[bookmark: _Hlk91109742]Write a biographical study of someone whose life-story is pertinent on the themes of the module. What contributions did your chosen subject make with respect to black history, politics and/or culture? What makes their biography exemplary of Paul Gilroy’s concept of the ‘Black Atlantic’?
Biographical Study of Harriet Jacobs
Harriet Jacobs (1813-1897) was born into enslavement in Edenton, North Carolina. At the age of twenty seven she became a fugitive person. It was not until 1852 that Cornelia Willis (1825-1904) secured Jacob’s freedom from her slave owners (New Bedford Whaling Museum, 2021). 
Amy Post (1802-1889) an abolitionist encouraged Jacob’s to write down her life story in 1853. Jacobs finished writing her autobiography, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl in 1858. Importantly, she wrote under the pseudonym Linda Brent. As well as giving all her characters pseudonym’s (Scott, 2021, pp.15). 
One reason for this may have been that she wanted to protect all those who had helped her in escaping from enslavement. Under the Fugitive Act of 1850, even the enslaved who escaped to a free state could be sentenced back into enslavement if their former slave owners found them. People caught helping the enslaved also faced penalties. This Act was present throughout the American Civil War (1861-1865) up until the 28th June 1864, when it ceased (Britannica, 2021). 
Another reason may be because what is described and explained in the autobiography. The narrative recounts Jacob’s own first-hand experience of sexual violence and objectification. Perhaps visible authorship through placing of name was too traumatic and painful for Jacobs. 
Eventually, Jacob’s autobiography was published in 1861 with editing by Lydia Maria Child (1802-1880) who was another radical abolitionist. The inclusion of Child’s preface in Jacob’s book highlights that Jacob’s was writing for a white audience and a Black one. This is paradoxical to a certain degree. Due to one audience being free and the other still being mainly enslaved. 
The publication being in 1861 is significant because of the American Civil War. North Carolina was a confederate state, joining on the 20th May 1861. Confederate states were pro-slavery. This was because enslavement was a main source of income for Confederate states. North Carolina enslavement of peoples was central in maintaining its economic wealth and growth. According to the 1800s consensus, the state enslaved 133,296 persons and had 337,764 free white persons (North Carolina Museum of History, 2021). Jacob’s account of her time of enslavement in North Carolina has then even more authenticity and value. 
Jacob’s autobiography being published just before the Civil War must have been to educate and encourage abolition. Maybe it was a way for Jacob’s to convey all aspects of enslavement. Jacob’s own enslavement account was used by the abolitionist movement as a campaign tool for emancipation to occur. 
In the nineteenth century, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1858) gained acclamation but this was suddenly doubted. Scholarly examination made people believe that in fact Lydia Maria Child had authored Jacob’s writing. It was not until twentieth century that Jacob’s authorship was proved .The scholar, Jean Fagan Yellin, authenticated Jacobs’s writing by “twenty years of diligent research and many long hours becoming familiar with the life of Harriet Jacobs” (Yellin,2004). 
This biographical study explores Harriet Jacobs’ contribution to abolitionist literature and politics. Jacob’s authentic female voice heavily impacted Black History. Specifically, this essay, will examine the role of gender and sexual exploitation in regard to slavery. It will also assess how Jacobs’ is an example of Paul Gilroy’s idea of the ‘Black Atlantic.’ The concept of the ‘Black Atlantic’ is explained in Gilroy’s book, The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Doubles Consciousness (1993). It is important to note that, this research into Jacob’s life as an exemplary woman of the ‘Black Atlantic’ is coming from a white cis female. 
To start with, Jacob’s autobiography conveys a direct feminist point of view on slavery. Other enslaved narratives do not this. This is why Jacob’s narrative is impactful to Black history. For example, Frederick Douglass’ famous enslaved account, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass an American Slave (1845) communicates the perspective of what free Black masculinity and manhood is like. Jacob’s autobiography “devises alternative narrative structures for describing black female experience” (Nudelman, 1992, p.940). This shows show how the instrument of gender was used in slavery .She makes the point that “slavery is terrible for men; but it is far more terrible for women” (Jacobs, 1861, c.14). This highlights the gendered indifference that the enslaved were subject too. As the academic, Sarah Sherman states “slavery denied the female slave's selfhood, it tempted her master to monstrous selfishness, unfettered by recognition of their common humanity” (Sherman, 1990, p.170). This makes Jacob’s statement that slavery is worse for women even more definite. This is because female enslaved were more at risk to sexual violence making “slavery's threat…even more intimate and brutal” (Sherman, 1990, p.170). By this it highlights that slave owners thought of the enslaved as sexual objects and had no regard for their humanity. The insight that Jacob’s provides on this aspect of slavery is crucial because it is coming from direct experience. This is why Jacob’s is an example of Gilroy’s concept of the ‘Black Atlantic.’ Gilroy’s idea is all about personal enslavement stories shaping modern day Black history. Jacob’s experience of sexual abuse offers a vital awareness to modern day Black history. It specifically provides females in the Black community to learn how gender was used to exploit the female enslaved. Hence why her book contributes to Black History significantly. 
