For this essay, there will be a brief talk about Maria Montessori, who she was, what she did. Also focusing on what she thought about observations, her curriculum, how Montessori links within experiential learning, the Foundation Phase, and how Montessori is still relevant within today’s education. Furthermore, will also be looking at the advantages and disadvantages about Montessori’s work. 

Maria Montessori was born in 1870 in a town called Chiaravalle, Italy. Montessori graduated from medical school and was one of the first woman to do so. Maria Montessori was actually a medical doctor, and she then later became interested in education and this began when working with children who had special needs. At first, her work was based around children with special educational needs, then she went and focused on supporting children who lived in the poorest parts around Rome.
Montessori opened her own school for children known as Casa Dei Bambini or known as Children’s House. Her method would allow children to follow their own interests, whilst also working at their own pace, and giving the child to have a hands on experience.

Montessori had four stages of where the child will develop, and these lasted to six years. First was infancy (birth to six), childhood (six to twelve), adolescence (twelve to eighteen), and transition to adulthood (eighteen to twenty-four).

The first stage of the child is very important, as the child is building themselves up to be who they are, and figuring out their dislikes, likes, and what their personality is like. No doubt during this stage they will learn and soak up everything, as their brains are like sponges, and Montessori believed it as ‘absorbent mind’ because they are taking in information. For example, if a child speaks another language apart from English, they will be able to pick it up straight away because they are hearing it, and they will start speaking it. As Maunz (unknown) states ‘when the child takes during the absorbent mind period is taken in effortless and remains as the foundation of his or her personality.” However, if the child tried learning a language when they are older, it may be a bit more harder and confusing. 
During the second stage, the growth is more calming and stable compared to the first stage. Also, with this stage they are more curious to know why something is happening and “the child’s mind is now something that adults can understand, approach, and influence” (Andrews, unknown). They want to learn new things but also find out the reasons, be able to see the other sides of issues, and have their own judgement to it. The child is moving away from “absorbent mind” to “reasoning mind” stage and just wanting to understand everything.

Adolescence is the third stage, at this stage of their development children are going to be changing and are going into that puberty stage, where they may start feeling more self-conscious, or become sensitive to comments.  Through this stage, they may also be feeling stressed due to academic studies, or family life, and “the adolescent appears to regress, and is less able to do what society expects of him than he was in elementary school.” (Andrews, unknown).

The last stage is, transition to adulthood. This is when the child will now become an adult, and society will also now seem them as an adult at eighteen. Throughout those ages, they could be deciding whether they would want to go to university or find themselves searching for a job they are interested in. They are putting their own experience and knowledge throughout their life into this stage, and whilst also still trying to discover themselves. Prowant (2015) states one of Montessori quotes “the child is endowed with unknown powers which can guide us to a radiant future. If what we really want is a new world, then education must take as its aim the development of these hidden possibilities.” 
However, it would be interesting to see what happens after the age of 24, do the stages just stop there or does it still continue through the last stage of Montessori’s development stages. 

Montessori’s theory is a child cantered and holistic approach, and it is all about children being able to experience and explore, and focuses on more of a scientific observations of children. 
Within Montessori’s curriculum, there are five areas, and the first one is practical life. Practical life activities are there for the child to learn how to care for themselves and the environment, and these are around four areas; caring for the self, caring for the environment, grace and courtesy, and movement of objects. 
The second one is sensorial, and this was designed by Montessori as it was to “help children express and classify their sensory experiences” (Montessori Academy, unknown). Children will use all their five senses; sight, taste, touch, smell and hearing in their environment, and the importance of having this, is allowing the child to understand the different materials. Some of these sensorial materials that are found within a Montessori schools are; the pink tower, wooden blocks, cylinders, and these are just some. 
The third is mathematics, this can link within sensorial as the toys or materials used within sensorial do slowly introduce maths to the children such as, the pink tower or the red rods. It is also performed by the child itself, and will self-correct. However, materials will be introduced by the teacher if the child does show interest, and then the teacher will move away for the child to learn by themselves and at their own pace. 
Language is the fourth, children within their first few years are like sponges and will pick up things quite quickly, just like language being one of them. They also can learn more than one language. 
Language allows the child to communicate about how they are feeling, what they have found out, and so on. By Montessori schools providing activities such as sandpaper letters it allows the child to create words and their thoughts. However, language can start within the practical and sensorial area as “with these lessons they will have learned how to focus and concentrate on a work and also a sense of order when working on the language works” (My Works Montessori, 2012). There are also book areas within the class, where the child themselves can read a book or ask a teacher. The children can learn language through songs, sensorial, talking to others, and stories.  
Lastly, it was culture, and cultural activities allow the children to learn about others in their class, and this can be done by stories, art, and role play area. For example, if there is a child from Japan or Africa the school could get the child’s parents to come in and talk about their culture, any traditional dresses, their language, special celebrations or music. Range of resources such as globes, map puzzles, or photos can allow the child to learn about different countries and somewhat see what they look like or where they are. 

