Great speeches

Martin Luther King Jr.
I Have A Dream Speech (TEXT)

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed:
"We hold these truths to be self-evident: that all men are created equal."”

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia the sons of former slaves and the sons
of former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of
injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom
and justice.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be
judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor
having his lips dripping with the words of interposition and nullification; one day right there
in Alabama, little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys
and white girls as sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today.

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be
made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight,
and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.

US President Inauguration Speech (excerpt)

J.F. Kennedy, 1961

I do not shrink from this responsibility—I welcome it. I do not believe that any
of us would exchange places with any other people or any other generation. The
energy, the faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our
country and all who serve it—and the glow from that fire can truly light the
world.



And so, my fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you—ask
what you can do for your country.

My fellow citizens of the world: ask not what America will do for you, but what
together we can do for the freedom of man.

Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us
the same high standards of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a
good conscience our only sure reward, with history the final judge of our deeds,
let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and His help, but
knowing that here on earth God's work must truly be our own.

“Wall Street” Michael Douglas Greed Speech

The point is, ladies and gentleman, that greed, for lack of a better word, is good. Greed is
right, greed works. Greed clarifies, cuts through, and captures the essence of the evolutionary
spirit. Greed, in all of its forms; greed for life, for money, for love, knowledge has marked the
upward surge of mankind. And greed, you mark my words, will not only save Teldar Paper,
but that other malfunctioning corporation called the USA. Thank you very much.

Text of President Obama’s school speech
at Wakefield High school, US

Hello everyone — how’s everybody doing today? I’'m here with students at Wakefield High
School in Arlington, Virginia. And we’ve got students tuning in from all across America,
kindergarten through twelfth grade. I’'m glad you all could join us today.

X X X
Now I’ve given a lot of speeches about education. And I’ve talked a lot about responsibility.

I’ve talked about your teachers’ responsibility for inspiring you, and pushing you to learn.

I’ve talked about your parents’ responsibility for making sure you stay on track, and get your
homework done, and don’t spend every waking hour in front of the TV or with that Xbox.

I’ve talked a lot about your government’s responsibility for setting high standards, supporting
teachers and principals, and turning around schools that aren’t working where students aren’t
getting the opportunities they deserve.



‘Put in the hard work’

But at the end of the day, we can have the most dedicated teachers, the most supportive
parents, and the best schools in the world — and none of it will matter unless all of your
responsibilities. Unless you show up to those schools; pay attention to those teachers; listen
to your parents, grandparents and other adults; and put in the hard work it takes to succeed.

And that’s what I want to focus on today: the responsibility each of you has for your
education. I want to start with the responsibility you have to yourself.

Every single one of you has something you’re good at. Every single one of you has
something to offer. And you have a responsibility to yourself to discover what that is.
That’s the opportunity an education can provide.

X X X

Your families, your teachers, and I are doing everything we can to make sure your have the
education you need to answer these questions. I’m working hard to fix up your classrooms
and get you the books, equipment and computers you need to learn. But you’ve got to do
your part too. So I expect you to get serious this year. I expect you to put your best effort
into everything you do. I expect great things from each of you. So don’t let us down —
don’t let your family or your country or yourself down. Make us all proud. Iknow you can
do it.

Thank you, God bless you, and God bless America.



