HTML Forms

[bookmark: _GoBack]Forms are used as a means for webpage users to enter data. All contents for forms must be placed within <form> </form> tags.


<form>


</form>




Forms should also be given a name:

<form name=”myform”>


</form>

Text input


The most basic type of input is a simple text input and is done using the following tag:

<input type=”text”>


<form name=”myform”>
Enter name:<input type="text" name="username">
</form>
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Note: Each form element should be given a name. This helps with the reading of data later. 


No two form elements should have the same name:


<form name=”myform”>
Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>
Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage">
</form>






Change size of text input

Text input for a form is a standard size by default. However, the length of the input can be changed by setting a size:



<form>
Enter name:<input type="text" name="username" size="50"><br>
Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage">
</form>
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Submit button

The submit button is responsible for instructing the form to send its data to some destination. The syntax for this is:


<input type="submit">




A destination (action) for the form must also be specified. The most simple of these is mailto: which simply sends an email containing the entered data to a specified address. (Note: We will eventually use PHP to process the form data)


<form action="mailto:gaynor.thomas@uwtsd.ac.uk">
Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>
Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage"><br>
<input type="submit">
</form>
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Changing the text on the submit button

By default, the submit button will display “Submit Query” (see above example). This can be changed by adding a value to the submit button:


<form action="mailto:gaynor.thomas@uwtsd.ac.uk">
Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>
Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage"><br>
<input type="submit" value="Submit">
</form>
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Placing an image on the submit button


Instead of using the standard grey button with text on it, it is possible to use a .jpg or gif for the submit button. This is achieved by using 

<input type=”image”>


<form action="mailto:gaynor.thomas@sihe.ac.uk">
Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>
Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage"><br>
<input type="image" src="mybutton.gif">
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Even though the type is “image”, the button will still function as a submit button.


Reset Button


The reset button is used to clear the whole form in case of error. The code of this is <input type=”reset”>


<form action="mailto:gaynor.thomas@uwtsd.ac.uk">
Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>
Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage"><br>
<input type="submit" value="Submit">
<input type="reset">
</form>
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Like the Submit button, the text on the Reset button may be changed by adding a value:

<form action="mailto:gaynor.thomas@uwtsd.ac.uk">
Enter name:<input type="text" name="username"><br>
Enter age:<input type="text" name="userage"><br>
<input type="submit" value="Submit">
<input type="reset" value=”Clear”>
</form>
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Password input


If the user is entering sensitive information, such as a password, it is possible to hide the information from observers. This is done using

<input type=”password”>


<form>
Enter password:
<input type="password" name="userpassword">
</form>
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Text areas

If a larger text input area is needed, a textarea may be used. This is achieved using the <textarea> </textarea> tags. Set the width and height for the textarea using rows=” “ and cols=” “.


<form>
Enter your comments:<br>
<textarea rows="10" cols="30" name="comments">
</textarea>
</form>


cols
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rows  







If required, text can be put in the textarea to appear by default. This is done by placing the required text between the <textarea></textarea> tags:


<form>
Enter your comments:<br>
<textarea rows="10" cols="30" name="comments">
Please type your comments here
</textarea>
</form>
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Radio buttons

Radio buttons are used to choose one option from the presented options. The standard for radio buttons is that only one should be selected at a time. 

* Radio buttons in the same group should have the same name:


<form>
What is your favourite food?<br><br>
<input type="radio" name="food">Kit kat<br>
<input type="radio" name="food">Curry<br>
<input type="radio" name="food">Pizza<br>
<input type="radio" name="food">Apples<br>
</form>
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If you wish to enable a radio button by default, this can be done using the CHECKED command. This should only be done for ONE of the options.


<form>
What is your favourite food?<br><br>
<input type="radio" name="food" checked=checked>Kit kat<br>
<input type="radio" name="food">Curry<br>
<input type="radio" name="food">Pizza<br>
<input type="radio" name="food">Apples<br>
</form>
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Checkboxes

Checkboxes are used to select 0, 1 or more options from the presented options. Check boxes have different names.

<form>
To which of the following places would you like to go on holiday?<br><br>
<input type="checkbox" name="Spain">Spain<br>
<input type="checkbox" name="Scotland">Scotland<br>
<input type="checkbox" name="NZ">New Zealand<br>
<input type="checkbox" name="NK">North Korea<br>
</form>
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As we did for radio buttons, we can enable some options by default if we wish by adding CHECKED:

<form>
To which of the following places would you like to go on holiday?<br><br>
<input type="checkbox" name="Spain" checked=checked>Spain<br>
<input type="checkbox" name="Scotland">Scotland<br>
<input type="checkbox" name="NZ" checked=checked>New Zealand<br>
<input type="checkbox" name="NK">North Korea<br>
</form>
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Pull-down menus

Pull-down menus can be created using the <select> </select> tags. Options which appear within the menu are created using the <option> </option> tags.


<form>
Choose your favourite animal from the menu:<br><br>
<select name="pulldownmenu">
<option>Dog</option>
<option>Cat</option>
<option>Rat</option>
<option>Aardvark</option>
</select>
</form>
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When you pull down the menu, you can see all of the options and then select one as required by clicking on it with the mouse:
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By default, the first item in the list displayed (in this case, “dog”). If you want to change this, you can place SELECTED in the option you want to be shown.


<form>
Choose your favourite animal from the menu:<br><br>
<select name="pulldownmenu">
<option>Dog</option>
<option selected=selected>Cat</option>
<option>Rat</option>
<option>Aardvark</option>
</select>
</form>
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the second option in the 
menu, ‘cat’ is displayed

Scrolling menus

Scrolling menus are created in a similar to pulldown menus. In fact, the only difference is that scrolling menus have a size attribute added to the <select> tag. 


<form>
Choose your favourite animal from the menu:<br><br>
<select name="scrollingmenu" size=”5”>
<option>Dog</option>
<option>Cat</option>
<option>Rat</option>
<option>Aardvark</option>
<option>Mouse</option>
<option>Horse</option>
<option>Cow</option>
</select>
</form>
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Upload files

<input type=”file”> is used for uploading files stored on the local machine to the form destination.


<form>
<input type="file">
</form>


The display of <input type=”file”> varies slightly from browser to browser, and browser version to browser version

e.g.:


Internet Explorer:
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Opera:
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