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Benefits of Vygotsky's
Approach

»  Enhanced Learning Outcomes

> Improved student engagement and
motivation

» By involving students in interactive and
collaborative learning activities,
Vygotsky's approach increases the
learners motivation and engagement.

This active participation leads to a

deeper understanding of the material.

» By incorporating Vygotsky's principles
into teaching practices, Teachers can
create a more dynamic, supportive, and
effective learning environment that
caters to the diverse needs of learners.

»  Encouraging both inner speech and external
speech helps leamers develop better
thinking skills and better problem-solving
abilities.
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Into Glassroom Practice:

Combining Thought and
With Sociakeation A Dynarme rocess

> Behaviorism, Cogni

Introduction.

> Overview of Learning Theories

> Briefintroduction to learning theories.

ism, Constructivism, Social Constructivism and
Humanism. Are all key aspects into learning theories. The two | would
like to focus on are, Constructivism and Social Constructivism because
that's where Vygotsky really shinned. Constructivism is about learners
constructing their own understanding and knowledge of their own
experiences and then reflecting and looking back on them. Examples
would include, Group based learning and cllabrative learning

> Social constructivism really focuses on cultural context and social

interactions. Examples would include, peer tutoring  and
cooperative learning groups.

> Importance of understanding learning theories in education.

> Bowen, T. (2024) helps to say that Learning theories are sets of ideas

that prove or explain how someone attains knowledge. Each theory can
be applied to the educational field in many ways.
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Applying Vygotsky's Theories
in the Classroom

> Practical Strategies

> Oneof the easiest ways of incorporating Vygotsky's theories in the classroom is by using (ZPD). Asses the
current level of understanding and skills of your learners, then you can identify the next level that they
can reach with guidence. Then, support and provide help so that your learners can reach that next level

> Collaborative learning activities

> Working in group activities is also & great way of applying Vygatskys theory, Because he belisved that
children Jearn co-erdinate idaeas and. plays hrough callabritive pretend play. Vyaotsky. helisved that.
Social interaction is required for cognitive leaming.

> Vygotsky said * What the child can do with assistance today he/she wil be able to do by him/herself
tommarouC. L think that quate is useful because it shaws, that f you can identify the sill level of your
learners and give them assistamce 16, reach there new level,

> Vygotsky believed that Language Is the most important cultural tool for children and play a massive role
in cognitive development. He Identified three stages of language development, Social speech, Private
speech and silent inner speech.
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Real-World Applications

Examples of schools or classrooms successfully implementing Vygotsky's theories

timonals from educators and students

This quote i from a case study done in Ohio On how they implemented Yygatskys theory into the
sorriculum. Stover, T. (2018). The Framework for 21st-Century Learning (The Framework) s focused on
the mastery of core subjects and been found to be essential to student success. Teachers in a suburban
school district in Ohio were struggling to address the challenges associated with the implementation of
The Framework. The purpose of this qualitative case study was to examine how teachers implemented
the program in their classrooms. Vygotsky's theory of cognitive development guided the exploration of
how elementary teachers were implementing critical elements of The Framework to scaffold lteracy
instruction. A qualitative case study design was used to allow the researcher to examine the ways
elementary teachers were addressing the challenges of The Framework. Nine elementary teachers
(grades K-3) with varying levels of experience from 2 elementary schools similar in demographics in a
school district were selected to participate in the study. Each completed a questionnaire pertaining to The
Framework and was observed in the classroom using a checklist based on The Framework, guided by
Vygotsky's sociocultural theory of learning, and focused on best-practice literacy principles. Axial coding
was used to identify patterns and themes from the questionnaires, observations, and public documents.
Results indicated that educators were implementing The Framework, but were using outdated
terminology, were creating misconceptions and confusion about some literature principles, and were not
using student-driven assessment strategies. The findings informed creation of  professional development
project that will provide elementary teachers in the district with support while integrating The

Framework. This study affects positive social change by providing increased understanding of lteracy
instruction to enhance student learning within The Framework.
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Brief biography of Lev Vygotsky

Cherry, K. (2023) says, "'Lev Vygotsky was a
seminal Russian psychologist best known for

his . He believed that social
interaction plays a critical role in children’s
learning—a continuous process that js profoundly
influenced by culture. Imitation, guided learning,
and collaborative learning feature prominently i
his theory."

