The following is a translation of a body of text found during archaeological excavations in Persepolis directed by Professor Ernst Herzfeld from 1931 to 1934, and Erich F. Schmidt from 1934 to 1939.[footnoteRef:1] For the readers ease, the years have been converted to our modern system. It should also be noted that this is most probably the personal journal of the Satrap and eventual Queen of Persia Artemisia for her own records. For the sake of those with a delicate constitution we have removed the expletives and should the full text be needed please contact the curator. [1:  The Oriental Institute 2018] 

225 BC
It was my first day in Persia and already the Seleucids that were residing in Babylon asked for 700 tons of wood! After discussions with my trusted advisor and scribe, Amitis, I informed them that we would have to investigate matters before we would be able to agree that amount. This reasoning was that we already had evidence that the territory had undergone major deforestation which had affected crop yields.[footnoteRef:2] This was something that our ancestors were acutely aware of and as a result had environmental concerns incorporated into the state religion of Zoroastrianism[footnoteRef:3] for centuries so that the people were more aware of the impact of their daily decisions. [2:  Sands 2013 p. 15 	Discussion regarding reduced crop yields due to soil erosion from the demands for wood.]  [3:  Sand, 2013 p. 16	Discussion regarding ancient administrator’s actions to reduce wood consumption.] 

On other matters, the cost of maintaining the roads have become vast so I also petitioned the King to allow the charging of a toll[footnoteRef:4] on the Royal Road on traders only to supplement the upkeep and staffing required.[footnoteRef:5]  [4:  Casson 1994 p. 70 	9th century BC, proof of tolls and the  introduction of the dromedary to avoid tolls by going across the land.]  [5:  Aperghis 2015 p. 211	Discussion regarding maintenance of infrastructure.] 

224-222 BC
The toll on the road was agreed after some misunderstandings with Queen Kleopatra of the Seleucids, who assumed that we wanted to charge a tax, when in fact it was a toll for which there would be no profit to us due to the maintenance and wage costs.[footnoteRef:6] The issue regarding the supply of wood was raised again and as we were negotiating with the Queen, one of the other Seleucids interrupted the negotiations and behaved in such an insulting manner that I had no option but to cut short negotiations and send the Seleucids away. I will admit that I felt insulted on behalf of myself and the people of Persia and Media. I discussed the situation with Amitis and we agreed that the situation had become untenable and that we would have to act. Has he never heard of diplomacy?[footnoteRef:7] He obviously has little understanding of who he was dealing with. Even the king, Antiochus III knew the value of a soft and respectful touch with Persia and Media when he let all those soldiers involved in the rebellion with Molon go free and return to their homes.[footnoteRef:8] He was very aware that we could easily make trouble for the Seleucids if provoked.[footnoteRef:9]  [6:  Aperghis 2015 p. 211 ]  [7:  Ager 2018 p. 294	Discussion on the forms of diplomacy in the ancient Mediterranean.]  [8:  Ramsey 2009 p. 242]  [9:  Farrokh 2009 p. 115 	Discussion on the population and geographical difficulties in trying to control Persia. ] 

I sent the Seleucids away with a promise that we would investigate the plausibility of supplying the wood. However, at this stage I had no intention of supplying anything, but I did want to buy some time.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  Ager 2018 p. 294 	Tactics employed by ancient diplomats. ] 

Considering the events that had transpired, I decided to send envoys to Pergamon and Ptolemy IV in Egypt for negations regarding alliances. I am increasingly worried that the only reason the King granted me the satrapy was that he was under the impression that I would be easy to manage unlike Molon[footnoteRef:11] and he could strip the land for whatever he wants! Maybe that is what drove Molon? Pergamon was happy to ally unofficially and Ptolemy IV was to draw up terms and get back to us. Ptolemy IV was quick to send an envoy with terms for an official alliance. [11:  Plb. 5.41-50 		The recounting of some of the circumstances surrounding Molon’s rebellion. ] 

The terms proposed encompassed a military and marriage alliance and while we would not be signing anything directly with Pergamon as they already had an agreement with Ptolemy IV. Both Ptolemy IV and Pergamon were of the impression that provided we signed an agreement with one party it would encompass all parties that he had alliances with. I was not convinced but decided to take a calculated risk. It was agreed that if we marched on and conquered Babylon and declared independence as Bactria, Parthia, and Cappadocia did,[footnoteRef:12] we would be supported where possible and our status as an independent land would be recognized. A non-aggression pact between us and our allies would take effect as soon as independence was established. [12:  Jakobsson 2004] 

