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Success is an ambiguous term, it differs for everyone. Personally, I feel that success is gaining a first in Primary Education BEd with QTS and subsequently obtaining a teaching post within an excellent school. Einstein once said ‘‘Everyone is a genius. But, if you judge a fish on its ability to climb a tree, it will live its whole life believing it was stupid.’’ (Kelly, 2005) This quote resonates with me as, I feel a successful teacher is someone who can see potential in every child and this is what I am aspiring towards. Another element that would contribute to my success is to have the opportunity to help children become the best version of themselves. Furthermore, helping each child to reach their full potential would help to further my personal success. In addition, the ability to travel and teach abroad in order to broaden my horizons and develop my knowledge along with gaining experience would be a contributing factor I would deem as success within my career. In order for me to obtain success, I need to utilise the resources available in university, as well as further develop skills and qualities during my time as a student teacher. Ultimately, my goal is to be happy and fulfilled within my career of teaching.
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As stated by Cottrell, “critical thinking is a complex process of deliberation which involves a wide range of skills and attitudes” (2005, p. 2). The skills involved in critical thinking cover areas including: 
· Identifying others’ arguments
· Evaluating their evidence
· Weighing up arguments and 
· Being able to read between lines and see underneath the surface. 
Critical thinking is a useful skill to help make more informed decisions on what is before you. 
Scepticism and doubt are two factors used constructively when critically thinking; allowing you to analyse precisely. People can be naturally sceptical or doubtful due to their personality. Nevertheless, critical thinking isn’t down to individual’s personality traits, it is about the various methods aimed at exploring evidence. 
Critical thinking involves analysis of others reasoning. Prior to analysing others, we have to understand our own reasoning, it is important to understand your own perception before being able to critically analyse others. The skills required when analysing other’s reasoning include identifying, analysing and evaluating.
 Developing good critical thinking is often challenging due to the many factors involved. However, being able to do so brings many benefits in both professional and everyday life such as improved attention and observation, more focused reading and improved ability to identify the key points in a text. These benefits allow you to be precise in the way you think and can assist you in being more accurate and specific. Critical thinking allows you to develop ancillary skills such as observation, reasoning, persuasion and judgement. 
As stated, critical thinking is a concept which involves a multitude of skills and attitudes. For some, these attributes may need to be developed in areas such as; being able to understand different perspectives or being able to disregard own beliefs and interests. 
“Good critical thinking involves making accurate judgements” (Cottrell, 2005, p.6). In order to form accurate judgements self-awareness is required. Being self-aware may assist you in overcoming the barriers to critical thinking. The concept of critical thinking is a process which develops and improves with practice. There are many barriers that can impact individuals differently. Knowing these barriers can help people to find what has an impact on their critical thinking. For some people barriers may stem from not understanding the meaning of criticism, being reluctant to criticise experts or over-estimating own reasoning abilities. For others, barriers may include being unaware of strategies and methods, mistaking information for an understanding or lacking attention to detail. 
Academically, students need to develop a full understanding of critical thinking in order to meaningfully analyse and evaluate what is before them. Furthermore, students need to not only analyse the positive and negatives, they also need to reason why, conclude with evidence and recognise that answers are not always apparent. 
On completing the personal evaluation activities, I discovered areas in critical thinking I am confident in. However, I have also found areas I could improve on. I have gathered the various meanings of the word ‘argument’ in critical thinking, however, I could improve by equally assessing my points of view along with presenting my arguments clearly. 
In order to improve my critical thinking, I need to focus on the exact requirements of an activity in addition to collating key points from background information. The personal evaluation allowed me to determine these fundamental areas for improvement.
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Donaldson stated “Together, the current national curriculum and assessment arrangements no longer meet the needs of the children and young people of Wales. The case for fundamental change is powerful.” (2015, p.11) This explains the reason Wales is undertaking extensive reform. Professor Graham Donaldson has led the recommendations for the Welsh Government, providing multiple principles and purposes to implement within the ‘Successful Futures’ curriculum to facilitate children and young people to “grow as capable, healthy, well-rounded individuals…” (Donaldson, 2015, p.5).
Surveys including PISA highlighted concerns of a significant fall in the performance of Welsh pupils. This caused an invitation from the Welsh Government to the OECD in 2014 to undertake a review. (Donaldson, 2017, p.9) 
In my opinion, the curriculum in Wales is restrictive and outdated. Following extensive research, I discovered that teaching and learning in Wales is heavily structured. For example, the program of study for history is narrow, specific and provides children with little scope to follow their own interests or local history. Teachers require flexibility to engage interest of children. Allowing flexibility means lessons can be delivered creatively, in ways that are suited to the needs of learners. 
Information and communication technology in the curriculum is outdated. “This area of learning and experience will be consistently relevant in the opportunities that young people encounter…” (O’Prey et al. 2019, p.47). Therefore, the holistic approach of the new curriculum where ICT is used in all areas of learning will better prepare young people for workplaces of the future. This area should be a focal point of the curriculum.
Requirement for change in the curriculum was prominent. The Successful Futures curriculum is unquestionably a step in the right direction for the future of Welsh education. In comparison, it is straightforward and consists of clear principles and outcomes. 
Donaldson developed four purposes of the curriculum that should “guide all future decisions about national and local educational priorities” (Welsh Government, 2015) These four purposes cover all areas of developing children into well-rounded individuals for today’s world. Donaldson stated, “The report stresses the need to match structure to the purpose.” (2017, p.12) The structure describes six Areas of Learning and Experience which are placed in areas rather than exact subjects. This allows for increased connections in learning and flexibility in teaching, this is necessary for education today. 
The report underlines the need to incorporate digital competence across the curriculum. Modern society demands increasingly high levels of digital competence. The new curriculum maintains relevancy in education. However, the technical aspects will require detailed study and creative solutions. Time and expertise will be necessary. 
Development of Welsh language and culture will be advantageous to the future curriculum. This area is a strong aspect within the current curriculum and this development will be significant in assisting children to confidently speak Welsh in everyday life. 
Change in assessment procedures is also a beneficial feature. Donaldson (2015) highlighted that the Welsh Government has acknowledged the weaknesses of the current assessment framework. These changes are positive because assessments are relevant and inform how to progress to the next step. Emphasis on self-assessment enables children to consider their learning.
The Successful Futures curriculum is an ambitious, exciting and positive development. To be part of this innovative change and to have the opportunity to see children progress is an exciting prospect.
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