If you look at Montessori Curriculum, the culture can also link within Foundation Phase which is personal and social development, well-being and cultural diversity. They both believe that it is important for children to know their surroundings and that others are different but still the same, they just have different beliefs or religion to them.  For example, Montessori schools learn about others by having the child’s parents/carers coming in, stories, role play, or looking at globes and puzzles, and this can also be done with public schools as the Foundation Phase believes it is important to celebrate different cultures such as they can have Eid, Diwali parties, celebrate Chinese new year as this “helps children recognise and gain a positive awareness of their own and other cultures” (Welsh Government, 2015).

Montessori school’s believe in having a good relationships with parents/carers of the children, just like other schools. By having a good relationship with parents/carers it allows the them to work better and to achieve the child’s potential both at home and at school. Also is it important to remember “in order to build and develop a relationship of trust, a teacher’s first contacts with parents are crucial.” (Loughran, 2008). 

Montessori believed in introducing mixed aged environment, as this will help children later on in life because when they are older the child will have to work with people that are going to be either older or younger than them. However, the younger child will also be learning from the oldest in the class and vice versa, and they are both learning from one another, and also giving the older child a sense of reasonability. Montessori wanted mixed ages because “You cannot imagine how well a young child learns from an older child; how patient the older child is with the difficulties of the youngers.” (Montessori Training Blog, 2016). 
Furthermore, this may only happen within Montessori schools as other schools are divided within the same age range, rather than three to six year old children being in the same class. However, if  traditional schools did want to mix children with different ages, children could come into the class and read books to the younger children. 

When Montessori was observing children she looked at their education as a scientist, as in observing children and finding different ways to help them reach their potential. “for Dr. Montessori, observation itself was an art that had to be exercised and practiced continually” (Stocco, 2014). Therefore, Montessori believed that observations were important as it will allow her to see what needs to be done to help a child to reach their full potential, and provide the needs. 
Montessori believes that practitioners/teachers are observers of children and by doing this, they will make appropriate interventions, and “Even when helping and serving the children, she (the teacher) must not cease to observe them, because the birth of concentration in a child is as delicate a phenomenon as the bursting of a bud into bloom” (Montessori Services, 2015). 

It is also important for teachers to read through their observations or notes that they have made, as it allows them to see where or what can be improved. This can be within the classroom or where the child needs more help in. Also, when teachers observe the children more and more this will allow the teachers to see anything that has been missed. 
The children’s needs will change as they pass through different stages which are, infancy, childhood, adolescence, and transition to adulthood, and whilst observing them throughout the stages it allows the teacher to see what can help the child more or what they are struggling at so that they can provide that support. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]When going into a Montessori school or even just looking at it, you can see that it is child sized, such as tables and chairs so that it is easier for them to reach. The classroom is also is bright and attractive with colours, and provides the children with different materials, pictures, toys, and whilst allowing the child to learn and play. 
Children can play by themselves, in pairs, groups, on the floors, outdoors and indoors, and children are able to move around freely throughout the room choosing activities that sparks an interest to them. 
Outdoor environments are important in a Montessori setting, as it offers the children opportunities to engage in the natural work and it was all about “bringing the inside out and outside in” (Isaacs, unknown), and that interaction with animals help children to develop and understand a sense of responsibilities. 
If you compare Montessori to a regular school, both will have their benefits and differences. One of the differences that are clear to see is that with Montessori schools children can learn on their own and almost be spontaneous, and regular schools children are being taught more by their teachers. The teacher in a Montessori school setting will act as a guide and help the child where it is needed, whereas, a regular school the teacher will tell the child what to do whilst giving them instructions.  

