                                               Common and Civil law

There are two primary groups of legal systems found in most nations: common law systems and civil law systems. There are about 80 countries with common law, compared to about 150 with what might be called largely civil law systems. The majority of the United Kingdom (England, Wales, and Northern Ireland), South Africa, Ireland, India (excluding Goa), Pakistan, Hong Kong, the United States (on state and territorial levels excluding Louisiana and Puerto Rico), Bangladesh, Australia, New Zealand, and many other places follow common law. Others have transformed the common law system into a mixed system. For instance, Nigeria mostly employs the common law system in its federal structure and southern states, while also incorporating religious law in its northern states.
The basic distinction between the two legal systems is that common law nations prioritize published judicial decisions as case law, whereas civil law systems prioritize codified statutes. These distinctions, however, are not as sharp as they may appear. In actuality, many nations combine elements of their common law and civil law systems. It is first necessary to comprehend the historical foundations of these systems in order to understand how they differ from one another.
The system's major antecedent was the English monarchy, which used to issue "writs," or written orders when justice needed to be served. Because writs were insufficient to resolve every situation, courts of equity were subsequently established to hear complaints and determine the most appropriate remedies based on equitable principles drawn from many sources of authority (such as Roman law and "natural" law"). After they were collated and made public, courts could search for older decisions and consider them in light of more current ones. As a result, the common law was developed, and areas of practice now include complaints against the police, workplace conflicts, discrimination law, landlord-tenant issues, personal injuries, medical malpractice, family law, and criminal law.

Common law features:
· It's not always the case that the constitution or laws be codified.
· Legal judgments are conclusive; the highest court's rulings are typically only appealed by that court or by passing legislation.
· extensive freedom of contract - few clauses are legally implied into a contract (however clauses intended to protect individual customers may be implied).
· Broadly speaking, anything that is not expressly prohibited by law is allowed.
Civil law features:
The civil law system is a body of codified law. Roman law serves as its foundation. An example of a civil law system might be.
· Usually, a written constitution based on certain codes (such as the civil code, rules governing corporation law, administrative law, tax law, and constitutional law) is in place, enshrining fundamental rights and obligations; Nonetheless, administrative law is typically less codified, and administrative court judges typically act more like judges of common law.

· Writings by legal experts have a substantial impact on the courts in several civil law systems, such as Germany.
· courts particular to the underlying codes — there are typically separate constitutional courts, an administrative court, and civil court systems that comment on and interpret that particular code; Limited contract freedom because many clauses are legally imposed and cannot be negotiated out of by the parties.
· Only legislative actions are regarded as legally binding for everyone. In civil, criminal, and commercial courts, there is little room for judge-made law, even though judges typically uphold earlier rulings. However, administrative and constitutional courts have the power to overturn laws and regulations, and their decisions in these situations are binding. 


The key differences between civil law and common law are shown in the table below, along with certain instances when they are comparable. on all parties.

	
	
	Common law 
	Civil

	
	
	
	

	
	SOURCE OF LAW
	Legislation, case law

	Legislation

	
	JURIES
	In certain jurisdictions, provided at the trial level
	may make decisions in important criminal cases alongside judges.

	
	LAWYERS
	Lawyers are in charge of making the case while judges serve as objective referees.
	Trials are dominated by judges.

	
	JUDICIARY LEVEL OF INDEPENDENCE
	high; distinct from the judicial and legislative spheres of government.
	high; distinct from the judicial and legislative spheres of government.

	
	POLICY MAKING ROLE
	Courts play power balancing.
	Courts have separate but equal authority.
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