Rachel Hunt
1200953

Incest in the ancient Egyptian royal family - Reflective Report


The initial direction I decided to take with my dissertation topic was incestuous relationship of the ancient Egyptians. I then decided to narrow this down slightly to focus on just the ancient Egyptian royal family due to the vast amount of information that could be discussed which on reflection would have likely not fit into the word count. Also, due to the vast amounts of sources and ways that this topic could be taken it would make piecing all the information together into a cohesive dissertation a tough challenge. When choosing between royal incest or incest of the general population I discovered that there is more within the archaeological record to work with for incest in the royal family as opposed to the lives of the everyday ancient Egyptians. 
When looking at the progress that I have made so far, I started by researching incest in ancient Egypt in a broader sense to determine what sorts of sources were available to me. I found many journal articles that are of value to my dissertation topic. For my research, so far, I have mainly focused on these journal articles but I do plan to look at a few books which may hold some relevant information. I would also like to incorporate material culture where appropriate within my dissertation.

Chapter One
Chapter One of my research is focusing on certain royal individuals throughout ancient Egyptian history. Through researching I firstly made a list of as many rulers that were either the product of incest or had an incestuous marriage. I quickly realised that there were many rulers that I could discuss further. However, due to word limitation I had to choose some that I would research in further detail. These royal individuals may change depending on this further research that I am currently carrying out which in turn may lead me to incorporate other royal family members from my initial list that may be of more relevance to my topic. 

I would like to provide case studies from the Old Kingdom through to the Ptolemaic Dynasty. However, something I have made note of is the vast amounts of information for the 18th and 19th Dynasties. However, ideally, I would like to ensure that I have examples that span across the 3,000-year history of ancient Egypt. Although, I understand that due to the availability of archaeological evidence that this may not be the case. This potentially could implicate my topic as there may be more of a focus on these dynasties and rulers such Akhenaten and Tutankhamun as opposed to the other dynasties and rulers. With this in mind, I plan to detail how these individuals are linked to incestuous relationships for example whether it be that they are the product of an incestuous relationship or if they participated in incestuous relationships and in what forms such as father/daughter and brother/sister. 

The individuals that I am presently researching are:
· Sneferu and Khafre (Pharaohs of the Old Kingdom)
It is these two rulers that I need to look further at as there is less in the archaeological record so further research is required which means that I may have to change these rulers, have a smaller section for the Old Kingdom or see if there are more examples of incestuous relationships for the Old Kingdom. An inscription on the false door of the tomb of Sneferu may provide me with further information that I require (Middleton, 1962:605).    
· Akhenaten and Tutankhamun (Pharaohs of the New Kingdom) and Ankhesenamun (Wife of Tutankhamun)
When focusing on Akhenaten and Tutankhamun I discovered that evidence points to Amenhotep III who was Akhenaten’s father and Tutankhamun’s grandfather participated in an incestuous relationship as he married his daughter due to her receiving the title ‘King’s wife”. There is some debate over whether Akhenaten participated in incest by marrying his daughters Meretaten who later became his principal wife and Ankhesenpaaten due to the daughters possibly being named after their mothers. Evidence has shown that the titles “mothers of the king’s daughters” were used which also makes it unclear if Akhenaten fathered his daughter’s children (Robins, 1993:29). I was curious as to whether there are many inscriptions or reliefs that detail the relationships between some of the rulers and their spouses that I have previously mentioned. One inscription that I would like to look at refers to a father and daughter marriage between Akhenaten and Ankhesenpaaten who would later go on to marry her half-brother Tutankhamun which may be beneficial when discussing my previous point (Middleton, 1962:604). This is something that I would like to explore in much larger detail due to its complexity. 
The relationship between Tutankhamun and Ankhesenamun and the fate of their stillborn children is one I would like to explore further also as it was this relationship that gave me my initial interest in this dissertation topic. From my interest in this relationship it led me to my bigger question of whether there were more of these types of relationships and how common were they. When thinking about my subchapters, due to the large amounts to discuss for this period I am undecided if I will bracket these three rulers as well as Tutankhamun’s wife Ankhesenamun under incestuous relations of the Amarna period. If I decide to put more of a focus on the Amarna period then I would also include the ruler Ay.    
· Hatshepsut (Pharaoh of the New Kingdom
I will focus on Hatshepsut due to her relationship with her half-brother (through her father Thutmose I) and husband Thutmose II. She was referred to as the ‘principal wife’ and the ‘God’s wife’ so this is an area that can be researched further (Robins, 1993:43).
· Ramesses II (Pharaoh of the New Kingdom)
My focus on Ramesses II is due to firstly the fact that he married his sister (Robins, 1993:36) and his daughters Bint-Anath, Meritamun and Nebattawy who were called ‘principle wives’. From reading Robins’s book I would like to look at some evidence on monuments that depict Bint-Anath that may be beneficial. Furthermore, in Bint-Anath’s tomb there is a scene that shows her being followed by the ‘King’s daughter’ which suggests that Ramesses fathered children with his daughter (Robins, 1993:29).
· Cleopatra VII and the rulers Ptolemaic Dynasty
Through my research I discovered that incestuous marriages were quite common during the Ptolemaic period. However, one thing that worthy of reflection is the gaps in the parentage such as that of Ptolemy, Arsinoe and Cleopatra. This may not give us a true view of the relationships during this period. However, from what we do know it seems that Arinsoe II married her half-brother Ptolemy and then her full brother Ptolemy II. Arsinoe and Ptolemy II were given the name Philadelphos (Ager, 2005:4). I plan to research this further as Ager’s article does not give a definition for this. From this period, we also see the marriage of half-cousins Ptolemy III and Berenike III and also what is thought of as the first product of a full brother sister marriage of this period occurs between Ptolemy IV and Arsinoe III. Furthermore, Ptolemy V married his third cousin Cleopatra I which to some may not be considered incestuous which I plan to discuss further. I also plan to detail the marriage between full siblings Ptolemy VI and Cleopatra II and her second marriage to another brother Ptolemy VIII. This will feed into Ptolemy VIII’s marriage to his wife’s daughter Cleopatra III who became his niece-wife (Ager, 2005:5-7).
	An issue that I have come across during my research of this period is the relationships from Ptolemy IX to Cleopatra VII as much of the information I have encounter has been confusing to understand. I think further understanding is needed which I plan to try to achieve. The final ruler of the period I will look at is Cleopatra VII and her sibling marriages to brothers Ptolemy XIII and Ptolemy XIV and the notion that these marriages produced no children and were not consummated (Ager, 2005:7).  

