense which will allow him to be more engaged and thus, develop his understanding and knowledge of language and literacy skills. 

[bookmark: _Int_J6VGCTla][bookmark: _Int_fh2Yr2ZH][bookmark: _Int_OxXRIngl][bookmark: _Int_UM2kdDvM]In addition, multi-sensory learning has been noted for improving memory retention in learners, as memory is emphasised to being more effective for events that are experienced in multiple sensory modalities compared to events that are experienced in a single sensory modality (Meyerhoff and Huff, 2016). Mayer (2008), aids this statement as he suggests that multi sensory learning is effective in supporting and developing methods that optimise learning and retention of new information. This will assist Rhydian in his learning as he has difficulty retaining sounds and the way in which you pronounce or recognise certain words therefore, Rhydian will discover this to be beneficial in enhancing his learning and development. It is further supported through research that there is a correlation between memory and learning and pupils' exposure to multi-sensory instruction techniques (Orion, 1996). Moreover, Rhydian will find this upmost beneficial as he will firstly be engaged as multi-sensory incorporates all sensory modalities and thus, will help Rhydian to enhance his retention when learning as it was found that recall rates were higher for picture/spoken/words which is included in one of Rhydian’s interventions in the multi-sensory approach (Gookhasian and Foos, 2005). 
On the other hand, Sweller (1988), opposes the argument that the multi-sensory approach refines memory retention in learners as he suggests that our working memory is only able to hold a small amount of information at any one time and therefore, methods such as multi-sensory learning should avoid overloading the memory in order to maximise learning. Therefore, suggesting that Rhydian could potentially get overloaded and overstimulated in his learning through the multi-sensory approach as too much involvement from all sensory modalities could hinder Rhydian’s retention and development. Moreover, through overloading the memory retention in learners this can cause a sensory overload, this occurs when one or more of the body’s senses experiences a over-stimulation (Karthikeyan, 2017). Hence, this may affect Rhydian in his learning through multi-sensory as he easily gets irritable when learning if he does not understand and this can lead to embarrassment and not wanting to partake in the lesson. 
[bookmark: _Int_ymhuSHsi][bookmark: _Int_AXDM0pss][bookmark: _Int_w2nstuot]Additionally, it is of the notion that the multi-sensory approach targets learner's needs in order to engage and enhance their learning and development (Powell and Brown, 2016). However, it is implied by Riener and Willingham (2010), that there is no credible evidence that learning styles exist in order to cater to learners needs. Therefore, suggesting that learners may have a preference on how to learn but there is no evidence to support that those preferences lead to better learning outcomes (Alley et al, 2023). Similarly, this links to Rhydian as it is stated he likes to learn through hands on experiences and is more engaged through visual type learning. Yet, Dweck (2006), argues that this promotes stereotypes of labelling pupils as ‘visual’, ‘auditory’ or ‘kinesthetic’ learners which thus, will limit their ability for growth and development. This may result in a self-fulfilling prophecy and hinder, discovering alternative learning strategies that will affect Rhydian’s academic progress. 

[bookmark: _Int_Jx7bVC9N]The intervention of multi-sensory learning has been chosen for Rhydian, as it is most effective in aiding Rhydian in his understanding and development of language and literacy. Multi-sensory learning aids Rhydian through a variety of ways, to ensure that he feels comfortable in his learning and that he can participate in his learning through ‘hands on’ based activities which is most suitable for Rhydian as he has difficulty concentrating and listening therefore, multi-sensory learning provides Rhydian the alternative of using his senses to learn and progress. Furthermore, Rhydian struggles with his confidence and tends to get embarrassed and compare himself to other pupils through multi-sensory learning Rhydian is supported as it offers activities, such as air writing and phonic games for example, phonics puzzle match or sound jump which engages Rhydian as it makes it more accessible and enjoyable and most significantly enhances his reading and writing skills. Overall, multi-sensory learning will support Rhydian in building his confidence in learning and reducing his frustrations whilst, also aiding his language and literacy development therefore, highlighting why multi-sensory learning intervention was chosen as it was believed that multi-sensory would be most effective for Rhydian and his learning and development. 

