[bookmark: _GoBack][bookmark: _Int_j0Igxcsn][bookmark: _Int_W8BUujX8]George Floyd was a black male who was killed in police custody in Minneapolis on May 25th 2020; Floyd was killed by officer Derek Chauvin by holding his knee on Floyd’s neck while Floyd pleaded to be released, saying that he could not breathe multiple times (New York Times, 2022). The police were initially called as a result of a cashier believing that a 20 dollar bill used by Floyd was counterfeit; one of the officers then proceeded to draw his gun at Floyd as they initially arrived on the scene, with Floyd being described as “drunk and not in control of himself” (BBC, 2020). After this, Floyd was pushed onto the ground and Chauvin then proceeded to hold his knee on Floyd’s neck for over 8 minutes, even keeping his knee pressed down after Floyd lost consciousness and despite the pleas of bystanders to release Floyd (Marcus, 2022). Chauvin had served in the Minneapolis police force for nearly 20 years and had a long history of using excessive force during arrests (Marcus, 2022); Chauvin was sentenced to twenty two and a half years for the second-degree murder of Floyd, with his conviction being upheld following appeal in April 2023, nearly 3 years after the murder (Associated Press in Minneapolis, 2023). The murder of George Floyd led to widespread protests across the globe as well as reforms to policing in the United States as well as having an impact on policing across the world, including the United Kingdom.    

Firstly, it has been argued that the murder of George Floyd had a profound impact on the image of the Police in both the United States and the United Kingdom. However, this is not necessarily the case; in 1999, the Metropolitan Police force were found to be “institutionally racist” by the Macpherson report into the murder of Stephen Lawrence (Macpherson, 1999). Even further back than this, the 1981 Brixton riots, sparked by Operation Swamp 81, highlighted the tension between the police in the United Kingdom and ethnic minorities (Black Past, 2010). Additionally, it has been found that black people are more than six times more likely to be stopped and searched than a white person (GOV.UK, 2022). Overall, these factors have contributed to 56% of BAME people saying that they do not trust the police with only 32% saying that they do trust the police (Abaraham, 2023). Therefore, it can be argued that the murder of George Floyd had little effect on the image of the police in the United Kingdom, especially amongst people of an ethnic minority background, but instead the incident highlighted existing concerns regarding the police in the United Kingdom. 

Racism in the Police force was also a pre-existing issue in the United States; instances of unarmed black people being fatally shot by the police were well documented prior to the murder of George Floyd; despite only making up 13% of the population of the United States, black people account for 27% of people fatally shot by the police (Bunn, 2022). Therefore, black people are killed at a disproportionate rate compared to other ethnic groups in the United States.

Secondly, one of the main responses by the public to the murder were calls to “defund the police”; this means to divert resources from the police and prisons into other institutions such as housing, employment and education (Levin, 2020). These measures were implemented in some communities, however were later reversed following a rise in violent crime (Mello-Klein, 2022). Another response to the murder was the use of the anacronym “ACAB” by anti-racist protestors, meaning “all cops are bastards”, relating to how the police are claimed to be institutionally racist with all officers complicit in this by anti-racist protestors (Gagliardo-Silver, 2020). Interestingly, this phrase was previously used by racist skinheads, but has now been adopted by anti-racist protestors (Anti-defamation league, 2022). 
Thirdly, the murder led to a number of reforms to American policing; firstly, the use of force was clarified, with many states saying that force was only to be used as a last resort after all other non-violent options had been extinguished, with 9 states banning the chokehold used to kill George Floyd and Colorado banning all use of force for minor and non-violent offences (Subramanian and Arzy, 2021). Additionally, all uses of force must now be documented and reported to the state or federal government (Subramanian and Arzy, 2021). Secondly, in response to the officers who arrived at the scene with Derek Chauvin failing to intervene to stop Chauvin from killing Floyd, 12 states have made it mandatory to intervene in instances of police brutality or other forms of misconduct, as well as an obligation to administer first aid to any victim of such acts (Subramanian and Arzy, 2021). 

The murder of George Floyd had a limited impact on policing in the United Kingdom; since the murder, the police have made it a priority to restore the trust of black people in the police force (National Police Chief's Council, 2021). Additionally, a report conducted by the Commission on Race and Ethnic disparities recommended the diversion of drug users into the health system, a reform to stop and search powers and an increase in diversity (Commission on Race and Ethnic disparities, 2021). However, the Casey report released in 2023 reiterated the Macpherson report released in 1999 by calling the Metropolitan Police “institutionally racist” (Casey, 2023). This indicates that not much progress has been made regarding racism in the police in the United Kingdom. 

Lastly, concerns were raised regarding the media coverage of George Floyd’s death. 2 million articles featured Floyd’s name in the 2 weeks following his death, yet only half made mention of the link between the killing and racism and police brutality, additionally, many news outlets such as fox news focused more on the damage and violence caused by the Black Lives Matters protestors rather than the actual murder itself (Signal AI, 2020). 
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