Chapter Two
Chapter Two of my research will focus on the ideology of why ancient Egyptian royalty chose to have these relationships. As of writing this report I have pinpointed two reasons so far which are to maintain the purity of the royal blood and to imitate the gods. I intend to expand on both notions and include case studies for the imitation of the gods which include the incestuous relationships of the gods Shu and Tefnut, Geb and Nut, Isis and Osiris and Seth and Nephthys (Robins, 1993:17-18) I will also detail the link between kingship and the gods as reason for the imitation. From further research, I also discovered the idea of modern incest taboo and how that can cause bias in our understanding of this topic. This feeds into the notion that the titles ‘King’s wife’ or ‘King’s principle wife’ being used to describe his daughters is nothing more than a title for when they would take the place of their mother during rituals (Robins, 1993:15). The heiress theory which states that the throne was passed down through the female line but ruled by the husbands. There are many issues with this theory which I plan to discuss further (Robins, 1993:26-27).

Chapter Three   
Chapter Three of my research is one that has seen some changes since my initial decision to research this topic. I initially planned to discuss the implications of the incestuous relationships in a broader sense including social, economic and physical implications. However, through my research I have developed an interest in the physical implication of incest such as disabilities. Therefore, I am tailoring my research solely to the physical implications.  
A study that may be beneficial as it looked at the mummified remains from 259 adult ancient Egyptians of the general population and compares them based on body height to the mummified remains of some members of the ancient Egyptian royal families. The study aims to show a reliability of comparing heights in relation to sibling marriages of the pharaohs (Habicht, M. E et al, 2015). A further study which looks at the ancestry and pathology of rulers during the Amarna period with emphasis on Tutankhamun is something that will be of use to me as it details many of the disabilities that plagued Tutankhamun and tries to find a conclusion for his death. I plan to read this study and see if there is anything that can link the disabilities to being the product of incestuous relationship or to see if there are other conclusions drawn (Hawass, Z et al, 2010).

To conclude, from reflecting on my research so far, I can see that some of the content of my dissertation has and may change. Also, I think that my chapters now feed well into each other and hopefully will make my dissertation seem cohesive with a clear overarch on the topic from start to finish.
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