Two main clauses.
· The Ptolemaic King and his allies would recognise the independent state of Babylon, Persia and Media.
· My daughter, Alexandra, upon her agreement I hasten to add, was sent and a marriage alliance was cemented in much the same way as Alexander the Great had had used marriage alliances to reinforce diplomatic relationships in Persia.[footnoteRef:13] [13:  Diod. 17.841 & Wiesehöfer 2001, p. 105 	Retelling and discussion on how marriage alliances were used in the ancient world to ensure cooperation between states.] 

The plan was that we would march on Babylon while Pergamon and Ptolemy IV attacked the Seleucids on other fronts forcing the Seleucids to defend their territories on three fronts. Although it was estimated that due to the threat of attack from Pergamon and Ptolemy, that Babylon would be left with very few troops to defend themselves and that we would suffer few casualties. Once Babylon was subdued we would aid both our allies with troops and supplies.
221- 219 BC
News reached us that Ptolemy had pulled out of the plan and Pergamon was also in disarray. This forced us to rethink our position. As our interest was for the safety and benefit of our people, we decided to invite the Seleucid Queen to finish negotiations on the previous meetings. Also, due to her weakened position and their need for our resources, to add more clauses that would make Persia and Media independent in all but name and increase stability in our region. After negotiations, the main points of the newly proposed treaty are as follows:
•	Market days will be tax Exempt.[footnoteRef:14] [14:  Apergis 2015		Evidence on the Seleucid Economic practices concerning taxes.] 

•	25% Tax exemption on agriculture during Peace time.[footnoteRef:15] [15:  Apergis 2015] 

•	30% Tax exemption during times of conflict that the Queen is involved with.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  Apergis 2015] 

•	No outside intervention between her and her representatives.
•	Never again will the Seleucids approach the Persians & Medians with disrespect.
•	That Queen Kleopatra will personally undertake all negotiations.
•	Alexander, who so insulted us will not cross our borders again and should he do so, we may imprison him immediately without worry of retaliation. 
•	Information regarding political and strategic matters will be shared.
•	Any envoy approaching either the Seleucid’s, Persians or Medians from any other nation will be disclosed to each other.
· Persia will be independent except in name and we will rule ourselves.
As a separate matter it was also agreed with the Seleucid Queen that we could train a “defence force” in case of invasion from the east.[footnoteRef:17] [17:  Paus. 1.13.8 		Retelling of how a woman killed Pyrrhus by throwing one of her roof tiles at his head.] 

Taking the idea of civilian forces[footnoteRef:18] from our Greek neighbours, a proclamation was issued to both the men and women of our regions requesting that any volunteers wanting to be trained in defence make themselves known to the authorities. The main points of the proclamation were:  [18:  Serrati 2013 	Discussion regarding the civilian forces before the military was made up of professional soldiers. ] 

•	A voluntary force that will be trained[footnoteRef:19] [19:  Chaniotis 2007, p. 22 		Discussion regarding Greek citizens and their duty to defend their city states. ] 

•	Provisions made to take care of their farms.
•	Their families will be safeguarded 
Ptolemy the IV sent an envoy and we were informed that he was battle weary. We offered to act as a neutral arbitration body with the Seleucids to broker peace.[footnoteRef:20]  [20:  Ager 1991	 		Discussion on Rhodes’ place as an independent arbitrator.] 

A letter was drafted by Amitis to invite the Seleucid King’s emissary and Ptolemy IV’s to Persia for peace negotiations.[footnoteRef:21] As per our agreement with the Seleucid Queen, she attended the negotiations with Ptolemy IV. Unfortunately, the rest of the Seleucid royal court took this as an opportunity to attack Egypt and Ptolemy IV had to leave to defend his lands. The Queen insists that she knew nothing of the ploy that had been acted upon. No peace deal was reached and due to the Seleucid treachery, I worried for the safety of our lands. I instructed my emissary to travel forthwith to Egypt to ensure that our alliance with Ptolemy IV still stood and reassure him that we as Persia and Media had no part in this terrible act. We also issued an invitation to Ptolemy IV to send my daughter and her new born son back to Persia for safety reasons. Sadly, this invitation was declined but at least relations between our two nations were stable. Although I vowed to be vigilant as I was not sure that I trusted Ptolemy IV, he always seemed to be making trouble![footnoteRef:22] [21:  Ager 1991 			Discussion regarding neutral, third-party arbitration.]  [22:  Chrubasik 2016 p. 114-115 	Discussion on the machinations of Ptolemy IV to destabilize.] 

