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meﬁ Munching Mike. He might look a bit
scary, but he is not really. In fact, he is
Letterland’s favourite monster. He is made of
metal, and he moves along on three metal wheels.

Like most monsters, Munching Mike has a
mighty appetite. Can you imagine what he likes
to eat for his main meal?

He munches crunchy things like motorbikes and
magnets—mixed with mushy things like mashed
potato and marshmallows!

Munching Mike’s Mum is much bigger than
Mike. So she has a much bigger appetite.

In Letterland, people say she could eat a whole
mountain and still have room for more!
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Zoc@_:% Nick is really quite a nice boy—but
nobody gets a nickname like Naughty Nick
without doing something naughty to deserve it,
do they? Naughty Nick just can’t help being
naughty now and then.

Sometimes he makes a lot of noise, just to be a
nuisance. Sometimes he eats the nuts from the
nut tree next door. But the naughtiest thing he
ever did was with his hammer and nails.
Whatever do you suppose he did?

Naughty Nick thinks that nobody will notice the
naughty things he does. But they nearly always do.

How good are you at noticing things? Can you find
nine of Naughty Nick’s nails hidden in the picture?
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scar Orange is a very popular orange.
He lives in an orange box at the Letterland
docks. That’s where all the ships and boats come in.

Can you spot the ostrich pecking at an orange box,
or the otter eating olives from a wooden crate?
There is even an octopus who has just dropped in
to play.

Down at the docks, Oscar Orange also has a
very important friend. He is Mr O, the Old Man
from over the Ocean.

All the oranges in Letterland come from over the
ocean in Mr O’s boat. You can see him again
at the end of the book.
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Hv oor Peter is a playful little puppy. He loves to
play in the Letterland park, but if you sometimes
see him looking sad, there is a special reason.

It’s because he can’t make his ears prick up like a
police dog. Instead they droop down.

Poor Peter does not like that at all.

Poor, poor Peter! Even the penguins in the park
feel sorry for him. .

Poor Peter’s tears run down his cheeks, plip,
plop, plip, plop, and make a puddle by his paws.

Do you think, if you gently stroked his droopy
ears, you could cheer him up? |
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_H, here are two things the Queen of Letterland
loves to do. First she loves to take her umbrella
with her wherever she goes. She won’t be seen
anywhere without it, not even in her Quiet Room.

The second thing she loves is quarrelling, so
everyone calls her ‘Quarrelsome Queen’.

The Queen will quarrel about anything.

She’ll quarrel with the Hairy Hat Man if he
whispers too quietly. She’ll quarrel with the King
if he kicks too quickly. She is such a quarrelsome
queen, she will even quarrel with a squirrel!
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WOUUQ Red s areal trouble-maker in Letterland.
He carries a sack behind his back as he runs
along.

What’s in Robber Red’s sack now? Roller-skates!
Rulers! A radio! He’s robbed them all.
What a rascal!

People in Letterland would really like to see
Robber Red behind bars. But he runs so fast that
no-one has managed to catch him.

Sometimes, he’s hard to recognise.
He makes himself look big and fat by hiding all
his stolen goods under his jumper.

But you won’t let the rascal fool you, will you!
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keep in touch. That’s because her job is
sending messages all over the land. Listen hard,
and you’ll hear her talking in tiny, tiny ticks.

Ticking Tess thinks her job is terrific. She has a
great time tinkering with telephones and tape
recorders in her Teletouch Tower.

If anything goes wrong, Ticking Tess knows just
how to fix it. Even if something gets tangled at
the top of a tower, Tess can get taller, reach up,
and put it right. All the Letterlanders can
change size whenever they need to.

Tess can make herself so tall that she touches
the clouds—which is why sometimes you can’t
see her head.
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ppy Umbrella is a happy-go-lucky umbrella.

She loves to be up-and-away when the rain
comes down. She doesn’t mind getting wet at all.
In fact, she thinks it is great fun!

Not everyone agrees with her. Do you?

Mr U, the Uniform Man, looks after all the
umbrellas in Letterland. He is always extremely
busy when it rains. He rushes about opening up
lots and lots of umbrellas.

Luckily, all the umbrellas are as cheerful as
Uppy—unless they get stuck upside down!
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hat a beautiful vase of violets!
These lovely flowers come from a valley
high up in the hills of Letterland.

Letterland violets are very special because

they have petals made of velvet.

This makes them very soft to touch, and they stay
fresh all year round.

In Letterland, all the children have violets—
especially when they are learning to count.

Count how many petals each violet has—
one, two, three, four, FIVE each!
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hat a wonderful place Letterland would be
if it weren’t for the Wicked Water Witch.

She likes to make trouble wherever she goes.
Luckily for everyone, the Wicked Water Witch
isn’t always very wise.

Often her best spells don’t work. Once, on a winter’s
day, she wished she was somewhere warm,
floating above the waves of a deep blue sea.

But something odd happened. Her spell whisked
her off her feet and dropped her into her own
Water Wells instead. Silly witch — now she’s cold
and very wet indeed!
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wo of the children in Letterland are cousins
called Max and Maxine. They go to the same
school and they are the best of friends.

People in Letterland call Max and Maxine the
‘kissing cousins’. That’s because they use a
special sign to send birthday kisses to each other.
It looks like two crossed lines.

Max has written this sign three times in his
birthday card for Maxine. It says k-ss, k-ss, k-ss.

When Maxine sends a birthday card to Max,
she likes to send many more kisses than that!
Guess how many she sends.

About sixty!
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1l the children in Letterland love playing with
yo-yos. They buy their yo-yos from the Yo-Yo
Man. They think that he can do the best
tricks with yo-yos they have ever seen.

They always know when the Yo-Yo Man is
coming because he yells at the top of his voice,
“Yo-yos for sale, bright yellow yo-yos!’.

People rush out of their houses as he yells out,
‘Never say no to a yo-yo!’. Then he starts whizzing
a yo-yo up and down, round and round faster
than your eyes can follow.

None of the children in Letterland can make
their yo-yos go so fast. Do you think you can?
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