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This essay will cover aspects such as the definition of a Judge and what the role of a Judge is, as well as covering factors that contribute to the idea that Judges are servants of the public. It will also include a brief background on what law is and how much power Judges really have when it comes to passing laws and policies. Lastly, this essay will include how Judges are highly entrusted within the law and how they must obey the guidelines that ensure professionalism within a Judiciary.

According to Elliot (2015) a Judge is a person in a court with the power to decide whether to punish criminals or to make legal decisions. As stated by Goose(2015) a Judge is required to ensure that trials are equal and fair on behalf of both the prosecution and defence. Judges also follow rulings of law which ensures that the trial is held lawful within the guidelines of the government. They uphold a lot of responsibility in the aspect of ensuring efficiency of trials both up to and during the process of prosecution. One of the main responsibilities of a Judge is that of convicting and later sentencing defendants. Judges not only pass sentences for the sake of a punishment but in order to protect the public by identifying the harm that the defendant has proposed to the public.

In line with Partington(2015)The idea of the separation of powers, which holds that there must be checks and balances within the constitution to prevent dictatorial powers from being exerted by any one branch of the government, is what gives the judiciary its authority. The main responsibility of judges is to make sure that ministers and other state agents follow the fundamentals of the rule of law.Judges have a lot of powers within court such as, sentencing, ensuring consistency and transparency of sentences and deciding on what evidence within a trail is admissible however they do not exercise all the power within a court. In accordance with Keith(2021)  powers regarding laws are shared to prevent overlap and to prevent the law from becoming weakened. The power of the country is divided into three groups of which include the Legislator, according to Keith(2021) this includes the House of Commons and lords within the UK Parliament and the power that they  hold is to make the laws. Next is the executive role, governing bodies within this role includes the government and prime minister, their role is to put the laws into affect and plan a policy. Lastly is the Judiciary these include Judges, all Judges take an oath to administer justice by upholding the law. However, when it comes to prosecuting and passing sentences, Judges do not hold much power. It Is in fact parliaments role to impose a maximum and minimum sentence for certain crimes and Judges have to follow this as well as ensuring they adhere to procedural law.

Regarding laws, all laws should be transparent and intelligible In order for all members of society to adhere to them correctly with no confusion, a strong example of confusion regarding laws Is including the time of the COVID-19 pandemic. Hale(2020) stated that during a uncertain time for all, even police were left in the dark and confused over COVID regulations as Public health regulations were implemented with little to no parliamentary oversight, this also caused government to break their own regulations which caused hostility within society. In addition to this,Lord Mance(2011) states that the law should be unambiguous so that it can be effectively enforced and so that everyone knows their rights and obligations a good example of this is  when Parliament creates statute law and judges interpret the common law, we expect them to do the same. We anticipate it in both our interactions with authorities and with one another.
According to the UK Government(2022) a law is a set of rules and regulations  made by someone of authority. A law sets out what is deemed acceptable and not acceptable which is there to keep the public safe. The purpose of the law is to create structure within society and provide fairness and equality. From when a law is passed to it being enforced there can always be some confusion. Although it is not a Judges role directly to ensure that laws are written with transparency and intelligibility , it is their sole responsibility to able to relay the law within a court room in a way that everyone can understand. A source that supports this is the work of Lord Bingham and his 8 principles, Bingham(2009) stated that, the court has the constitutional responsibility to ensure that the rights of citizens are not violated by the improper use of executive power, even though it is not "thrust into the position of the primary decision-maker" and does not "have the constitutional role to regulate the conditions of service in the armed forces of the Crown." The court must not waver from its core obligation to "do right to all manner of persons," even though it must appropriately defer to the expertise of responsible decision-makers.

 Partington(2015) states that there  is another significant body of law, known as procedural law, that aims to regulate how courts and other adjudicative bodies perform their duty in addition to defining the rules to be followed while completing various types of transactions. The evidence that may be used in various sorts of proceedings may be subject to restrictions imposed by this body of law. Additionally, it specifies how various legal proceedings—whether in courts or other fora—should be performed, this permits a fair trial for all.
In accordance with Stanley(2022) strictly speaking Judges are not Civil servants as they are not directly employed by the crown, however, according to Mannheim(1955) Judges were appointed according to the Lord Chancellor's recommendations until 2006. The Lord Chancellor was a government official, this meant that Judges would have been classed as civil servants. Although, since 2006 an impartial Judge Appointments Commission has been in charge of making judicial appointments, meaning that Judges are no longer civil servants. With this being said, it could instigate that Judges are in fact Servants of the public as Judiciary is becoming more politically inclined, a source that supports this concept is the idea of legal affairs correspondent.  Bowcott(2011) argues that The UK judiciary has evolved politically, as evidenced by, among other things, the Human Rights Act of 1998, which brought senior judges into politics and gave the Supreme Court the power to declare laws incompatible with the act whilst in favour of the public. According to Karen(2007) Acts of parliament may now be put on hold by UK courts if they conflict with EU laws or legislation, this once again implements that Judges could be servants of the public as It guarantees that the people in the member states be treated fairly and with respect.

However, a recent case that contradicts the idea that Judges are servants of the public is the Gina Miller case and toxic discourse surrounding Brexit. Gina Miller was a business woman whom according to Meager(2017) questioned the UK government's right to start the Article 50 process without parliamentary consent in 2016. According to Chalmers(2017) After Miller’s dramatic triumph in the high court, the judiciary and she were accused of attempting to frustrate the will of the people, therefore displaying that Judges do not support or serve the public but instead go by their political beliefs. 

To become a Judge, it requires great knowledge and education as well as previously being an experienced lawyer and a British Citizen. According to Healy, et, Kirton(2010) Electing a Judge is a very complex process where merits are counted , forms are completed ,as well as interviews and many background checks. Judges are to remain within their position of trust at all times and are expected to operate with a high level of independence. The trust upon them to stay apolitical is extortionate. Former Supreme Court justice, Sumption, J(2012) States that “matters of politics are for the politicians and matters of law are for the courts”. In accordance with the courts and tribunal judiciary(2022), Strict regulations guarantee the impartiality and independence of the judiciary.

Judges are entrusted to maintain within the procedural law and policies given by parliament. According to Masterman(2011)  one of these concepts is that of the security of Tenure, Judges are appointed for unrestricted terms, with the only requirement that they retire at age 75. No one can bribe judges or threaten to dismiss them due to the protection of tenure. In line with this, Masterman(2011) also reiterates other rules such as the idea that Judges have guaranteed salaries which are paid from a consolidated fund managed by the Bank of England, therefore a Judiciary salary can not be under political control meaning there is no chance of judges being bribed for a chance of a higher salary. 
To conclude, it is simply clear that there are many different view points and opinions when it comes to the idea that Judges are servants of the public. However whist taking into careful consideration the information gathered it is clear that a Judge is neither a servant of the public nor a civil servant as they have their own branch of policies and rules that they must conform to. Furthermore, from the evidence found it is not a Judge is role to ensure that the law is transparent and intelligible when written or created but nonetheless it is a Judges duty to relay the law in a clear way that ensures the courts and public understand. Lastly, Judges are an extremely trusted form of authority within society and so they are highly entrusted and obliged to obeyed by the law and policies that are given before them.
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