218-216 BC
Word reached us of new neighbours in Bactria! The ideals we had come to appreciate were those of peace.[footnoteRef:23] Therefore, we decided to send an envoy to Bactria with the offer of a non-aggression pact which included cooperation, an opportunity for trade and an exchange of technology. An agreement was reached with Queen Ada, of peaceful co-existence and information sharing. In exchange for two hundred elephants,[footnoteRef:24] silks[footnoteRef:25] and access to trade routes to the east we agreed to supply the Bactrians with pistachio nuts[footnoteRef:26] and irrigation technology.[footnoteRef:27] [23:  Raaflaub 2016, p. 29		Discussion on why peace was at times the best course of action.]  [24:  Bannikov and Popov 2013 	Presentation of evidence of the use of elephants in war and their trade in the Greco-Bactrian and Indo-Greek armies and how they had been used in Ancient Persia.]  [25:  Prasad 1977			Discussion on the trade of goods between China and India in ancient times.]  [26:  Djamali et al. 2015		Pollen studies.]  [27:  Rahnemaei 2013		Discussion, history and archaeological evidence of ancient Qanat systems.  ] 

News reached us that Ptolemy IV had died. I sent an envoy to offer sanctuary[footnoteRef:28] to my daughter only to find out she had died in childbirth and I am grandmother to the rightful heir to the throne. I was bereft yet I looked forward to welcoming my grandson to the world. As Egypt was unstable, I offered sanctuary to my grandson but for some reason his aunt initially seemed reluctant to send him to Persia even though he was in the middle of a war zone! Something did not seem right! However, shortly after I received news from Egypt that Queen Berenice III would agree to returning my grandson Cyrus (known as Ptolemy in Egypt) to the safety of Persia, providing an agreement was made that he would relinquish all rights to the Egyptian throne. An official document was drawn up to agree to this which I signed acting as Cyrus’ advisor. However, in my mind I had to admit that I was willing to put my grandson on the throne anyway should the stability of the region demand it. [28:  Evans, 2015			Discussion on the concept of asylum in the ancient world.] 

We also had new arrivals in Armenia! Again, as our strategy is now to avoid conflict where possible,[footnoteRef:29] we approached the ruler of Armenia and offered a similar non-aggression pact and an agreement to share information to help defend each other where necessary. As per our previous agreements we also sent an envoy to Bactria to inform them of this development.  [29:  Raaflaub 2016, p. 29		Discussion on how peace was sometimes preferable in the ancient world.] 

215-213 BC
The Seleucid Queen Kleopatra, who had expressed discontent many times, finally decided to accept our offer of sanctuary and moved to Persia with her children as she was scared for their safety.[footnoteRef:30] [30:  Evans 2015	Discussion regarding the history and the concept of asylum in the ancient world.] 

After discussions with the Bactrians we had decided to set up a united defence force. We felt that as armed forces are usually made up of many nationalities it would not make any difference to the men and it would have allowed us to have a more cohesive fighting force to defend our eastern boarders and territories. [footnoteRef:31] Additionally, in Persia we decided to revive the tradition of the elite Immortal unit of 10,000 men. [31:  Gabriel, 2007 p. 21 		Discussion on the nature of ancient fighting forces.] 

[bookmark: _Hlk512996938]There seemed to be trouble ahead as Phraatus I of Parthia was starting to instigate skirmishes in his own region. While we had a tradition of approaching our neighbours and extending the hand of friendship, I was mistrustful as to the motives of Phraates I and therefore I did not send anyone into what I thought may have been a dangerous situation. Amitis and I needed to put provisions in place and try to pre-empt what trouble might have been coming. After many lengthy discussions we decided to issue a proclamation to the subjects of Persia and Media that they must all make use of the yaḵčāls (ice-houses), [footnoteRef:32] granaries and storehouses[footnoteRef:33] and any other place they may have to stockpile food.  [32:  Jørgensen 2012		Evidence presented of the existence of yaḵčāls in the right period.]  [33:  Hallock, 1969 p. 58 & Apergis 2015 & Aperghis 2015, p.183	Evidence of large food storehouses.] 

