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Assessment

Assessment for this module is in the form of 2 analyses of short prescribed texts (1,500 words each): 60% (Part I), and one 2,000 word essay:  40% (Part II)

Textual Analyses

1. How does Karl Barth intertwine the doctrine of revelation and the doctrine of the Trinity? Discuss this question critically, based on a close reading of Karl Barth: Church Dogmatics, Bd. I/1, ch. 2, § 8 and 9.

2.  How can God act within a temporal universe which is saturated with change? Answer this question based on a close reading of St. Thomas Aquinas: Summa Theologiae 1a.45.

Essay

Essay titles and sample reading lists are provided below. Alternatively, you may negotiate a different topic with the module tutor, but please note that this must be approved in writing by the tutor before you begin work on it. Outlines may be discussed informally with the module tutor before formal submission of the essay. It is important that you interact with the module tutor in this way so that you have a chance to reflect critically on your reading and understanding.

The following essay questions are deliberately broad and invite you to research and select your material with care and intelligence. Ensure that you refer critically to primary texts. The suggested reading merely indicates a starting point. Other relevant literature can be found in the study units; this is a gateway to the wider literature and you should conduct your own research so that you become familiar with the broader field. You need not restrict yourself to a study of those theologians mentioned in this study pack.





1. How did Athanasius establish the basic contours of Christology?

Philip Schaff and Henry Wace (eds), A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series vol. IV: St. Athanasius, selected works and letters (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1991)
George Dragas, St. Athanasius of Alexandria: original research and new perspectives (Rollinsford, N.H.: Orthodox Research Institute, 2005).
Rowan Williams, Arius: Heresy and Tradition (London: DLT, 1987)
Sarah Coakley and David Pailin (eds), The Making and Re-Making of Christian Doctrine: Essays in Honour of Maurice Wiles (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993)
Maurice Wiles, The Remaking of Christian Doctrine (London: SCM, 1974)

2. Are the Christologies of St. Anselm and St. Thomas Aquinas a significant development of patristic thought?

David Hogg, Anselm: the beauty of theology (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2004)
Daniel Deme, The Christology of St. Anselm of Canterbury (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2003)
Romanus Cessario, The Godly Image: Christ and Salvation in Catholic Thought from Anselm to Aquinas (Studies in Historical Theology) (US: St. Bede’s Publications, 2002)
Tom Weinandy, Daniel Keating and John Yocum (eds), Aquinas on Doctrine: A Critical Introduction (London: T&T Clark, 2004), chs. 4, 5 and 5.
Brian Leftow and Brian Davies (eds), The Cambridge Companion to Anselm (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004), ch.12.
Brian Davies, The Thought of Thomas Aquinas (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993), chs. 15 and 16 (Available online via Athens and Oxford Scholarship Online)
Nicholas Healy, Aquinas – Theologian of the Christian Life (Aldershot: Ashgate, 2003), particularly ch.4.
John Milbank and Catherine Pickstock, Truth in Aquinas (London: Routledge, 2001), ch.3.

3. How has Chalcedonian Christology been developed in twentieth century systematic theology? Answer with reference to two systematic theologians.

Karl Barth, trans. G. T. Thomson and Harold Knight, Church Dogmatics I/2 (London: T&T Clark, 2004), §15.
Karl Barth, trans. G. W. Bromiley, Church Dogmatics IV/1 (the Doctrine of Reconciliation) (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1992), § 57 and 58.
Ian McFarland, ‘Fallen or Unfallen? Christ’s Human Nature and the Ontology of Human Sinfulness’ in International Journal of Systematic Theology 10(4), 2008, pp.399-415 (available via Athens and Wiley InterScience).
Paul D. Molnar, ‘Some Dogmatic Implications of Barth’s Understanding of Ebionite and Docetic Christology’ in International Journal of Systematic Theology 2(2), 2000, pp. 151-174 (available via Athens and Wiley InterScience).
Katherine Sonderegger, ‘Election’ in John Webster, Kathryn Tanner and Iain Torrance (eds), The Oxford Handbook of Systematic Theology (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007) (available via Athens and Oxford Scholarship online)
Aaron Riches, 'After Chalcedon. The Oneness of Christ and the Dyothelite Mediation of his Theandic Unity.' In: Modern Believing 24:2 (2008), 199-224.
Jürgen Moltmann, The Crucified God : the Cross of Christ as the foundation and criticism of Christian theology (London: SCM Press, 1974)
Hans Urs von Balthasar, trans. Aidan Nichols, Mysterium Paschale (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1990).
Hans Urs von Balthasar, trans. Adrian Walker, Theo-Logic II: The Truth of God (San Francisco: Ignatius Press, 2004).
Roger Haight, The Future of Christology (London: Continuum, 2007)



4. What has the emphasis on ‘kenosis’ contributed to Christology?

Karl Barth, trans. G. W. Bromiley, Church Dogmatics IV/1 (the Doctrine of Reconciliation) (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1992).
Bruce McCormack, ‘Karl Barth's Christology as a Resource for a Reformed Version of Kenoticism’ in International Journal of Systematic Theology 8(3), 2006, pp. 243-259 (available via Athens and Wiley InterScience).
Hans Urs von Balthasar, trans. Aidan Nichols, Mysterium Paschale (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1990).
Graham Ward, ‘Kenosis: Death, Discourse and Resurrection’ in Gardner, Moss, Quash and Ward (eds.), Balthasar at the End of Modernity (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1999).
Edward Oakes, ‘The Internal Logic of Holy Saturday in the Theology of Hans Urs von Balthasar’ in The International Journal of Systematic Theology 9(2), 2007, pp. 184-199 (available via Athens and Wiley InterScience).
Sarah Coakley, Powers and Submissions. Spirituality, Philosophy, and Gender (Oxford, UK: Blackwell Publishers 2002), ch. 1.
Jürgen Moltmann, The Crucified God : the Cross of Christ as the foundation and criticism of Christian theology (London: SCM Press, 1974)
Richard Bauckham, The Theology of Jürgen Moltmann (Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1995)
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