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The WOB is a very strong and intelligent character who puts up strong arguments in her prologue defending women’s sexuality and ability to adapt in an extremely patriarchal society. She seems quite business minded when it comes to her body (sex for gifts and power) and uses her attractiveness, libido and cunning to dupe the men in her life into giving her the bridle in their marriage. She had a hard life, being married extremely young at 12 to a man older than her, probably as a way of creating familial ties. Despite this, it seems from her tale that she still idealises romance and second chances, it seems that basically all she wants are her needs to be met and to have some power in her household. Her tale is set in Arthurian times and is about a quest for knowledge, I found it interesting how she adapted the common narratives of the time to suit her own argument. She turns every anti-feminist text of the time on their heads and backs them up with strong arguments from the same texts they’ve come from. Chaucer uses WOB’s tale to challenge gender stereotypes, putting women in power over the men in the story.
