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Definition: corruption, decay, mischief, rottenness, immorality, to degenerate or spoil

From the triconsonantal f/s/d, fasad is equated with corruption or with one who spreads corruption on the earth. The word is normally used in the plural, denoting corrupt conditions which have been caused by unbelievers and unjust people, and are seen as disobedience against God. This threatens the overarching Islamic principle of the importance of community well-being.

‘Corrupting the earth’ is given as legal grounds for imposing punishment: particularly in Iran and Pakistan. In issues of public law, for example, the paramount importance of the community can implicate persistent prostitution as a crime against the community, while it ameliorates the crime of suicide (Ebrahim, 2007: 174) as being less corrupting of communal well-being. Among Shar’ia jurists, the term signifies the nullity of a legal act. The crime of fasad is included in the hudud punishments, that is, those given in the Qur’an as being mandated by God. Because the Islamic ideal of communal life is well-being and peace (salam) and the opposition of any disturbance of social unrest, the existence of fasad is not only denounced, but its opposite (ameen or the trustworthy) becomes an obligation: ‘safety and security are considered profound divine blessings to be cherished and vigilantly pursued’ (Abou El Fadl, 2006:46). The word fasad always carries negative connotations. 

The negativity of ‘fasad’ is widely reported in the Qur’an. The term can be used to mean hypocrisy, as in the case of those who became Muslims in search of wealth, betraying the true Islam through deviancy (Buresi and El Aallaoui:154). This is echoed in the lack of loyalty present in those who had denied Allah, as seen in Surah VII:101 – 103, ‘Now see the nature of the consequence for the corrupters’. It is confirmed in the use of the word ‘mufsidin’ in Surah XXVIII:77, ‘Allah loveth not corrupters.’ Surah V:33 advises the punishment of death or crucifixion for ‘those who strive after corruption in the land’. Further, hypocrites are described in II:205: ‘he is the most skillful in persuasion, but wherever he prevails he goes about the earth spreading corruption (‘al-fasad’). 




Many of the legal requisites for the appointment of, for example, local governors, mention the struggle against corruption and interior enemies. Secret meetings are condemned as a constant source of political and social unrest, as in Surah LVIII:9, ‘O believers, if you converse secretly—that is to say, hold secret conference—converse not for purpose of sin and rebellion.’  The ideal of Islam is to secure social peace at any cost (Iqbal, 1909: 34).   

Contemporary legal use of the term fasad can reflect the view of modern ecologists, where a disregard for the natural environment is described as a form of corruption. The destruction of crops or of fertile land would therefore come under the heading of fasad. Contemporary jurists have also included national and international terrorism as examples of fasad (Moniruzzaman, 2008:7) as they are instances of man’s interference in the perfect divine system of the world (Elahi and Abbas, 2014:34). 
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