Proposal: The Impact of Pharaonism on the Self-Identification within the Rise of Nationalism within Egypt in the Early 1900s
The aim of this work is to highlight the use of Pharaonic culture and imagery by native Egyptians in the first half of the twentieth century to reidentify themselves with their Ancient culture and heritage. However, before that can be established it has to be defined as to what Pharaonism is and its relevance. Colla puts it quite clearly in the book Conflicted Antiquities: Egyptology, Egyptomania, Egyptian Modernity; “Haykal’s call for a literary Pharaonism did not treat ancient Egypt as an object of study, but rather conceived of it as a vital source for self-expression” (Colla 2007: 235).  This really manifested itself after the interference and governance given from the European powers beginning with France at the late eighteenth century and ending with the British following the “Independence” gained in 1922 (King 1989: 259-260). That said, this did still result in 4 areas being controlled by the British: Communications, The Military, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan and Foreign Relations. This came after most of the archaeology that had been conducted within Egypt had also been done by the Imperial powers as highlighted famously through Borchardt’s involvement with Amarna and Carter’s involvement with the Tomb of Tutankhamen (Winstone 2006). With the discovery of Tutankhamen’s tomb, it soon became a figure head to be used within the Pharaonic contexts of what it meant to be Egyptian. To the point that the Prime Minister at the time, Saad Zaghloul, prevented Carter taking the antiquities back to England with him (Reid 2015: 66-74). This movement really tried to link Egypt to its long history with Europe rather than its history with the Middle East and the best way to do that was to have some kind of icon from that period, which at the time became Tutankhamen (Wood 1998: 181). The use of the Pharaonic culture and imagery came as a result of more information being made available due to the Imperial archaeologist’s discovering more material culture from that period of time. As highlighted through Reid’s book, this imagery was used as a form of rebellion signposting of the ideology of Pharaonism (Reid 2015: 27, 37 and 45). This movement became a very strong political force under Zaghoul and under other visionaries such as Kamal, and their search for true independence from the Imperial powers. The aim of this project is to highlight how ancient culture still has an impact in the modern world, for often it is seen as very detached. Although, in this example it is taken out of context and manipulated to suit an agenda – the said culture is still being used to impact the politics of the day. The project also aims to highlight the many different areas contention that relates to this topic such as Pharaonic culture Verse the Pharaoh of the Qur’an, highlighting the issues this also brought in light of the idea of Shirk and the idea of Tawhid (Idolatry opposed to strict monotheism).
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