                                                                     Task 1
                                                              Criminal Law

1.Is there a general duty to act in criminal law?
The general rule of criminal law is that there is no obligation to act. This implies that people are usually not held criminally accountable for doing nothing. This rule does, however, include some instances when an obligation to act does occur. In their book "Criminal Law," 8th edition, 2021.
A legal obligation not to execute an act is known as an omission. It deals with a circumstance in which someone neglects to do action for which they are legally required.
In criminal law, the basic rule is that unless there is a clear legal obligation to act, there is no culpability for inaction. This means that, unless one of the acknowledged exceptions occurs, people are typically not prosecuted for failing to take reasonable precautions to prevent harm to others.
Contractual Obligation: A contract may give rise to an obligation to act. A lifeguard, for instance, can face criminal charges if they neglect to help a person drown since their employment contract requires them to act.

2.What are the requirements for a crime to be committed by omission?
Legally speaking, a crime committed by omission—also called a failure to act or nonfeasance—occurs when someone neglects to stop harm from happening that they are legally obligated to stop. In their work "Criminal Law: Text, Cases, and Materials," Emily Finch and Stefan Fafinski address what constitutes an omission offence. These are the main ideas that are usually mentioned: 
Legal Obligation: For someone to act, a prior legal obligation must exist. This obligation may result from several causes, such as:
Statute: When an action is required by law, like in the case of mandatory reporting requirements.
Contract: When someone must carry out specific tasks as part of a contractual duty.

3.When might a statutory duty to act be present?
In Jonathan Herring's "Criminal Law: Text, Cases, and Materials," 10th edition, the idea of a statutory responsibility to act is discussed in relation to criminal law. Based on the ideas covered in Herring's book, the following scenarios could involve a statutory duty to act:
Statutory Requirements: Laws or statutes may expressly require people to act in circumstances. As an illustration:
Reporting Requirements: According to certain legal requirements, some professions such as physicians, educators, or social workers must notify the appropriate authorities of any suspected incidents of abuse or neglect.
Health and Safety Laws: These laws may impose obligations on employers and workers to maintain a safe workplace; noncompliance with these obligations may result in criminal prosecution.

4.When might a contractual/duty based on office be present?
According to Stuart Macdonald's "Criminal Law" (2018), there are many circumstances in which there may be a responsibility to act based on a formal position or contractual obligation. Here are a few instances:
Employment Contracts: People may be required by contract to perform certain tasks as part of their job. For instance, a lifeguard's job contract requires them to save anyone who is in danger in the pool where they work. In a similar vein, a security guard's responsibility is to safeguard the area they are employed to guard.
Professional Responsibilities: Depending on their position and the principles that guide their behaviour, certain professionals have obligations. For instance, physicians have an obligation to treat their patients medically, and attorneys have an obligation to represent their clients' best interests.

5.When might a duty to act arise from assumed responsibility?
In Taylor, Elliott, and Quinn's "Criminal Law," several situations when a person willingly assumes a role that entails an obligation to act can be explored in relation to a duty to act coming from assumed responsibility. Here are a few situations in which this obligation might exist:
Choosing to Assume Care voluntarily:
Taking Care of a Child or Vulnerable Person: If someone accepts the voluntary role of providing care for a child, an elderly or disabled person, or both, they can be legally required to take action to keep that person safe. For example, when someone offers to watch over a friend's child, they owe it to them to give the youngster the care and security they require.
Entering the Scene of an Emergency: When someone enters the scene of an emergency on their own initiative, they may be assuming a duty to act. For instance, if someone begins CPR on a collapsed individual, they have an obligation to keep going until help from a professional source arrives or it is safe to stop.

Cohabitation and Assigned Responsibilities: In some home environments, people may assign duties to one another. Cohabiting partners, for instance, might have a duty of care to one another, particularly if one of them depends on the other for fundamental necessities.

                                                                               Task 2

Should there be a general duty to act within the criminal law of England and Wales.
What are the arguments for and against this?

Arguments For a General Duty to Act in Criminal Law
Morality and Ethics: Advocates of a broad duty to act contend that everyone has a moral duty to assist those who are in need. This viewpoint is based on ethical theories like utilitarianism and deontology and the principle of human decency. For example, deontological ethics emphasises obligations and principles, arguing that people have a moral obligation to help those in need regardless of the repercussions. On the other hand, utilitarianism promotes behaviours that maximise well-being and enjoyment in general. Requiring people to act when they can stop harm or save lives is in line with these moral precepts since it improves the well-being of others and lessens suffering. 
Prevention of Harm: The possibility of a broad obligation to act to stop harm and save lives is one of the strongest justifications for it. Timely assistance can mean the difference between life and death in many emergency circumstances. One way to influence the outcome of an emergency scenario is to provide comfort until relief arrives, summon emergency services, or offer first aid. Action orders from the law guarantee that people do not overlook their capacity to make constructive contributions in these kinds of situations. 
Upholding Social Order: A broad duty to perform fosters a culture of reciprocity and accountability, which can support the upkeep of social order. When people are compelled by law to assist those in need, it fosters a sense of responsibility and community. This sense of accountability can prevent indifference and apathy, promoting a society that is more caring and cohesive.
Special Relationships: In the setting of special relationships, the case for a universal duty to act is strong. For example, parents are naturally obligated by law to provide for their children. In a similar vein, public servants like police officers and firefighters have a duty to serve and protect the people. The imposition of a universal duty is more justified in certain situations since these ties entail intrinsic obligations to support and protect others.

Arguments Against a General Duty to Act in Criminal Law
[bookmark: _Int_HqIAVwkQ]Individual Freedom: A broad responsibility to act's opponents contends that such a requirement violates people's right to privacy and discretion. People's freedom to make their own decisions is restricted by legal obligations that force them to step in under specific circumstances. People may choose not to act for a variety of reasons, including ethical, psychological, or personal ones, therefore this intrusion might be viewed as a violation of their right to individual liberty.
Practicality Concerns: Important practical obstacles stand in the way of enforcing a general duty to act. It is intrinsically difficult to decide whether and how to intervene on behalf of individuals in different situations. From minor accidents to serious emergencies, there are many diverse types of situations that call for assistance, and depending on the situation, different responses may be needed. It is challenging to establish recommendations that are both obvious and consistent for these many contexts.
Potential Harm: Critics draw attention to the possible risks involved in forcing people to intervene in risky or unclear circumstances. Mandating something without thinking through the possible outcomes may have unexpected implications. And somebody attempting to break up a violent argument, for instance, can end up a victim.
Legal Uncertainty: Another crucial concern is the possibility of uneven implementation and judicial interpretation. Courts may find it difficult to implement a universal duty to act consistently, which could result in a variety of inconsistent decisions. This discrepancy can lead to misunderstandings regarding legal rights and obligations, undermining the justice and predictability of the legal system.
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