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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

i. The site of The Black Lion Hotel, High Street, Lampeter has been reviewed for its archaeological preferences and relevant designated heritage assets.

ii. The site’s location is situated opposite the town hall which post dates the original construction of the pub which itself dates to the 18th century.

iii. Situated on the opposite side of town where the ruminants of a Medieval castle lay in the grounds of the university built at a later period in the 19th century.

iv. Records of this building date to the early 1800’s, yet construction is believed to be 1700’s.

v. Lampeter itself is a historic market and University town based on the western edge of the Cambrian Mountains  in the heart of the Teifi Valley, Ceredigion, Wales. 

vi. A small town with a recorded population of 2,970 in 2011 and home to the University of Wales Trinity St David, the Welsh Quilt Centre 

vii. Remnants of great national and historical significance are present.










1. Introduction

i. This below ground archaeological desk-based assessment has been prepared by Miss Kristina Neal on behalf of Lampeter University.

ii. The Black Lion Hotel in the market town of Lampeter situated 21 miles North of Carmarthen and 26 miles South of Aberystwyth in Southwest Wales.

iii. The subject of this Assessment comprises the site of High Street, Lampeter, Ceredigion. The site is centred at SN5762548098 within the Borough of Ceredigion. The site is set on the A475 llanwnnen road headed west towards Aberaron. 

iv. The sites town of residence holds remnants of a Norman motte and bailey castle dating back to their brief occupation of Ceredigion between 1115-37, first referred to it  in 1137 when the Brut y Tywysogyon records that the sons of Gruffudd ap Cynan burnt the castle along with those at Carmarthen, Ystrad Meurig, and Humfrey’s Castle.

v. Lampeter town lies on the northern bank of the River Teifi in Ceredigion, mid-Wales (SN 578 481). Nant Creuddyn to the west and the Afon Dulas to the east flow into the main channel. It stands at the intersection of several major roads: the A482 gives access to Llandeilo/Llandovery to the southeast and Aberystwyth to the north; the A485 leads to Tregaron and mid-Wales to the north and to Carmarthen to the south; and the A475 runs down the Teifi valley to Newcastle Emlyn, Cardigan and the coast.(‘LAMPETER – Heneb – The Trust for Welsh Archaeology’, no date)






2. Archaeological and historical background

i. The name Black Lion: Y Llew Du was first mentioned in 1764 . The pub has served as a coaching inn since the 18th century 

ii. [bookmark: _Hlk158486465]The Black Lion Hotel is believed to have been built about this time but there is no mention of the name of BLACK LION until about 1764 according to George Eyre Evans ('Lampeter', 1905).

iii. 2 fields known as ‘Cae Dimau’ and ‘Cae Pedoli’ nearby associated with the nearby blacksmith who was employed by the Black Lion Hotel by Drovers overnight, or farmers and people coming into Lampeter on market days and paying a fee for leaving their horses here.

iv. The 1st Lampeter Agricultural Show is thought to have been held on a field to the rear of the Black Lion Hotel in October 1877
1914

v. [bookmark: _Hlk158734656]Galloping and Trotting races held on The Black Lion Field ( report in The Cambrian News 20th March 1914)


vi. Between the 1880s and 1890s, it was the headquarters of the local branch of the Cyclists' Touring Club. 
Daryl Leeworthy, RCAHMW, 24 March 2011

vii. The Black Lion was a principal social centre for the town from the later 18th century and a great example of an earlier century coaching inn 

viii.  The pub has also been used for various events such as the 1st Lampeter Agricultural Show in 1877 

ix. Drover farmers would congregate and travel through Lampeter for the markets.

x. Droving farmer Roderick travelled as far as Kent in 1838 and had to pay to open gates at Lampeter, his hometown, as well as at Cwmann, Llanfair-ar-y-bryn, Rhydyspence on the border and three further tolls before Hereford, where he was charged yet again. Three more dotted the road to Tewkesbury, ahead of the journey across the Cotswolds. Grass for cows and beer for his colleagues are also noted in the accounts, with three lots of shoes and the price of grazing.

xi. Drover’s routes being used for hundreds of years from the middle ages to the victory of the railways around 1900 to the markets of London.  Walking flocks through villages, lively market towns passing ancient sites and megaliths.

xii. Lampeter railway station was constructed to serve the community opening in 1866, six years after the railway line reached Aberystwyth in August 1867.

xiii. Droving stopped with the arrival of railways after 1825. Transportation of livestock and trade improved at this juncture.

xiv. Lampeter railway station received 330 evacuee children from London, who were then distributed to homes in the local area. Aberystwyth railway station also received 400 evacuee children on the same day

xv. The first Borough Charter was granted in 1284 and successive charters allowed many markets and fairs to be held in the wide High Street until the 1930s. One of these fairs was the Dalis Horse fair.





Summary and Conclusions Sources Consulted



i. NPRN303859
Map ReferenceSN54NE
Grid ReferenceSN5793848269
Stephen's Castle is a large motte, 8.0m high, about 30m overall diameter. showing the castle earthworks prior to the building of the college.  Small work north-west of the motte and two successive sub rectangular enclosures to the south. (Nprn302080) and truncated by building.(Stephen’s Castle, Lampeter;Lampeter Motte | Coflein, 15.12.03)

NPRN265069
Map ReferenceSN54NE
Grid ReferenceSN5646549138
1. Associated with: House (Nprn305052) and Henfeddau tree clump (Nprn309656). Includes: Boathouse (Nprn301705).

