Basic Chinese 1 (A2)
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Structure of Chinese Language


Structure of Chinese characters
Structurally speaking, Chinese characters fall into two categories: The single-component characters and the multi-component characters. All of the basic Chinese characters we have learned so far are simple-component characters, such as 人、手、刀、马、牛、羊、日、月、水、木、上、下. The multi-component characters consist of two or more components, such as 你、哪、机、场. The order of writing components in a character is similar to the stroke order of writing a character. There are three basic types of configuration for multi-component characters:
· Composition

a. Some Characters Have a Key Stroke 中 

b. Characters Fit in Imaginary Squares 国 

c. Repeated Elements Are Executed with Variation 二 言

d. Some Characters Have Left and Right Parts 忙 都 喝 陈 他 你 叫 说 的 外
e. Some Characters Have Left, Middle and Right Parts 哪 谁

f. Some Characters Have a Top-Bottom Structure （外）婆

g. Framed Characters 用

h. A Few Difficult Characters 不 人 女

· The left-right structure 
a. Equal left-right: (the numbers in the figure indicate the order of writing the components.)

朋

b. Small left - big right

汉  语

c. Big left – small right

都

d. Equal left-middle-right: 谢，娜
· The top-bottom structure

a. Equal top-bottom: 男，是
b. Big top – small bottom: 兴，然，您
c. Small top – big bottom: 家，宿
d. Equal top – middle – bottom: 意，贵
· The enclosure structure 

a. Four-side enclosure 国 回
b. Left-top-right enclosure 用 问
c. Top-left enclosure 应 属
d. Top-left-bottom enclosure 医
e. Top-right enclosure 可 司
f. Left-bottom-right enclosure出 画
g. Left-bottom enclosure 这 起 题
Basic strokes of Chinese characters

Chinese characters are written by combining various kinds of strokes. These strokes can be divided into basic strokes and combined strokes.

· Strokes of Chinese Characters [see appendix]
· Stroke Order

  Rule 1. Héng comes before shù; that is, horizontal strokes come before vertical ones 十 千 王
Rule 2. Piě comes before nà; that is, a left leg comes before a right one 八 天
Rule 3. Characters are written from top to bottom 三 立
Rule 4. Characters are written from left to right 地 好
Rule 5. If the characters is framed from above, the frames is written first 句 同
Rule 6. If the character is framed from below, the frame is written last 函
Rule 7. Frames are closed last 国 目
Rule 8. In symmetrical characters the middle is written first, then the sides 水 小

Others 必 方
 The Radicals

· The roof radical 店
· The sun radical 晚
· The man or person radical 你
· The three-dots-of-water radical 没
· The ear radical 院
· The grass/plant radical 机、校
· The mouth radical 哪、员
· The eating radical 饭馆
· The woman radical 好
· The earth radical 场
· The speech/word radical 谢谢
· The lid radical
· The cliff radical

· The shed radical

· The knife radical

· The left-step radical

· The standing heart radical

· The basic heart radical

· The door radical 

· The walking radical

· The hand radical

· The silk radical

· The horse radical

· The fire radical

· The jade radical

· The tree radical

· The carriage radical

· The meat radical

· The shell radical

· The sickness radical
· The eye radical

· The grain radical

· The bamboo radical

· The foot radical

· The rain radical

· The metal radical

· The consecrate radical

· The clothing radical

· The dog radical
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