Ficetest.org. (2024) Says, "Lev Vygotsky, born in 1896, was
a psychologist best known for his sociocultural
understanding of learning and human development. His
theories stressed the importance of social interaction
during childhood to develop core linguistic, sox
cognitive abilties. Instruction under a Vygotsky-driven
approach would see students learning through imitation
and collaboration with peers rather than through a
lecture or solo classwork."
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Conclusion

> Summary of Key Points

> In conclusion Vygotskys theory can be helpful within the classroom for identifying certain learners skill and understanding
levels.

> There are some difficulties with implementing \iygotskys approach but there are work arounds such as helping individual
learners than as a whole class.

»  Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD): Targeted support for cognitive growth.
> Scaffolding: Gradual removal of support to foster independence.

> Social Interaction: Enhances learning through collaboration and dialogue.

> Cultural Relevance: Ensures learning is meaningful and contextually relevant.
»  Language Development: Promotes higher-order thinking and problem-solving.

»  Motivation and Engagement: Increases student participation and understanding.

> Holistic Development: Integrates cognitive, social, and emotional learning.

> Thank you for listening.
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Key Concepts of Vygotsky's
Theory

> Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD)

> Mdeod, . (2022) SimplyRsycheloy state that “The zone of proximal development (ZPD) i the
difference between what a learner can do without help and what they can do with guidance and
encouragement from a skilled partner”.

> “the distance between the actual developmental level as determined by independent problem
Solving and the level of potential development as determined through problem-solving under
adult guidance, or in collaboration with more capable peers” (Vygotsky, 1978, p. 86).

> Effective Scaffolding

> SimplyPsychology.org (2022) Helps define effective scaffolding can be implemented into the \
classroom by back-and-forth communication, this allows for ongoing assessments of the leamer's \
understanding, it can also help support the learner more efficiently. After subtle fading of \
scaffolding the learner will interalize the skills and knowledge.

> Social Interaction

> social interaction is important within learning because it can help learners develop a lot of
different skils, such as

> Cognitive, linguistic, affective, social and organizational. These are all helpful skils because
these skils il help learners work in group projects and activiies. Social interaction identifys
with many things such as peer learning, learning by teaching, learning by doing or group work.

> Vygotsky stressed the importance of socialinteraction in learning. Collaborative activities and peer
Iearning encourage learners to engage in meaningful dialogues, enhancing their understanding and
retention of knowledge.
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Challenges and
Considerations

Potential Challenges
Difficulties in implementing Vygotsky's theories
Solutions and best practices to overcome these challenges

vy vy

Vygotsky Learning Conference (2010) helps define the difficulties
as. "Vygotsky's socio-cultural theory disregards the role of
the individual, but regards the collective. Vygotsky asserted
that the mind is not considered separate from the group.
That is, Vygotsky maintained that knowing is relative to the
situation in which the knowers find themselves. In turn, the
theory does not recognize that individuals can rise above
social norms based on their ability to bring about personal
understanding (Lui & Matthews, 2005, p. 392)".

> One of the ways you could overcome this is, by also allowing
to learn as an individual instead of as a group learning
session. Such as giving them solo tasks and help identify
their level of understanding as a separate learner.
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Title

» Title: How Learning Theories Can Support Effective
Teaching and Learning Through Vygotsky

» Subtitle: Exploring Vygotsky's Contributions to Educational Practices
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Brief biography of Lev Vygotsky

Cherry, K. (2023) says, "'Lev Vygotsky was a
seminal Russian psychologist best known for

his . He believed that social
interaction plays a critical role in children’s
learning—a continuous process that js profoundly
influenced by culture. Imitation, guided learning,
and collaborative learning feature prominently i
his theory."

Ficetest.org. (2024) Says, "Lev Vygotsky, born in 1896, was
a psychologist best known for his sociocultural
understanding of learning and human development. His
theories stressed the importance of social interaction
during childhood to develop core linguistic, sox
cognitive abilties. Instruction under a Vygotsky-driven
approach would see students learning through imitation
and collaboration with peers rather than through a
lecture or solo classwork."