Following on from this, Jacob explains the relationship between femininity and morality. At this point in her life, she has been subject to years of sexual harassment by Dr Flint (Dr James Norcom). She ends up having a ‘consensual’ relationship with Mr Sands (Samuel Tredwell) which results in the birth of two children. The use of consensual needs to be accurately assessed as Mr Sands was in a position of privilege and power as a white man engaging in sexual relations with a Black enslaved female. How freely Jacobs was able to make this decision needs to be thought upon. Jacob notes, “I knew what I did, and I did it with deliberate calculation” (Jacobs, 1861, c.10). This presents the themes of morality and gender to be interconnected to each other. From this it introduces the idea that these themes effected Jacob’s enslavement experience. Morality and femininity were both used as a tools of oppression. Dr Flint used Jacob’s gender as a device to abuse her. One could argue that Jacob’s herself felt afflicted by morality. This is shown through Jacob’s word choice, “for years, my master had done his utmost to pollute my mind with foul images, and to destroy the pure principles inculcated by my grandmother”(Jacobs,1861,c.10). The reference to the ideals that her grandmother, Molly Horniblow, installed in her highlights that being a moral woman was still important to Jacobs after the all the sexual brutality she went through. The correlation between gender and morality that Jacob’s encountered, shines a unique light into the enslavement experience. This insight that Jacob’s gives contributes to Black History because it proves that the enslaved still held virtuous morals in high importance. This is important because at this time in history people and society did not think the enslaved had moral principles. Thus, why Jacob’s narrative adds to Black History. 
In addition, the scholar, Franny Nudelman, interprets Jacob’s description of morality and gender to have a different purpose. Nudelman is under the assumption that Jacob’s stylistically formats “I knew what I did, and I did it with deliberate calculation” (Jacobs, 1861, c.10) to explicitly engage white women in the North of America. She argues that Jacob’s does this because she wanted white women specifically to become politically active int the abolition movement. Once again showing how feminist discourse runs all the way through Jacob’s account. Nudelman has the opinion that Jacob’s statement is not just an expression of shame but a clear indication that Jacob’s actions “cannot be understood let alone judged by an audience that knows nothing of slave experience” (Nudelman, 1992, p.939). This relates to Gilroy’s notion that the transatlantic slave trade is innately connected to “industrialisation and modernisation” (Gilroy,1993,p.17). Jacobs illustrates this through this specific sentence. It shows that white people may not consciously understand how slavery is connected with the ‘Black Atlantic’ as Jacob’s says but nonetheless alludes to the idea that Western society has been influenced by slavery and impacted modernism. It could be argued this is why Nudelman maintains the view that Jacob’s is being sympathetic to her audience, the free white reader. She does this by holding herself to account to the ‘the Cult of True Womanhood.’ A moral system based on four ideals; piety, purity, submission, and domesticity. The academic, Barbara Welter says that “the nineteenth century American woman to uphold… with her frail white hand” (Welter, 1996, p.152). Note the use of race being a key feature of the morality structure. Jacobs’ holds herself accountable to white moral values through the presentation of shame. This indicates that moral principles are universal. From this it means that your race does not impact your ethical compass. By this Jacobs reaffirms the idea that if white women in the North did not speak out against slavery, they too were part of the issue. Many Northern states were part of the Union in the American civil war. This meant that these states had no direct involvement in slavery. Though Jacobs argues inaction by not supporting the abolition movement. Jacob’s encouragement of political activism shows how her autobiography contributed to Black politics. 
