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In this essay, I will be evaluating and discussing the subject area involving victims of crimes. I will be engaging in the vast research around the topic including; why people become victims of crimes in regards to different factors such as their vulnerability and other variables that may have or had an effect leading these individuals to be victims of crimes. I shall also be discussing the legislation and policies in effect with regards to individuals who have fallen victims to crimes as well as those who are thought to be vulnerable or at risk of crimes being committed against them and researching how certain policies can help/ protect the wellbeing of these individuals. During this essay, I will try to gain an appreciation for vulnerability, welfare, and risk in the context of operational policing including response to police presence, public protection policing, and different organizational approaches to supporting vulnerable people or those at risk. I shall also be seeking to gain critical knowledge of the nature and extent of onset offending and the impact of early intervention to curve offending. To accomplish all of this during the essay I will be completing extensive research from a wide variety of sources, looking at both past and present statistics that will help me gain an overall and in-depth knowledge regarding the subject area. Another key part of my work will be to develop an understanding of many different theories from reliable sources to produce a more comprehensive awareness for victims of crimes, and this will help me evaluate as well as possibly suggest improvements that can be made in society to better the world and the individuals in it to help victims of crimes and in hope to reduce the number of victims of crime in the future.     

Whenever a crime is committed there will always be a victim. For example, if the crime was theft then the owner of the item that has been stolen would be the victim. Millions upon millions of people all around the world are victimized every year, although there are no set reasons for many of the crimes that are committed, there are variables that may suggest that some individuals that are more likely to be victimized. These variables may include; location, wealth, known associates, gender, physical or mental impairments, and a few more. (Schmideberg, 1980)
The location that an individual lives in or even is present at a certain time can have an impact on whether they are more or less likely to be victimized. Research has shown that in the UK, crime rates tend to be higher in bigger areas such as Greater Manchester, where a study has shown that in the year 2018-2019 the crime rate was at 117 per 1000 people in the area. Compared to the North Yorkshire whereas low as 56 per 1000 people were victimized. (Peett, 2020). This study may show that the location you are in can make you more vulnerable to being victimized as some areas in the UK show that in certain areas more people have crimes committed against them compared to other areas. A study produced by (Trust for London, 2021) suggests that the reason crime rates are higher in certain areas is because of these areas being ‘income deprived with the most income-deprived areas showing a 2.3 times higher likelihood of crime involving Violence, robbery, and sexual offenses and are 2.6 times more likely to have crimes involving drugs and weapon offenses. The areas that are known where individuals receive less income may have higher crime rates usually due to the motivation of the criminal. If an individual earns a lower amount of money they could be seen to have a higher motivation to commit a crime due to the benefits they receive from doing so.
The next variable I have looked at was gender, and how it can increase an individual’s likeliness to be victimized. In the UK studies have shown that overall, males are more likely to be a victim of crime. Males have a higher rate of being a victim of all crimes other than rape and other sexual assaults. However, after research was conducted by (Hoyer, 1980) and shows that although men are more prone to be a victim of a crime, women show a higher fear when it comes to the topic of crimes. This study led to the belief that because of the fear levels shown to be the females that were interviewed that women are more likely to have a higher caution when involving their safety, compared to men as the results have shown that men have a much lower percentage when involving the topic of being a victim of a crime. This leads researchers to believe that men believe that they don’t need as much security, and this may have an effect on why male individuals are more likely to become a victim of crime.
Another aspect that could increase the likelihood of being victimized would be the vulnerability of an individual. Studies show that criminals are more likely to offend someone if they are seen as ‘weak’ or unable to fight for themselves. There are different factors that can lead to a person being more vulnerable, for example, the age of an individual would have an effect as a criminal would be more likely to steal from an elderly man rather than a sturdy younger man due to the fact that they believe it would be easier and they are more likely to get away with the crime. 
Age will have an impact on victimization as research by (Clark, 2021) shows that the age group with the most reported victims is between ages: 16 - 24. Research into why this age group, in particular, has a higher rate of victims could be due to the social groups at these ages. (Department of justice, 1997) the idea that victims of crimes can at the ages of 16-24 be because of the social environment can be backed up by research that shows the highest criminal offender age group ranges between 18 - 23. The higher percentage of age groups involving criminals and victims are very similar, showing that it is likely that criminals may commit crimes against individuals of a similar age. 

