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Fire safety is critical in ensuring the safety of guests and employees in the industry of hospitality. Fire represents a serious threat to the industry. Other than posing threats to the life and wellbeing of people, it is costly and it brings a shade on the brands name and fame.
Governmental figures/statistics showed that hotel buildings are among the most threatened types of buildings, as from 2012 – 2019, 263 of every 1000 hotel buildings experienced a fire (Clmfireproofing, 2023).
City Fire Protection (2023), resumes that the top five most common causes of fire in the hospitality industry, are represented by kitchens and cooking equipment, electrical equipment, smoking, cluttered exit routes and, amazing or not, intentional fires. This is the reason why fire safety regulations are of highest importance in this industry.
According to Gov.uk (2022), the Fire Safety Order (2005) is the main body of legislation when it comes to rules applied in England and Wales. The Fire Safety Act 2021 came to clarify some missing aspects on risk assessment.
The fire safety legislation gives provisions on how to adhere to the law, accomplish review and fire risk assessments and identify the general precautions any business premises needs to put in place and maintain (Gov.uk. 2022).
A guidance has been published in 2008 (gov.uk) that gives information on key provisions from the law, meant to help all those who have ‘’paying guests’’. Do you have paying guests? (Sadiq Khan, 2008) is a guidance that sets five key steps that business should follow into a fire risk assessment, by responding to five elementary questions:
1. What is a hazard 
2. Who is at risk 
3. What is the plan to keep people safe 
4. Record, plan and train
5. Maintain fire risk assessment 
Risk assessment is an essential tool that business possess into implementing and keeping fire safety measures and complying with the law. It involves implementing preventive measures to minimize the risk of fire, preparing for emergencies, and training staff on how to respond to fires. Some essential elements of fire safety in hospitality industry include installing fire alarms and suppression systems, maintaining fire exits and escape routes, creating a fire safety plan, conducting regular fire drills, and providing fire safety training to staff. Proper fire safety practices can help prevent property damage, injuries, and even fatalities in the event of a fire.
Fire safety is crucial in the hospitality industry to ensure the safety of guests, employees, and property. Failure to prioritize fire safety can result in injuries, property damage, business interruption, and legal liabilities.
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