Evaluation of how the media affects terrorism.

Terrorism is an act performed by a group or an individual. Terror attacks are actions that a terrorist makes to cause pain, fear and death. They typically act with the goal of forcing a specific type of change. This action could be to force a change or opinion in religion, politics, or a stance in any number of other topics. Different terror attacks are performed by different groups. A terror attack could be committed with an explosive, exploiting a reliance on digital systems or any other means to achieve their goals. Media is a term that refers to different methods of spreading information through a country or domain. Media is an umbrella term that refers to many different categories. Some platforms of media include websites, newspaper television and radio. Typically, a media company will publish news on several different media platforms. The number of terror attacks has increased over time and media may be one of the causes or the main cause. There is a link between media and terrorism as a terror attack is an event that the public should be aware of but, this could become a double-edged sword. 
Media is a mechanism for originations to provide information to the masses. This information is not entirely factual as each media conglomerate is owned by an individual. This means that the media company is controlled and therefore biased. Different media companies will have different perceptions and focus on details based on the specific organisation. The one thing that connects all media groups is the goal of making money. This results in embellished a fearmongering heading (Williams, et al., 2011). Media companies want people to pay them and get money from the viewing of the article. This also result in the use of emotive language and images. A study showed that pure facts in relation to a terror attack has less emotional response when compared to more emotive language and the use of images of the attack the victims (Gadarian, 2010). This is so that the paper will get buys and the website will get clicks. The media companies want consumers to be scared as that directly transfers to money for them. That is evidenced best in the lack of upbeat and positive headlines. 
Terrorism is an action that has many goals. Inflicting pain and suffering for the victims as well as for the relations of the victims. This alone cause a spread of information due to social media. This means that a terror attack will naturally gain awareness and cause fear. A terrorist wants to cause fear as a fear can be a powerful weapon. Regular media companies feed the fear caused by a terror attack. Terror attacks may not cause harm and pain in the typical way. The Warcry hack on the NHS could be considered a terror attack due to the negative effect on the NHS. This was a ransomware attack. This means that the goal was to make money (NHS England , 2023).Despite this, the attack still resulted in stressing an overburdened system and caused fear as private information could have been acquired.  

Social media can be used by individual terrorists as well as organisations. There have been several documented cases of terrorist using social media to spread fear and make stances for their specific ideologies, no matter their specifics. The Christ church shooting is one example. This specific terror attack was committed by a single individual. This terror attack involved a shooting at a mosque. The terror attack led to 51 deaths. The terror attack was shown live and was then spread to several other websites before being taken down (Leitch & Pickering, 2022). This terror attack was a far-right terror attack where the perpetrator claimed that white people were being replaced. After the attack mosques were recommended to close temporarily and changes in firearm legislations were brought into place (New Zealand Parliament, 2019). This is a clear display of the fear that the country felt after the attack. 
In general, media causes the impact of a terror attack to be felt by more people and this results in more fear. This could potentially explain why the rate of terror attacks are increasing as the terrorists can smell blood but, there are ways to see less biased information. This is in the form of information that is provided by the government. This is based on information and intelligence. The likelihood of a terror attack in the United Kingdom can be found. This is a scale that ranges from highly unlikely to highly likely soon (MI5, 2023).  This scale is not entirely removed form bias but, it is closer to the truth as the information is compiled and free from the desire to make money through propagating fear.  
As well as being used to spread fear, social media is also used to rally people together. This is due to the freedom and interconnected nature of the internet. A disastrous event of any nature will cause society to also come together. This can be seen through websites that allow the collections of donations. These websites can allow people who have nor relationship with the victims of a terror attack to show and give support. 
In conclusion, terror attacks are acts committed by terrorist to force change. A major weapon of terrorists is fear. This is due to the fact that fear can not be prevented. Information regarding a terror attack would still spread even if media did not exist but the rate of the spread as well as the emotions felt by the populace in the attack area and over connected countries is enhanced by media corporations as well as social media. Terrorism will always occur and will always strike fear. Media and the interconnected nature of society due to the internet enhances the rate and quantity of fear that the attack inflicts.  
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