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TOPIC:

AUTISM IN YOUNGER CHILDREN
CHAPTER 3: METHODOLOGY

THIS CHAPTER EXPLAINED HOW THE RESEARCH WAS CONDUCTED USING A DESK-BASED, LITERATURE-BASED APPROACH. SINCE THE
STUDY EXPLORED AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (ASD) IN YOUNGER CHILDREN, ALL INFORMATION WAS GATHERED FROM EXISTING
SECONDARY SOURCES SUCH AS JOURNAL ARTICLES, SYSTEMATIC REVIEWS, AND RESEARCH REPORTS. THE METHODOLOGY ENSURED
THAT THE DATA COLLECTED WAS CREDIBLE, RELEVANT, AND ALIGNED WITH THE STUDY'S OBJECTIVES.

Research Design:
A secondary research design was adopred, focusing on
analysing esisting studes rather than collectng new
data. The spproach ivolved conducting o systematic
lerature review, followed by a thematic snalysis of
selected studies. This design allowsd tha researcher to
Syntnesise knowledge from the last decade and denily
major themes related Lo early siagnosi, ntervention
strategies, genetic and emironmental ifluences, and
parental experiances in ASD.

Search Strategy.

A siructured search sirategy was developed to locate
relovant sources.

Keywards were derived from ihe ressarch fitle and
objectives, including

- Autism Spactrum Disordsr (ASD)

= ASD in young cfildren

« Early diagnos's of autism

« Interventions for ASD

« Parental experience snd auism
Boolean operators such a5 AND, OF, and NOT were
used to refine searches. For exampie, ASD AND carly
dagnosis” procuced focused resulls, whie "ASD OR
autiem® brosdaned the search scops. Tha search
process was recorded systematically fo ensure
transparency and consistency.
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Ethical Considerations.
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