Assignment 3: Textual Analysis – New Testament

The Book of Luke Chapter 1 gives a robust background about the birth and mission of Jesus Christ as well as the mysteries and juxtaposition of good and unusual news surrounding His birth. Verses 5 – 25 reveals the account of John the Baptist whose circumstances of his birth is similar to that of Jesus Christ. Zacharias and Elizabeth are John’s parents and they do not have a child until an angel of the Lord visits them with glad tiding of their child who is ordained by God to be the forerunner of Jesus Christ with the divine assignment of preaching repentance unto people and baptism by water.
(1:26) Angel Gabriel is sent to Nazareth. Nazareth is a despised city because people believe nothing good can come out of there (John 1:46). Angel Gabriel is known to be a bearer of good news (Luke 1:19). The parents of Jesus Christ are revealed to us in 1:27 as Joseph and Mary. Mary is said to be a virgin which suggests that she has not engaged in any sexual intercourse with any man. Joseph is from the lineage of David which reveals the fulfilment of prophecy by Prophet Isaiah that Jesus Christ will be born from the Davidic lineage (Isaiah 9: 6-7), (Matthew 1:1), (Luke 1:32). Angel Gabriel comes in with positive and great news to Mary. The Angel commands Mary to rejoice which means to be joyous, happy, elated and full of euphoria. Mary is given a new name in this verse (1:28) “highly favoured one”. This implies that Mary has been given a very special privilege that she does not deserve which one of the sovereignty and prerogatives of God (Psalm 102:13). The last part of 1:28 further refers to Mary as blessed among women which portrays her as a woman that has been singled out from the world of women by grace, mercy and kindness of the Lord for preferential treatment (Exo 33:19). Mary is recorded as shocked and worried about the manner Angel Gabriel greets her and in addition, the Angel, as a supernatural being makes her confused and fearful (1:29). The mission of Angel Gabriel is to bring comfort, peace and good news to mankind. Despite his mission, he is still very seen as strange and fearful. Angel Gabriel is aware of his terrifying nature and therefore tries to appeal to his guests to calm down just as it is seen in (1:13) with his encounter with Zacharias and same thing in (1:30) with Mary. The last part of the verse says that Mary has found favour with God. The word favour means to be preferred that is, to be selected or chosen out of a number of people. In another bible context, it means unmerited grace which implies the blessing of God that cannot be earned by human efforts but can only be given by God out of His mercy, kindness and ultimately as a sovereign God (Rom 9: 15-16).

Angel Gabriel begins the delivery of the divine message to Mary that she will give birth to a Son and His name shall be called Jesus just as Prophet Isaiah prophesied (Isaiah 11:1). It is indeed the fulfilment of prophecy of many centuries ago that Jesus will come from Davidic lineage and will inherit the throne of his father (David) (1:31,32). (1:33) implies the everlasting dominion of Jesus Christ not only over the house of Jacob but over all the nations of the earth (Rev 17:14), (Daniel 2:44). Jesus’ kingship is not compared to the kings of the world that have limited time to reign but His shall be for everlasting to everlasting.
It is much anticipated that Mary will not believe the veracity of the message to her by the angel because no part of the content of the message is humanly fathomable. Mary asks a probing question to challenge the actualisation of the incredible message of giving birth to a son which is contrary to the norms of reproduction (1:34). “since I do not know a man”. Mary’s line of thought is different to Angel Gabriel because she is human and she is limited to think in just one way that things are designed to happen and according to human’s knowledge and intellect. Whereas, Angel Gabriel is an agent of the divine who is said to have designed and created the whole world (Rev 4:11) and can equally suspend the law of happenings to make things happen in a mysterious way. Joshua commands the sun to stand still and it happens (Joshua 10: 12-13), Moses stretches his rod to the red sea and it parts so that the Israelites walk on a dry ground (Exo 14: 21-22). Mary’s confusion about the reality of the glad tiding is given some clarity and assurances. The divine message is delivered in full detail (1:35) to Mary. Most often, human beings are expected to play their part in the fulfilment of God’s promises but it is certainly different on this occasion. God has a plan for Jesus to be born and has fully made provisions for how it will come to reality. In this case, it is through the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity and He carries the creative power of God to make things that are not to be, things that are dead to come back to life and use people that are irrelevant to accomplish indescribable exploits (Ezekiel 37: 1-10; Acts 2: 1-4; 2:41; Acts 5: 12-16). 
To further strengthen Mary’s faith, Angel Gabriel shared another testimony with her regarding her relative Elizabeth who is now six months pregnant in her old age. This further affirms the ability of God and His sovereignty to do as He pleases at different times and in different circumstances. (1:37) answers the question that is asked in Jeremiah 32: 27 regarding the ability and the identity of God. God is the God of possibilities; He makes what is impossible possible.
After so many presentations of evidences about God and His wonderful works, Mary’s faith is ignited and eventually receives the blessing and the word of God sent to her.
The theme of Jesus and the coming of the Son of God dominates the rest of the chapters in the book of Luke. Luke, a physician, writes with compassion and warmth of a family doctor as he carefully documents the perfect humanity of the Son of Man, Jesus Christ. Luke emphasizes the news of Jesus’ birth and ancestry in chapter 1 of Luke (1:26-38) with detailed information of His identity, purpose and assignments which are revealed in the subsequent chapters. Chapter 2 of Luke (2:7-52) reveals the birth and early life of Jesus with the demonstration of God’s power, wisdom, knowledge, favour and divine intellectual prowess from His early life. Luke pontificates on the ministry of John the Baptist (the forerunner of Jesus) who is saddled with the responsibilities of preaching repentance, water baptism and to tell people about the coming of the Greater one who will baptise with Holy Spirit and fire (Luke 3: 1-20). Luke unveils the baptism of Jesus which comes with divine confirmation and ordination of Jesus and the start of His ministry (3:21-22). Luke writes a detailed account of the genealogy of Jesus (3:23-37) which confirms the prophecy that Jesus will come from Davidic lineage (Isaiah 11:1).
From Chapter 4 of the book of Luke, Jesus’ ministry begins with power, signs and wonders. Just as Angel Gabriel mentions (1:32) Jesus is seen as a great miracle worker all through the chapters of Luke and as written by Isaiah (Isaiah 61: 1-3; Luke 4: 18). 
In conclusion, Luke writes a great presentation of the birth of Jesus which starts with a supernatural visit and uncommon way of giving birth to a child. He presents the account of Jesus in a structured manner with each story about Jesus well connected to one another and therefore very easy to comprehend. It is seen that every information given about Jesus comes to reality as each chapter unfolds. There is huge number of healing miracles that are revealed in the book of Luke which may undoubtably be to the fact that Luke is a physician.
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