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 In my dissertation, I aim to discuss and evaluate five to six new religious movements which fall into the categories provided by sociologist Roy Wallis (Wallis, 1984) – “World affirming,” “world-rejecting” and “world accommodating”. However, in more recent years, this form of categorisation has fallen out of favor with many scholars the reason for such will be considered in its correlating chapter. I have decided to approach the topic from this angle as five of the chosen New Religious Movements can easily be placed into such categories, however, one movement that shall be discussed – Transcendental Meditation – may arguably be placed in both world-affirming and accommodating may challenge these categorisations. It is felt that more research is necessary for this field as when considering this specific subject area, it can still be seen as relatively new when considering the other religious traditions which have been long-standing through history. 
When considering studying New Religious Movements (NRM) it is vital that the issues with definition and categorization are examined due to the complexity and theories set forth by scholars such as Eileen Barker and Roy Wallis.
Aim’s   
I will have four aims when conducting my research and presenting my paper. The first of which will be to decide upon a distinctive definition of new religious movements and how they are categorised. I wish to fulfil this aim as there is much discussion within academic circles on how to inclusively define such movements or religions. In order to fulfil this, aim I will primarily conduct text-based research to established authors deffinitions such as Eileen Barker and Roy Wallis and decide who provided the most concise, inclusive option. From that point onwards in this document that definition and categorization provided shall be the one most used in conjunction with the movement or movements mentioned. In addition to this, I will inquire about the way in which NRM’s are defined in dictionaries and determine if a correlation can be depicted 
The second aim of the document shall be to outline the beliefs of NRM’s. In order to fulfill this aim, I will be considering the following NRM’s -The Peoples Temple, The Branch Davidians, Scientology, Heaven’s Gate, and Transcendental Meditation. Information will be gathered on the groups or people through text-based research via the use of books and journals.
The third aim will be to analyse the similarity between the beliefs of new religious movements regarding the end times and the depiction seen in Revalation. This shall be achieved by using a concise framework of revalation form the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) of the Christian Bible and using it for comparison.
My final aim should be achieved by the end of the document where I have provided a detailed conclusion and analysis of the work provided. This shall be done by recounting the contribution provided by scholars in the field and work conducted by myself along with its contribution to the field.  
However, as work is continued on the discourse these aims may change due to the nature of the document. Therefore, in order to accommodate for this, I will keep an open mind and an adaptable plan as to the layout and content. 
Methodology
For my dissertation I will adopt library and text and library-based research resulting in no public engagement, therefore an ethics form will not be needed. Whilst the majority of my methodology will be compiled through books from authors such as Eileen Barker, Linda Woodhead, and George Chryssides. Alongside these books, I will use journal articles available on Jstor and videos from credible sources. As a result of this form of research, I must ensure the definition’s and categories are concise to avoid confusion and mistake as to do so could jeopardize the integratory of the piece.
The option of primary based research such as the use of questionnaires and interviews was considered at length for the subject matter, however, it was decided that form of research would be impractical due to the unavailability of individuals to contact and secrecy surrounding the few surviving members of groups such as The Peoples Temple. 

Provisional Chapter Headings
The subject matter may be split into five provisional chapters which may be subject to change through the document due to the nature of the document. This included my introduction and conclusion.
· Chapter One will consider aims, objections, methodology and chapter summaries. Therefore, serving as an introduction of sorts to the document as a whole, however following chapter will also contain a short introduction of its own also.
· Chapter Two shall provide definitions and categorisations of New Religious Movements. It will assess the validity of these definitions and decide upon a concise definition to be continued in usage throughout the remained of the document.
· Chapter Three will begin to introduce the NRM’s to the document beginning with The Peoples Temple and Branch Davidians. A brief historical outline of these movements will be conducted then an analysis of their beliefs in the end of days alongside the book of Revalation seen within the Christian Bible
· Chapter Four will contain the same format as seen in chapter three, however introducing the Heavens Gate and The Family NRM’s verses the book of Revalation.
· The Final chapter will collect all information gathered and assess the contribution of “the end times” to the doctrine and practice of NRM’s. Therefore, providing a summary and analysis of the similarities and differences seen within some of the most notable NRM’s within the twentieth century in comparison with the depiction of the end times seen within the book of Revalation.
In Conclusion, I have chosen to explore this aspect of New Religious Movements as I believe not only can a correlation be seen between the depiction of end times in revalation and the beliefs depicted in the book of Revalation. To achieve this, I will be conducting text and library-based research. 
One limitation I expect to encounter with my dissertation is the word count, another will be the availability of text. As the subject matter can still be seen as relatively new, as it continues to advance new material becomes available thus leading to issues with older material as terms become outdated and new character testimonies come to light.
[bookmark: _GoBack]With regards to an estimated timeframe for completion of work, I believe as a steady pace of two thousand words a month the piece should be completed by April of 2019 therefor giving me a month before the deadline in May to review and change any details of the document. However, I will aim to complete earlier than this in order to conduct any major changes to the document.
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