2. This garden is depicted on the Second Edition Ordnance Survey 25-inch map of Cardiganshire XXXIV, sheet 9 (1905). Its main elements on that map include terrace, carriage drive, conservatory, isolated geometric copses, lodge, lawns, pheasantry, woodland with vista paths, kitchen garden, kennels and orchard.
C.S.Briggs 27.09.05


NPRN41360
Map ReferenceSN54NE
Grid ReferenceSN5815848381
Major station on the former Manchester & Milford Railway (nprn 91660) between Pencader Junction and Aberystwyth. This section of line and the station opened in 1866; Lampeter Station closed in 1965 although the line remained open for milk traffic until 1973. The goods shed still stands but all else has gone.
B.A.Malaws, RCAHMW, 23 April 2002.(Lampeter Railway Station, Lampeter | Coflein, 2002)





NPRN23876
Map ReferenceSN54NE
Grid ReferenceSN5810447617
Four arches over River Teifi. 35 ft. span, 21 ft. span and 2 x 27 ft. span arches. Partly in Carmarthenshire.(Lampeter Bridge; Pont Stephen (Steffan) | Coflein, no date)

The Black Lion Hotel is one of the oldest pubs in the town of Lampeter dating back to the 1700’s although no history is recorded of the building untill the nineteenth century.  Originally a coaching inn it was part of the Falcondale Estate and would house travelling drovers and coaches using neighbouring fields.  Long standing markets were held outside and infront of the building.  Fair to say as one of the oldest buildings in the town the town hall and town features, we know today were placed in conjunction with its amenities in mind.  Today it is a pub and hotel and retains some of its character charm and proves to be a glimpse into a once forgotten past.
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Figure 1  Lampeter map Coflein accessed 7th February
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Figure 2  The Black Lions map. The Black Lion Hotel.com accessed 8th February
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The Dalis Fair 1928. The pint of history accessed 5th February
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[bookmark: _Hlk159178994]Source: Evening Express 31/08/1904. The Pint of History accessed 5th February
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Description automatically generated]
[bookmark: _Hlk159179063]Aberystwyth Observer 17/03/1910.  The Pint of History accessed 5th   

Falcondale, Garden, Lampeter | Coflein (no date). Available at: https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/265069?term=lampeter&pg=2 (Accessed: 12 February 2024).
Lampeter | Coflein (no date). Available at: https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/268059?term=lampeter (Accessed: 12 February 2024).
‘LAMPETER – Heneb – The Trust for Welsh Archaeology’ (no date). Available at: https://www.dyfedarchaeology.org.uk/wp/discovery/projects/lampeter/ (Accessed: 13 February 2024).
Lampeter Bridge; Pont Stephen (Steffan) | Coflein (no date). Available at: https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/23876?term=lampeter&pg=6 (Accessed: 12 February 2024).
Lampeter Railway Station, Lampeter | Coflein (no date). Available at: https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/41360?term=lampeter (Accessed: 12 February 2024).
Wiles, J (2003) Stephen’s Castle, Lampeter;Lampeter Motte | Coflein. Available at: https://coflein.gov.uk/en/site/303859?term=lampeter (Accessed: 12 February 2024).



image1.jpeg
Archives

©
W
e
iy
L
o

NPREN

i
L |

r

Grid




image2.png
Price, GwylymC™ [
X & Son & 1

Lampeter Fnre

= Station | 15yds Pharmacy
3





image3.jpeg
DALIS FA




image4.jpeg
—_—

LAMPETER SENSATION.
Gardener Fatally Shot.

Edward Leane, a gardener at the Black Lion
Hotel, Lampeter, was on Tuesday afternoon,
about five o’clock, found lying in the tool-
house attached to the hotel garden. When

Dr. Griffiths arrived he pronounced life
extinct, and on examination found a wound
puncturing the left lung. There was a gun
by the side of the deceased. Leane was 2
man of about 60 years of age, and had been
employed at the hotel for several years. It
i8 not known how the accident occurred.
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LAMPETER.

DEBTOR'S BIG BILL.

At Carwarthenshiro Bankruptey Court, held
at Carmarthen or Wednesday, William Rees,
licensce of the Emlyn Arms Hotel, Newcastie
Ewmlsn, aud the Black Lion Hotel, Lampeter,
presented a statement showing gross liabilities
£5,631 18s 6d, deficiency £3,990 0s 7d. In
debter's deficiency account £2,201 1s 3d was
set down as excess of liabilities over assets in
February of last year. Another item was High
Court costs £1,135 bs 5d.

Debtor said a High Courtaction was brought
against him by u Cardigan tradesman to recover
£104 for repairs to a motor-omnibus, and the
resnlt of the Oficial Referce's decision was a
judgment, with costs, against the debtor, both
on the elaim and eounter-clim. Debtor said
he only secmed to become aware of his insol-
vency when he lost this action. His wife
claimed furniture, and also put in a elaim as
owner of Sycamore House, Newcastle Emlyr,
as well as @ house at Liandyfriog.

Dobtor said he paid £1,000 for the stock and
eflects when be took over the Black Liou
(Iotel, Lampeter. He estimated that he lost
abont £100 a ycar at the Black Lion, hut he
could not give it up when he found himself in-
solvent years ago because he held it under an
unexpired lease.

The Officia! Receiver explained that a com-
position of 7s Gd in the £ had been aceepted
by creditors.

Me D. 1. James, a creditor, objected to the

composition.
Tha examination was provisionally cosed.