Moreover, multi-sensory learning has many strengths as it can be incorporated not only into the school environment but also the home environment this would be of major benefit to Rhydian as could then be provided with double the amount of learning which would accentuate his learning and development. For instance, parents can easily be a factor in supporting multi-sensory learning at home as they can provide simple games such as word building, using shaving cream for writing, tapping out sounds or even shared reading. They are multiple multi-sensory activities that can take place in the home environment through parent support as research concludes that parents who are involved in their child’s learning positively affect their learning and development (Auerbach, 2011 and Baker et al, 2019). Furthermore, Burgess (2002), aids this conclusion as through share book reading, between parent and child, this is crucial in building phonological awareness, alphabetical knowledge, and vocabulary and overall, the child’s understanding. Yet, it can be argued that some parents may find this challenging to incorporate into their daily routine or schedules and some  parents may find it highly time consuming especially in regard to Rhydian as he has multiple simples so it may be difficult for his parents to implement at home.  In addition, it is of major advantage for schools and teachers  as it is effective for all diverse learners as through incorporating multi-sensory practices teachers can thus create a more adequate learning environment that supports early literacy and language skills (Birsh, 2018). Yet, limitations do arise as multi-sensory learning requires teacher training which can be cost effective. Through experience, in PTE2 poor funding was evident and therefore, teachers were not able to get access to training for a variety of interventions which hindered future progress and development for learners. Moreover, in PTE2 it was clear that multi-sensory learning provided a wide variety of learning materials, however, due to funding they did not have access to all as some resources were highly expensive. Therefore, in regard to Rhydian and his development this could potentially hinder if he does not access to all resources and furthermore, more significantly if teachers are not trained in multi-sensory learning then Rhydian would not get access to this intervention at all which could suggest a crucial decline in Rhydian’s learning. 

[bookmark: _Int_icX28fuX]In conclusion, intervention plays a pivotal role in aiding pupils learning and development as it can target specific needs. Throughout this assignment  intervention has been a central point in assessing nine-year old Rhydian’s  needs,  how he learns and to evaluate what intervention would best progress Rhydian in his learning and development. Following, evaluation it was concluded that the implementation of Multi-sensory learning as a main intervention for Rhydian would be most suitable due to his specific learning style. For instance, Multi-sensory learning targeted Rhydian’s senses of visual, auditory and kinaesthetic as El’Konin (1971) states his theory of utilising sound boxes, which is a visual way for Rhydian to segment individual phonemes he hears within a word, resulting in Rhydian engaging in his learning. Additionally, theorists such as Montessori, Piaget, and Skinner have voiced their findings in the significance of multi-sensory learning in aiding pupil progression and targeting their needs. Ultimately, this assignment has displayed both strengths and limitations of multi-sensory learning such as the potential cognitive overload, lack of teacher training and resources. Yet, despite these challenges multi-sensory learning offers a wide range of benefits in providing an inclusive, engaging and effective environment for all learners. Therefore, it is the belief that through multi-sensory learning future pupils similar to Rhydian can receive support through this intervention and be equal in their learning in order to enhance and progress in their chosen area of development. 




Word count – 2,934
Index:
Pupil profile
 Rhydian is a nine-year old boy, who is currently in year 5. He has two older brothers and one younger sister. 
[bookmark: _Int_u0ksv0iv]Rhydian is regarded as a very sociable student who has lots of friends, he is friendly to everyone and enjoys making new friends. Yet, he does not like partaking in class lessons and often compares his work to other students. He finds reading and writing difficult and does not enjoy English lessons at all. He much prefers Maths, as he hugely enjoys problem solving and working out equations. 
Rhydian has difficulty at times to recognise words and this can result in him spelling words incorrectly, he also has trouble decoding words when reading this tends to make him embarrassed especially when he is learning in the classroom. Rhydian much prefers hands on activities and prefers learning that is visual, he usually finds himself in trouble as he tends to become easily distracted in the classroom. 
[bookmark: _Int_i1jxpCDP]Rhydian enjoys playing and sports is one of his favourite lessons, he is usually found on the playground playing football with all his friends. 
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