Continuing on, Jacob’s enslavement account directly challenges gender stereotypes and norms. Jacob’s does this by redefining what is meant by Black womanhood. She does this through proposing the idea that Black women must not be held accountable to societal expectations in the midst of enslavement. Jacobs refers to this here, 
But, O, ye happy women, whose purity has been sheltered from childhood, who have been free to choose the objects of your affection, whose homes are protected by law, do not judge the poor desolate slave girl too severely! (Jacobs, 1861, c.10)
The insight Jacob’s produces here is remarkable at showing the differences between white free women and black enslaved women. The amount of dissimilarities Jacob’s exposes brings to the forefront why womanhood needs to be redefined when discussing slavery. White women and Black women faced different struggles and challenges that meant Black women could not conform to societies gendered expectations. This is because the conditions of enslavement did not allow Black enslaved females to follow gender normalities. For example, Jacob’s psychological perseverance and strong intellectual capacity was not expected of a women in the nineteen century, let alone in a Black enslaved women. Jacob’s intelligence is highlighted by her plan to escape from Dr Flint being executed well and her eventually escaping enslavement. This reinforces how enslaved women were in an entirely different position to those who were free white women. The effect of this is that Jacobs challenges the reader to rethink womanhood in relation to the Black community. Therefore, why Jacob’s is an example of the ‘Black Atlantic’ and considerably contributes to  Black History.
Finally, Jacob’s depicts the correlation between identity and independence. This is presented through Jacob’s association with the communities she encounters. Both the white and Black community led Jacobs to engage and develop her identity uniquely. This is because her striking independence is what drastically changes her identity as a Black enslaved women. For instance, Jacob’s maternal instinct and want for independence is the motivation behind her freedom. Jacobs states “I had a woman’s pride, and a mother’s love for my children”(Jacobs,1861,c.15). Her independence is integral to her identity as is her motherhood. Jacob’s motherhood is central to her independence because Jacob’s style of motherhood did not rely on men. The scholar, Kimberly Drake, has the view that Jacob’s type of motherhood is what “compelled her to escape and serves as a link between herself, her family, and her readers” (Drake,1997,p.105). The link this created for Black readers is essential because it emphasises how motherhood was not defined by enslavement. This gave independence to Jacobs to a certain extent but due to racist discourse Jacob’s life was never fully autonomous. As Drake says, “racism distorts… the achievement of autonomy and individuality” (Drake,1997,p.106). This stresses the relationship race played in identity and independence. The effect of this is that Jacob’s is never entirely ‘free’ because this of this connection. This is because of the concept of double consciousness. Double consciousness is an idea that is referred to by Gilroy but was coined by the intellectual, Du Bois. Du Bois defines double consciousness as the “contradiction between social values and daily experience for blacks in the United States” (Oxford Reference, 2002). Jacobs portrays this through her development of independence and identity. Personally, Jacobs defies the white typical form of identity and independence. This is what led her to redefine motherhood but at the same time she is never absolutely free from enslavement. Throughout the enslavement narrative Jacobs is always conscious of white perceptions and views. This is internal struggle between two cultures, two identities is why Jacob’s is exemplary of the ‘Black Atlantic.’ Jacobs is eventually able to navigate past Western societal ideals in order to gain independence and identity. This breakthrough produced through motherhood  is what spurs her onto ensuring her freedom from enslavement. As a result, Jacob’s story relates to the modern day Black community that still experience double consciousness because of Western civilisation not realising how the ‘Black Atlantic’ has influenced today’s society. This is why Jacob’s examination into this bond is critical to Black History because the African diaspora still feels the impacts of the transatlantic slave trade today. 
To conclude, the autobiography, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Jacobs touches on a range of themes that are pertinent to this module. Her female enslavement account expresses themes of morality, independence, identity, motherhood, sexual exploitation and gendered expectations. These are meaningful to this module because they all contribute to Black History. This means that all the themes presented throughout this biographical study show the interconnectivity between our modern day civilisation and the transatlantic slave trade. Hence why Jacob’s narrative is an example of Paul Gilroy’s concept of the ‘Black Atlantic.’ Jacobs’ life represented the ‘Black Atlantic’ whilst she was in enslavement but also when she was free. This is why today she is a major figure of Black History because her autobiography gives a much needed perspective on what female enslavement in the nineteen century in America entailed. The feminist perspective Jacob’s provides on enslavement is vital because it focuses on issues that the male enslaved did not encounter. The effect of this is that it enables female enslavement to be understood in the twenty first century by the Black community as well as scholars. The insight Jacobs provides into slavery was crucial in the abolitionist movement to gain momentum to make slavery illegal. Jacob’s account of enslavement can still be used by the current Black Lives Matter organisation as a tool to expose the systemic damages enslavement caused to the Black community especially women and how the effects of slavery can still be seen today through the racist structural systems that are place in twenty first society. Consequently, this shows the extent of Jacobs’s contribution to Black History. 
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