How Does the Role of Ancient Chinese Culture Shape Contemporary Chinese National Identity?
The role of Ancient Chinese culture, particularly the values and traditions, still includes a crucial impact on the national identity of contemporary China. As one of the four ancient civilisations, China has over 3000 years of written history dating back to the Shang Dynasty (1600 to 1046 B.C.) meaning that despite China having the longest and unbroken history, compared to other ancient civilisations, there is still even more that has yet to/will be discovered; the influences from these values have help and guide how China has shaped its way of life, diplomacy, foreign policy and plenty of more.
The way in which countries gain their national identity and psychology, whether that is directly or indirectly, is how the worth of culture is valued and influenced, and China is no different. 
Within the dynasty of Xia, Shang and Zhou there was an emphasis on a patriarchal system which was marked by the inheritance of the eldest son, the land enfeoffment and also the sacrificial system of the ancestral temple. Under this system etiquette was compulsory and binding force on each of the clan members because the patriarchal system had become an unwritten and unspoken law that one must abide by thanks to the very fact that kinship and the genealogy within the ancestral temple dictated the political status that a clan would have as during Ancient China, there was a strict belief and expectation that individuals were to behave in line with their social standing which was further fortified by Confucius who had instilled that the basic fundamentals of a successful civilisation was to have a strict social order and discipline[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Kumar, Anil, Ancient China (Civilization), <https://www.lkouniv.ac.in/site/writereaddata/siteContent/202003251320353011anil_kumar_Ancient_China.pdf>] 

Despite the fact that the enfeoffment and the sacrificial system of the ancestral temple is no longer relevant within contemporary China, the fact that the son, whether it be the eldest, middle or youngest, will and for most be prioritised in the majority of cases just like in Ancient China, the sons were highly regarded due to the fact that they are able to continue on the family name, bloodline, receive an inheritance, able to earn a higher wage and is able to support/look after their elderly parents; whereas daughters, albeit are no longer used as a way to bridge families together, either in a political or social move, are expected to take on the more traditional role of being a housewife and providing a child for her husband. 
This type of belief was consolidated during the more patriarchal society of Ancient China and ideal of this belief has been deeply ingrained within society that even within modern-day China we are seeing this still happening. A prime example of this is the ‘One-child policy’ that was implemented from 1979 to 2015, where a husband and wife could only have one child and if they were to violate policy, they would face penalties[footnoteRef:2], this meant that during this period of time there was a lot of couples who abandoned their daughters, commit infanticide or they would give them up as adoption, which is why in the West there were predominately female Chinese babies being adopted, just so that they could keep their quota for a son[footnoteRef:3]. [2:  Ebenstein, Avraham, ‘Estimating a dynamic model of sex selection in China’, (2009), pp. 783–811]  [3:  Fong, Mei, ‘How China's One-Child Policy Led To Forced Abortions, 30 Million Bachelors’, 1 February, 2016] 

As traditional values become the social norm and had been deeply integrated within modern-day China, these values also cultivate patriotism, predominately within the younger generation of the Chinese leading to a surge in cancel culture.
A prime example of this is the NBA controversy that happened in 2019 which caused the NBA to have substantial losses as Daryl Morey, who is the Huston Rockets’ manager, had in support of pro-democracy tweeted in the midst of the Hong Kong protests, which included the words: “Fight for freedom, stand with Hong Kong.”[footnoteRef:4] Despite the statements put out by Tilman Fertitta, who is the owner of Rockets, it did very little to disperse the anger that the Chinese fan and sponsors had felt due to the fact they felt like it was an outsider who was putting in opinions when it was not necessary, in return, Morey’s tweet had put a dent in the morals of the Chinese fan as the NBA, more specifically the Houston Rockets, had boosted in popularity due to Yao Ming being selected to be the first Chinese member of the Houston Rockets. [4:  BBC News, ‘China NBA: How one tweet derailed the NBA's China game plan’, 10 October 2019, <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-49995985>] 

In retaliation to the tweet, CCTV, which is a government-run broadcaster, and Tencent which streams the NBA had claimed that they would not be broadcasting the matches with Rockets and that the partnership between the Rockets and the domestic sportswear brand, Li-Ning, had ceased. 
Another example of this is the Xinjiang controversy where China had been accused of committing genocide on the ethnic minorities – the Uyghurs. Xinjiang is a region that is predominately a desert, and it produces a fifth of the worlds cotton[footnoteRef:5], the news of Xinjiang is nothing new to the press, but it had been recently thrown back into the press in March 2021, due to H&M, a Swedish clothing retail, who had put out another statement regarding the Xinjiang cotton despite not mentioning the region explicitly[footnoteRef:6] which had sparked the fury once again with the online users within the Chinese community to boycott the fashion company. [5:  BBC News, ‘Who are the Uyghurs and why is China being accused of genocide?’, 21 June 2021, <https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-china-22278037>]  [6:  Li, Jane, ‘H&M’s latest statement on Xinjiang cotton is very careful not to mention Xinjiang’, 31 March 2021, <https://qz.com/1991038/hms-latest-statement-on-xinjiang-doesnt-mention-xinjiang/>] 

The first statement that H&M released a year ago in which they expressed concerns about forced labour in Xinjiang and their plans to cut ties with the cotton industry within Xinjiang. Which Weibo, a large Chinese social media platform, users called for a boycott. H&M had gotten blocked/is no longer accessible via China’s biggest e-commerce sites, for example, Alibaba’s Tmall platform, Taobao, Pinduoduo, JD.com and the official store.[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Li “   “] 

Other brands such as Adidas and Nike who had put out a statement claiming they no longer will use cotton from the Xinjiang region had seen their sales plunge by 78% and 59% respectively, whereas domestic brands such as Anta, which had an increase by 59%, and Li-Ning, which increase by 92%, shows that a large percentage of Adidas and Nike’s sales are by the Chinese consumers.[footnoteRef:8] [8:  Bain, Marc, ‘Adidas is trying to have it both ways on Xinjiang’, 7 May, 2021, <https://qz.com/2006406/adidas-is-trying-to-have-it-both-ways-on-xinjiang/>] 

Though the fact that the values of Ancient China have been deeply ingrained within the Chinese society, whether it is filial piety or unity, each of the value are the core structure of what makes China the country it is today and what it is made of; and when there is something that is/will affect or threaten the national interest of the country, the people are not afraid to come together and retaliate against the West by showing their patriotism.  
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