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INTRODUCTION:

In recent years police officers in the United Kingdom are facing an increase in knife and gun crime. There has been an increase of 5% knife related incident (Godbold, 2024) in the last year and around 58,584 of gun related incidents recorded in the United Kingdom within the last 10 years, which 275 of these incidents resulting in serious injury (NCA , 2024). On top of that there has been 25,734 recorded assaults against police which is a 21% increase from 2021 (Home Office, 2021)
It is evident that policing in the United Kingdom is becoming even more dangerous day by day and with only 17,000 of British officers out of 123,000 as of 2020 being equipped with a CED or commonly known as TASER (Deuchar 2024). With over 106,000 estimated officers only being equipped with a baton and spray, how can police officers ensure that they are safe when carrying out their duties. 
The police in the United Kingdom are typically not armed, but terrorism risks have increased significantly in the past 16 years (Callahan, 2021). Despite this, British police remain unarmed. Recent surveys indicate that many Britons support arming police, especially after recent terrorist attacks (Carr, 2017). Carr's survey found 70% of the public favour routine arming, while 20% oppose it. Among Metropolitan Police Officers, 44% prefer more specialist firearms officers, and 26% support routine arming. The Police Federation (N.D.) reports a 33% support for routine arming, an increase from 9 years prior, with 55% of officers willing to carry firearms. This data suggests strong support among both the public and officers for arming police or increasing specialist firearms personnel
The relevance of this topic to be underscored by the ongoing discussions about crime, terrorism, and public safety, such as the recent case in Australia where a knife attacker was stopped by an armed officer (Chisholm, 2024). Investigating the impact on officer and public safety, the benefits and risks of arming police, and its effect on public trust and community relations is crucial. This research can contribute valuable insights to police forces, academics, and the public.
The goal is to determine if arming all officers yields better outcomes compared to having specialist firearms officers and to understand officer preferences regarding carrying firearms. This leads to the question, should all officers in the United Kingdom be trained to carry a sidearm? 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
· Find research on statistics of firearms officers in the UK as well as correlation between firearms incidents. 
· Use government reports on statistics of firearms officers within the UK and compare that to the number of firearms incidents 

· Research on other European countries with firearms officers and their correlation between firearms incidents 
· Find statistics on firearms incidents and number of armed officers in European countries

· Talk about how UK officers have other uses of firearms such as taser and how effective that is compared to live firearms 
· Research material and statistics on taser instead of using firearms 

· Are UK police officers wanting to be armed or would rather taser/ do UK police officers feel like they need to be armed?
· This can be achieved by creating a poll and giving officers in South Wales Police the chance to answer anonymously 



	LITERATURE REVIEW:
Key literature that will be utilised as part of my research would be textbooks and government reports.

Squires (2014) explores the relationship between crime rates and police being armed, this book also discussed whether firearms enhance officers’ safety and if it deters crime. 

GOV.UK (2013) provides statistics about the number of firearms incidents per annum and stats on the total number of officers which are authorised to carry a firearm

David (2020) provides both negative and positive perception of the question, “should police be armed”. This piece of literature states that most countries in Europe do have their officers armed to combat high levels of violence as not arming the police gives the criminals a strong advantage without having much risk to themselves. 
David however states that routinely arming the police can cause a spiral in violence and from looking at other countries in Europe, there appears to be a correlation between officers being armed and more gun crime. David states that if officers are armed, criminals will be at a strong disadvantage and decide to arm themselves as well further resulting in gun violence. 

David further adds to the fact that arming police officers could provide a negative or positive outcome. David states that arming officers could cause the public to feel safer and more secure when at an airport for example. However, David also adds that arming officers where the public have no connection to criminal life could cause them to fear police as they regard officers carrying a weapon as alien to them and could decrease the public confidence if they see every officer with a firearm. 

I will be using primarily online websites, scholarly articles, government reports on the effectiveness of gun possession and statistics. 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
I will conduct two research samples. The first involves polling 20-30 frontline police officers on whether they support routine arming or prefer more specialist firearms training. My second survey will gather public opinion on whether officers should be armed and their feelings about it.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
 I will be using a general questionnaire for both active police officers and for the members of the public. These samples would be perfect for my research as the I would get an insight into the confidence of arming police from police themselves and the public. 
Within the survey I will be asking police officers if they believe they will feel safer with a firearm, and I will also be getting the public’s perception as to whether they also believe they will feel safer with all officers being armed.

	ETHICAL ISSUES:
The main ethical issue that I can recognise is confidentiality, I will ensure that when I conduct my research by using polls/questionnaires, I will maintain the integrity and the questionnaires will be anonymous. Another ethical issue would be the emotional impact from the questions as some officers may have some level of trauma relation to the questions being proposed. I will solve this ethical issue by putting a disclaimer at the start of the questionnaire and at the end providing links to support. 

	TIME SCALE:
My own research time scale will take approximately 1 week or less depending on how many questionnaires I receive back. I would aim to have 20-30 officers and members of the public to answer the survey to get accurate information 
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