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Introduction
In St Fagans, there is a small row of houses called Rhyd-y-car Terrace. The terrace is designed to illustrate how houses have evolved over the last 200+ years. The six dwellings on display span housing from 1805 to 1985. Also showing examples from 1855, 1895, 1925 and 1955 in between. There are many differences between the houses, especially when comparing the earliest houses to the latest one, because all the small details that change throughout the period add up, and the differences seem enormous when comparing the 1805 dwelling and the 1985 dwelling, illustrating how construction has evolved over 180 years.
1805 
The 1805 Dwelling is very basic in terms of architectural design. It would have been made of stone because, back then, stone was very accessible. A small single-glazed window with a wooden frame and a door with a matching frame were the features of the front of the exterior. Obviously, along with white walls, which could have been limewashed. In terms of interior design, the doors were very similar to the main front door. Floors internally were all exposed stone held by mortar. Internally, the ceilings are very low, obviously common for terraced housing, but still seem lower than usual. A very small living room with a fireplace spot used for keeping warm without central heating back in 1805, of course. Also, inside the joists and floorboards are left exposed but have been painted to match the surrounding walls. The overall obvious absence is in the utilities in terms of no water, heating or toilets.
1855
This house, being only 50 years younger than the first house, means that there are very few changes and a lot of similarities. The obvious change is externally with the external finish of the house being left as exposed stone rather than limewashed white; this could have been done to be cost-efficient or for visual preferences. The fireplace in this house seems to be better done here than in the first terrace, a lot more aesthetically pleasing, cozy and out of the way. But other than those small differences, the 1855 dwelling is almost identical to the 1805 dwelling.
1895
Even though this dwelling comes 40 years after the previous there aren’t many changes, suggesting not many improvements in the industry happened between these years. They still have the sash windows on the dwelling with 20 glass panels on each window in a 5 by 4 formation.
1925
House 4 sees many improvements in terms of the modernisation of the dwelling. Firstly, the external stone stays here, but it seems to have been done a lot better than the 1855 dwelling, which seems to have been pointed well. The flooring also changes here slightly as the exposed stone is still there, but there are also carpets being used in the same room, showing the improvements and innovations that are happening at this point in construction. The windows have also changed with a new red painted frame instead of the basic brown, showing how people are becoming more house proud and want to make their houses feel unique rather than all the same and seen as more of a shelter than a home. However, the biggest difference with the windows is that they can now open slightly inward, which is a significant improvement, allowing heat to escape the house in the Summer and cool air to enter, also reducing the likelihood of damp and condensation. Internally, the ceiling is slightly higher than in the previous dwellings. There is a wooden gate in the door separating the living room and kitchen area, possibly indicating an increase in pets at home around this time. Vets4Pets (2020)  By the early 20th century, petkeeping is very popular. The interior walls have also been wallpapered in this dwelling, showing more home improvements happening in the construction industry.
1955
This house sees more changes externally, with another bold change in colour, with the external walls being painted in a very light colour. This could be another example of the times changing and progressing, and people wanting their house to stand out more, rather than a generic stone exterior. The window and door frames are now painted green, which again shows uniqueness, and it goes well with the light colour painted on the stone walls. The windows and doors in this house are also fitted into the wall. Recessed windows have become popular by this point and have continued to be popular since. This is for several reasons, including Window Replacement Group. (2023) Natural Light, recessed windows maximise glass area and minimise frame size, allowing more natural light to enter the space. It is also a lot more aesthetically pleasing to have recessed windows as they create a more modern and cleaner look. We also see in this dwelling the introduction of external windowsills, which makes the house look better, but also can Cope, L. (2025) protect the building from water infiltration and shed rainwater away from the wall at the window opening. Internally, there was a big upgrade in flooring to wood flooring alongside carpet. Carpet would have been used for many reasons, including Reference 5 – Thermal Insulation, as carpet retains warmth, providing comfort in colder climates and conserves energy. This would have been important because in 1955, central heating wasn’t widely available, so preserving as much heat as possible would have been important. The metal gutters we had seen in the previous housing have been replaced by plastic ones. This would have been for PureSeal Services (2025) Cost, as plastic gutters are generally cheaper to purchase and install than metal gutters. Another adaptation of this house is that the glass on the windows is now just 2 pieces of glass, as on the earlier dwellings we saw, up to 20 pieces on a window. 
1985
Finally, we come to the 1985 dwelling, by far the most advanced and modern home out of the 6 on the terrace. We can see a lot more detail and craftsmanship in this dwelling, showing the vast improvement workers made during this time, and realistically, them becoming skilled workers. The floorboards internally were skimmed in this property, eliminating gaps which made the home look much cleaner and more aesthetically pleasing. I would also guess that this is the first dwelling that would have had double-glazed windows. I say this because Window Wise. (2023) double-glazed windows became standard in the UK in the 1970s following the introduction of building regulations that mandated energy-efficient standards. Another change to the windows would be the introduction of casement windows, replacing the sash windows. This upgrade would allow people to open the windows on the side and outward Windows, A. (2020) providing excellent ventilation and a tight seal when closed, making them energy efficient. The external of this dwelling has also been plastered which is a great choice in terms of practicality as it is very weather resistant and (Bob, 2025) cement plaster can last up to 30 years with proper maintenance, making it a long-lasting choice for exterior walls. Also, another bold choice in terms of the colouring of the house with the pink exterior walls. There also seems to be lead coverings on the eaves which Neal (2022) ensure that the eaves are protected from water penetration.
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Pre 1900 Dwelling Drawing
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1950s Dwelling Drawing
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Post 2000 Dwelling Drawing
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