Theoretical Approaches: Key Readings
This module aims to embed theory in the analysis of the archaeological record, to better understand how and why objects and people moved around the East Mediterranean during the Bronze Age. To aid our interpretation, we will be looking at a number of theoretical approaches that are having increasing impact in archaeological literature, in particular Appadurai (1986) and Kopytoff (1986). Several of these theories are covered in Steel 2012.
To help prepare you for the module please look at a few of these articles. Some are quite dense and take a lot of reading, so the sooner you start the better!

Appadurai, A. 1986. Introduction: Commodities and the Politics of Value. PP. 3-63 in The Social Life of Things, A. Appadurai ed. Cambridge: CUP.
Kopytoff, I. 1986. The Cultural Biography of Things: Commoditization as Process. Pp. 64-91 in The Social Life of Things, A. Appadurai ed. Cambridge: CUP.
There are hard copies in the library and both texts are available online at:
https://www-fulcrum-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/concern/monographs/vq27zp00f

Other important texts:
Gell, A. 1992. Technology of Enchantment and Enchantment of Technology. Pp. 40-63 in Anthropology, Art and Aesthetics, J. Coote and A. Shelton eds. Oxford: Clarendon.
Pdf available at: https://www.brown.edu/Departments/Joukowsky_Institute/courses/materialworlds/files/1108595.pdf 
Mayet, C. and Pine, K.J. 2010. The Psychology of Gift Exchange. University of Hertfordshire, Internal Report.
Available at: https://karenpine.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/07/The-Psychology-of-Gift-Exchange.pdf 
Polanyi, K. 1963. Ports of Trade in Early Societies. The Journal of Economic History 23 (1): 30-45. 
(old but useful!) pdf available in library at: https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/2116276
Perhaps also look at how Joanna Luke applied this approach to the Iron Age material at Al Mina: 
Luke, J. 2003. Ports of Trade, Al Mina, and Geometric Greek Pottery in the Levant. BAR International Series 1100. Oxford: Archaeopress.
Available hard copy from library store.
Sherry, J.F. 1983. Gift Giving in Anthropological Perspective. The Journal of Consumer Research 10(2): 157-168.
Pdf available in library at: https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/2488921
Steel, L. 2018. Shifting Relations in Bronze Age Gaza: An Investigation into Egyptianizing Practices and Cultural Hybridity in the Southern Levant During the Late Bronze Age. Journal of Ancient Egyptian Interconnections, 20: 15-30.
(uploaded on moodle page)
Wengrow, D. 2008. Prehistories of Commodity Branding. Current Anthropology 49 (1): 7-34.
Pdf available in library at: https://www-jstor-org.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/stable/10.1086/523676?sid=primo 