Certain individuals are more vulnerable than others and it can fall under the criminal justice system to ensure their safety. 
In the UK, there’s a clear legal structure for safeguarding vulnerable adults. The overall concept of safeguarding adults is to protect their life, keep them protected and stop them from threats or encountering abuse or  neglect
certain adults require more help to be capable of taking care of themselves; there are many reasons why this might happen and different aspects that can lead to them being vulnerable including Mental illness; Those with mental illness can get taken advantage of, for instance, an individual with anxiety could be manipulated toward allowing someone to take over their finances as they may feel like they cannot do it themselves, the person who is taking advantage of them could be able to commit a crime against them by stealing money. A Physical disability individual could be seen as vulnerable as they may not be able to accomplish certain tasks and can be seen as an ‘easy’ victim towards those who are planning on committing crimes. However, not all people with a physical disability are overly vulnerable some may need carers to help them with day-to-day activities as well as helping them be less likely to become a victim of a crime. A homeless individual can also be seen as vulnerable as Without a secure place to sleep, a person can grow vulnerable to various sorts of harm. Homeless people can also be enticed into sex work or other low-level crimes by those around them. Not all homeless people have that experience as many are helped and are introduced into a network that can support and help them. Substance abuse can also make an individual vulnerable as when someone is addicted to a substance they can be taken advantage of as they could be more compliant if given the item they are addicted to. Different factors can clearly make vulnerability more possible especially in people aged over 85, where one in every 43 people is evaluated as vulnerable, compared to the one in every 862 in adults aged 18-64. everyone is accountable for safeguarding adults. If someone were to notice someone being abused or exploited in any environment, they should take responsibility and report it so a professional can help There are many safeguarding legislation that distributes responsibility to individuals in specific positions to act upon reports of adult abuse. The fundamental legal responsibility for safeguarding vulnerable adults lies with local authorities. (Rushton, 2020)
There are many laws that are set out to help and aid vulnerable people, some of which include:
Care Act 2014; This Act ascribes safeguarding vulnerable adults by describing the legal responsibilities while defending vulnerable adults. It places out that local authorities have the foremost responsibility and demands work in partnership with health and care organizations. (Cooper, 2017)
Human Rights Act 1998: This legislation is very large with a whole of 13 articles describing everyone’s fundamental rights within the law. However, when it comes to safeguarding vulnerable adults, four main articles are used: article 2; protects the right to life, article 3; affords freedom from degrading and inhumane treatment, article 5; enshrines the right to liberty and security and article 8; guarantees the right to private life, family life, and home life. Any individual is capable of seeking legal support or having someone go through the law on their behalf if these rights are violated.  (Hoffman, 2010)
Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006; The purpose of this legislation is to make sure inappropriate individuals don’t work alongside vulnerable adults. individuals who possess a criminal history of abuse and exploitation are put on a list that is checked when anyone applies for a new job with vulnerable adults. The vetting and barring system outlines the sort of work that needs an analysis of the list, with controlled and regulated workplaces. It tries to stop future abuses happening by someone with previous convictions of crimes that may have been abusive. (Griffith, 2009)
Data Protection Act 2018; At first, the Data Protection Act was founded in 1998 however, it has since been succeeded by the 2018 Act that produced the law of the General Data Protection Regulation from the European Union. It explains when and how you are able to use, or process data that you possess about n individual. As well as this, there are further rules regarding when you can distribute data. In times of how this refers to vulnerable people, there may be occasions where you need to reserve the information you have to be capable of protecting a person. Likewise, you may need to give information to additional agencies so you can seek security for a vulnerable adult. The law permits this if your efforts will stop harm and allow for efficient response, or is in the public interest, among other reasons. (Iversen, 2006)
All of these laws along with many others have been put into place to help prevent vulnerable people from becoming victims and many have worked so well over the years as seen in studies that show since some of these laws have been introduced, crime rates that involve vulnerable people have decreased. (Stewart, 2013)
The UK National Crime Agency (NCA) knowledge evaluation on the 'County Lines' criminal enterprise guide tries to promote awareness of an organized though formerly widely unknown and complicated crime difficulty focused on the supply of Class A drugs. Important points of County Lines as 'wicked problem'-type activities are the exploitation and abuse of vulnerable people. The NCA evaluation truly highlights the safeguarding concerns established and offers a worthwhile contribution to the first steps of a viable problem-solving strategy. However, following attempts to achieve efficient and sustainable replies are expected to be hindered by defects discovered in the wider domain of policing, and unusually in the information and knowledge bases surrounding the idea of vulnerability. Two developing policing structures propose encouraging ways forth for policing frequently and replies to County Lines respectively. The one is known as 'vulnerable people policing', is centered in Australia while the other, known as 'early intervention', is emerging within the mainstream UK policing discourse. (Coliandris, 2015)

Public faith in the criminal justice system (CJS) is a matter of continuing solicitude across the United Kingdom, especially in the knowledge of the comparatively low levels of trust recorded in the British Crime Survey (BCS) and elsewhere. New work on policing has emphasized that the existence of procedural justice has an extraordinary impact on ‘user-satisfaction, confidence, and legitimacy. However, it is unknown whether this importance on fairness concerns the CJS altogether, which various individuals might see as originally there to control and punish criminals as effectively as possible. By giving victims a voice and a feeling that someone is hearing them and understanding their interests thoughtfully.

In this essay, I have researched the many ways in which a person can be vulnerable due to many different reasons such as age, location, gender, and others and I have realized that many different people are vulnerable for different reasons and can be easily targeted by criminals. Some of the statistics I have observed are shocking and need to change. There are so many people around the world and especially in the UK that may need additional help if they are seen to be vulnerable to becoming a victim. I have also divulged into the different laws and legislations in place to help vulnerable people and the ways they have been and can be used. I think many of these laws have helped exponentially and will carry on to do so. However, there will always be room for improvement when it comes to the laws in the UK. I would suggest that the UK government need to have a serious look into the protection of vulnerable people to hopefully reduce the rate of crime towards those who are vulnerable and imply an early prevention strategy by improving and providing better security for individuals that need it as well as security advances in the areas with higher rates of crime to improve the rate off offenders able to be caught and reduced rates of crime in areas where people are vulnerable to crime. Most importantly the CJS needs to listen to the victims of crimes and make sure they are supported as being a victim can have a detrimental effect on the victim and how they can process moving forward in life. 
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