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‘Start at My feet’ commentary


In this assignment I will be looking at how opportunities and challenges in a school’s community influence teaching, learning, and other aspects of the school. 
Throughout the school, there are several opportunities for the children’s knowledge to expand. Additionally, parents/ carers, family and the community have the chance to participate in their children's education. Opportunities throughout the foundation phase age group are significant due to it being the most crucial time for their development and maturation. This enables children to improve their abilities and discover what they enjoy doing.
As they seize these opportunities, they will encounter both strengths and limitations that will force them to test themselves and perform to the best of their abilities. With the assistance of the teachers, parents, and other carers, they will have the chance to experience new things and be able to meet those new challenges. They will learn how to communicate their sentiments throughout this period. These opportunities will also broaden their perspectives on the world and what is possible, which will inspire them to set dreams and goals for themselves.
           From my bridging experience in school x, I saw many opportunities and challenges in the school community. The school hosts a variety of events throughout the academic year, this consists of Christmas shows, topic days, and school fetes. Topic days are particularly helpful to the children as it allows them to expand on the knowledge they have been learning. The school uses this as an opportunity for the children to share their work with their parents/ guardians. They can also impact their learning as if their parents see what the child is learning, they may go through the topic with them at home. Another chance for parents and the community to become engaged, and a chance for them to see what the kids are learning and how well it works for them.
           Following on from this, another chance for parents to get involved with their children's learning is a process called tray and display. This allows the parents to view their child’s work and gives them the opportunity to ask the teachers for feedback and suggestions on what their child should work on to improve in that area. This benefits their learning as again they can work at home to improve with the parents.
An opportunity in a school community that influences teaching and learning in schools providing pupils with recourses. When visiting school x during bridging, they provided many different recourses to the pupils, this includes a foodbank and trolley with essential items. However, they also give students who do not have access to laptops the chance to take one home. This is beneficial to the teaching and learning at school as the teacher can set work using the online recourses the school uses for the child to complete at home, this means the student is then therefore learning by completing the task. 
An opportunity in a school community that influences teaching and learning in schools is parent/guardian involvement. During bridging, school X had many different opportunities for the parents to be involved in the school, one being the PFA. PFA is a small active group who meet at least once a term. They do a lot of different tasks to benefit the school/ children. Some examples include organising school fetes, providing funding for gifts for the children at times like Christmas and help decorate classrooms. This is beneficial to not only the children as it is making their learning fun and enjoyable, but also to the parents/ guardians as they can feel more involved with their children’s learning and get an insight on what they are doing.
A factor that can give opportunities to children but also challenge in a school’s community that can influence teaching and learning of a school is socio-economic status. Socio-economic status can be defined as a means of classifying people according to their level of education, annual income, and employment (National Cancer Institute, 2011). Socio-economic factors affect the performance of pupils. Students with a better socio-economic status typically result in having better grades (Punjab Colleges, n.d.). The rise in the amount of children who live in poverty has contributed to more diversity than ever in our countries' classrooms. Learning and teaching become more challenging as a result (Punjab Colleges, n.d.). 
Due of their conditions at home or because of poverty, children may not arrive at school ready to learn. These individuals can have trouble focusing and may find it hard to effectively communicate with their friends, teachers, or other adults at school. These problems can impair the learning of the individual but also the learning of their peers who do not live in poverty (Punjab Colleges, n.d.). I believe that socio-economic status can influence teaching and learning as in my opinion if the child comes from a low socio-economic background, there may be other issues related to this and I believe if a child is dealing with issues at home, when they attend school they may not be able to focus because of stress or may be affected emotionally therefore, having issues with behaviour.
            Linking with socio-economic status, I believe that a challenge in a school’s community that can influence teaching and learning of a school is home/ community environment affecting a pupil’s well-being. Children can be exposed to stressful circumstances that affect their everyday life. This could be changes in the home such as parent separation/ changes in the family set up or could be more serious issues like, neglect, abuse witnessing abuse or similar things. Children from underprivileged communities usually perform worse academically and in terms of cognitive development than their more affluent counterparts. (Public Health Scotland, 2020). Children from disadvantaged areas typically perform worse in terms of early Curriculum for Excellence or performing well in reading, writing, and numeracy from as early as primary one until they leave school (Public Health Scotland, 2020). However, in contrast to the negative views of poverty factors like extra-curricular support and parental involvement can have a positive impact on these children.