Experiential learning is when children are doing having more of a hands on approach to their learning and it allows the child to discover things on their own, instead of sitting and listening to their teacher. It gives the children a sense of curiosity and wanting to find out more, work through problems and gives them a challenge that they could face, and how to overcome it. 
With children having experiential learning they can gather the concept better, for example, the pink tower the child is being able to touch and feel the different sizes and having that sensorial experience along with maths, and it’ll become more real to them.
Furthermore, any mistakes they make can become a valuable experience, learn through those experiences, and find other solutions that can work better. Afterall, “Education is a natural process carried out by the child and is not acquired by listening to words, but by the experiences in the environment” (Sydney Montessori School, Unknown).

Even though Montessori’s method was years ago, it is still clear to see that she still has a huge impact within education today and there are Montessori school’s based around her method, and it is quite popular. 
She looked at a child centred education and developed a holistic approach for children, and a bit like the Foundation Phase as “at the centre of the statutory curriculum framework lies the holistic development of children and their skills, building on their previous learning experiences and knowledge” (Welsh Government, 2015). They both believe the holistic development of the child and that they should have a hands on experience. However, some could argue that sometimes the Foundation Phase may not always have hands on experience due to children being observed or the teacher telling the child what to do because the teacher needs to see if a child can do a certain task for their milestones, whereas, within a Montessori school it is practically hands on all the time and the teacher only interrupting when it is needed or to guide the learning, and then stepping back to allow the child to learn and play freely. Her contribution to education does not go unnoticed, she made the whole classroom to have child sized equipment, such as, furniture, toilets, spoons, and the different manipulatives that are seen within classrooms are a part of Montessori, and she very much believed in the importance of hands on learning and this has been seen within many schools. 

Also, the children are not learning in the typical lecture that are becoming more and more familiar, the child are learning through by doing activities such as cooking, cleaning, and this can be seen as role play within regular mainstream schools. You could also say that teachers in mainstream schools need children to have some freedom of choice within classrooms, and this can come down from the influencing of Montessori idea’s alongside the school’s curriculum. Moreover, it shows that children are different individuals and they will learn in different ways, and will learn in their own pace.

Montessori influences the Foundation Phase by ensuring that teachers are observing children using the Foundation Phase Handbook, so that in order that their needs are being provided and met. For example, by observing children the teacher will be able to see how they are playing, learning, what they are struggling with, and can also be challenged in order to progress their learning. 
The Foundation Phase also believes in the child as a whole as the Welsh Government (2017) states “At the centre of the statutory curriculum framework lies the holistic development of children” and “Children learn through first-hand experiential activities with the serious business of ‘play’ providing the vehicle.” This also links within Montessori as she believes that children should be able to explore, experience and understand what is around them. However, Montessori school’s may have more of an advantage to this due to others schools having to ensure that they are following the Foundation Phase, and sometimes there could be lack of resources, staff, and funding.  

Every theorist or philosopher will have advantages and disadvantages, and Maria Montessori is one of them. The advantages are that Montessori schools provide groups of children that are different ages, as this helps children to learn from each other. However, what would happen if a child had to move and go into a traditional mainstream school and they are not used to being in a class that is only their age, and it could take them a while to get used to it.  When it comes to learning, they are both different as Montessori encourages individual pace learning, and mainstream schools all children will have to be at the same pace. 
The disadvantage are that it can or could be difficult to adapt to other schools. For example, a child might move into another school, and could find themselves struggling because they are used to having more of hands-on experience and approach. Whereas, this school could be more about sitting down and listening to the teacher, and learning through books. 
Another disadvantage is that not every place will have a Montessori school. It is common, but it is not available everywhere and if there was a Montessori school it could be expensive as prices are not always low.

Overall, it is clear to see that Maria Montessori has had a huge impact within education and how it is important to see children as a whole, and her approach was a holistic development. Montessori believed children should learn by doing things as this will prepare them for later life experiences. 
Both Montessori and mainstream schools are different, yet still have some similarities within each other such as experiential learning, Montessori may have more of a better advantage at it due to not following a national curriculum and it is based around children having that hands on experience. It is also important to remember that “never help a child with a task at which he feels he can succeed”-Maria Montessori (Daily Montessori, unknown), as in children should have little interference when they are learning, unless it is needed then the teacher can guide them.
Maria Montessori also believed observations are important for teachers to do, as this allows them to see where the child is at but also to see where extra help or guidance is needed.
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