
CONSTRUCTIVISMJ. Piaget

J. Dewey

"Constructivism is an approach to teaching and learning based on the premise that 
cognition (learning) is the result of "mental construction." In other words, students 
learn by fitting new information together with what they already know. 
Constructivists believe that learning is affected by the context in which an idea is 
taught as well as by students' beliefs and attitudes." (Bada, 2015, p. 66)

Julie Dewhurst

(Totally History, 2103)

Biography, 2014)



• Fitting a new experience into 
an existing mental structure

• This he referred to as schemaAssimilition

• Revising an existing schema 
because of a new experience

• Equilibrium is cognitive 
stability achieved through both

Accommodation

Piaget

Dewey
•Students learn by doing

•Learning should expand 
and engage

Construct, 
create and 

inquire

•Schools should be seen as 
an extention of society

•Students should play an 
active role in it

Education

Teaching and Learning (2019)

Inquiry model (2019)

(Aubrey, A and Riley, A, 2019, p.43 
& p.11)





CROSS CURRICULUM 
of literacy, 
numeracy and 
digital 
competence 

ENGLISH
• Trigonometry
• Area
• Cost
• Design
• The economy
• Advertising

The Curriculum for Wales is 
changing, the new curriculum 
will be used throughout all 
schools in Wales by 2022.
"The curriculum will have more 
emphasis on equipping young 
people for life. It will built their 
ability to learn new skills and 
apply their subject knowledge 
more positively and creatively."
"They will also get a deep 
understanding of how to thrive 
in an increasingly digital 
world...preparing them for 
opportunites and risks the 
online world presents"
"Teachers will have more 
freedom to teach in ways they 
feel will have the best outcomes 
for their learners."
(New school curriculum overview, 2019)



Dewey's principles that 

children need to be ready 

to take on an active and 

confident part in society

Although Piaget did not directly link his theories 

to education they were extremely influential to 

furthering educational policy and teaching 

practice. His theories led to the Plowden report 

(1967)

"A school is not merely a teaching shop, it must 

transmit values and attitudes. It is a community 

in which children learn to live first and foremost 

as children and not as future adults"

(The Plowden Report, 1967)

(Welsh Government, 2015)

Piaget believed that "assimilation and accommodation require an 

active learner, not a passive one, because problem-solving skills 

cannot be taught, they be discovered".

(Mcloed, 2018)

(Welsh Government, 2015)

Dewey believed the learner needs 

active discovery rather than the 

passive remembering of facts and 

figures

(Aubrey and Riley, 2019, p.10)
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