             As previously mentioned, I believe parental involvement can be a good opportunity that can influence teaching and learning of a school, however, it can also be a challenge. During my bridging experience, school X was based in an area where there were a lot of full-time working parents. This meant that not all parents were able to come in on open days, view children’s work, attend events like concerts for example. Parental involvement is the involvement of parents in ongoing, productive conversation with their children about their academic progress and other school-related activities. Goodall and Vorhaus state that:
            The more parents are engaged in the education of their children, the more likely their children are to succeed in the education system. School improvement and school effectiveness research consistently shows that parental engagement is one of the key factors in securing higher student achievement. Schools that improve and sustain improvement engage the community and build strong links with parents. (Goodall and Vorhaus, 2011)
             In addition to this, one of many studies indicated that regardless of the students' socio-economic or ethnic background, "high levels of parental expectation, constant encouragement, and steps to expand learning chances in the home were all positively associated with students' high ambitions. (Desforges and Abouchaar, 2003). However, in contrast to this It has been demonstrated time and time again that school-related activities, such as parents serving on a governing board, or participating in school trips, have no bearing on students' performance. The fact that they are all significant, fun activities that make families feel a part of a school's community the fact that they may eventually encourage involvement is evident. However, there is no proof that they influence outcomes. (Harris and Goodall, 2007). In my opinion, I believe that parental involvement can influence teaching and learning as from personal experience and after researching it is shown that involvement and encouragement from parents influence children’s learning.
	However, an opportunity in a school community that can help this issue and influences teaching and learning is schools providing pupils with recourses. When visiting school x during bridging, they provided many different recourses to the pupils, this includes a foodbank and trolley with essential items. However, they also give students who do not have access to laptops the chance to take one home. This is beneficial to the teaching and learning at school as the teacher can set work using the online recourses the school uses for the child to complete at home, this means the student is then therefore learning by completing the task.
To summarise, I have gathered from my bridging experiences and research that if schools work efficiently with the surrounding community (parents, local community) it can really benefit a child’s learning experience. The school collaborates with the community in a variety of ways to enhance the education and wellbeing of the students. The chances to improve their knowledge offered by the school enables parents, carers, and the community to help students and be at the forefront of their learning. The children's development throughout this stage is broadened by the variety of opportunities available to them. I believe that by the school offering these opportunities, it will continue give them the chance to improve/ enhance their knowledge.
     	After witnessing how important and helpful involving the community and different learning opportunities to children, it has greatly affected my approach to teaching in the future. It will influence what I do when I am in a school due to the clear affect it has at broadening the children’s knowledge and improving their learning. 
	When looking at the Professional standards for teaching and leadership (QTS) standards, there are two standards that I believe link with broadening the learning of the children and engaging with the community. My first target/ standard I want to achieve when I am in a school is ‘Involving partners in learning’. This is the “importance of positive involvement of parents/carers and other partners is understood, and opportunities are taken to observe and evaluate processes”. I believe this standard is important as a big aim of mine when I start teaching is to build and have a good relationship with the parents/ guardians of the children I am teaching. This is important for me as I believe being able to communicate with the parents/guardians will help benefit the child as we would be able to discuss any concerns or anything that could improve their learning. 
My second target/ standard I want to achieve when I am in school is ‘Real life, authentic contexts’. This is where “the teacher demonstrates an understanding of the use of real life, authentic contexts for learning being provided as a natural part of the learning experience. This extends the learner’s cultural, linguistic, religious and socio-economic experience and illustrates applications of concepts and abstracts in practice”. For the children to have the community benefit their learning, I believe it will help them to understand what makes their community e.g., different religions, languages, different backgrounds are some examples. 
	By aiming to reach these targets when I am in a school, I believe they will help my teaching and benefit the children’s learning massively.