Phraatus I sent his representative who wanted to speak to me in private without Queen Kleopatra. He seemed to be on a bit of a fact-finding mission and wanted to know what our current relationship was with the Seleucids. We explained that the Queen was a great ally but that we have a somewhat more uneasy relationship with the rest of the Seleucids, however if they leave us alone we have no argument with them. Even though we have no quarrel, the representative seemed to want to push us to be swallowed up by Parthia under the guise of restoring the Persian Empire. I really did not believe him and I thought he was just after power. He even had the audacity to overtly imply that if we did not agree then Phraatus I would invade. I sent him away with the message to Phraatus I that I would think about his proposition (In reality, I was trying to figure out a way to avoid what I felt was invasion without an all-out war).
It transpired that I was right! Phraatus I invaded our neighbours Bactria! There was no time to warn them of our suspicions! We had much to consider.
212-210 BC
As it would be the least violent of the options we decided to align with Phraatus I with a strongly worded treaty between us. The main points of the treaty were as follows.
· Mutual protection of each other and our combined lands.
· Phraatus I to convert to Zoroastrianism[footnoteRef:34] [34:  Iranicaonline 2018	Brief overview of Zoroastrianism explaining the concept of good and bad. ] 

· We would recognize him as king instead of Alexander, Queen Kleopatra’s husband and the present King of the Seleucids.
· Media and Persia would always be allowed to keep enough troops to defend their lands but recognize that Phraatus I may sometimes need to take troops with him; but, the agreement stressed that he cannot leave the region with no means with which to protect itself.
· Remaining religious freedoms, equality and humane treatment for all.[footnoteRef:35] [35:  Suren-Pahlav 2015 	Overview of the archaeological discovery and translation of the Cyrus Cylinder detailing the first human rights charter.] 

· At all times we work for the people not for ourselves[footnoteRef:36] [36:  Suren-Pahlav 2015 	Overview of the archaeological discovery and translation of the Cyrus Cylinder detailing the first human rights charter.] 

· The default policy would be of diplomacy not war.
· A new capital was to be established at Persepolis
· I Artemisia, would act as advisor and would have full military and administrative control in Phraatus I’s absence.
A marriage contract was also arranged between Phraatus I and Queen Kleopatra. Phraatus I was to adopt all the Queens children (even the secret ones) provided they converted to Zoroastrianism.
I let Amitis act as scribe and advisor to the marriage contract. At least this way we would hopefully be privy to all their negotiations. 
209-207 BC 
Queen Kleopatra went to Bactria with her two young children to stem a revolt at the behest of her husband, without telling me.
Disease spread across the land and sadly we lost 20% of our population. Phraatus I still proceeded to remove our defence force, who were going to help with the medical decontamination, to quell further rebellions of his own making. We already had a rich base of knowledge about disease and the medicinal treatments required for a variety of diseases. Our scholars had been aware of the need for cleanliness and the ways we can avoid contaminating our water sources. Three of our different types of doctors, the health physicians, medical examiners and surgeons [footnoteRef:37] had advised us on precautions to take, yet Phraatus I ignored their warnings, thereby, spreading disease further! We had to re-issue a plea for defence force volunteers to help us in this time of crisis even though the people were struggling to tend their farms. [37:  Farrokh 2018 		A short introduction to medicine in ancient Persia and how it related to Zoroastrianism. ] 

Armenia sent an envoy to propose the assassination of Phraatus I, due to the growing instability in both our regions, but before I could talk with Queen Kleopatra about it, the Armenian assassin carried out the deed and succeeds. Truly, I found it hard to be upset at this turn of events.
Owing to the power vacuum, I was declared Queen of Persia and Media. I have named Amitis as the right hand of the Queen! Her many years of sound and sage advice and our shared wishes for all we do to benefit the people made her the best choice.
Queen Kleopatra was so angry and mistrustful of us due to the assassination of Phraatus I, but there were so many breaches in the contract that it did not really bother me much. She did not return to live in Persia but agreed to keep an open dialogue. Unfortunately, she would not sign a peace agreement. I wanted to try everything to restore the trust, but I was starting to lose patience. After everything she herself had been linked with that could be viewed as duplicitous! we had forgiven I thought she would have been a little more understanding! Eventually, I proposed a marriage alliance between my grandson Cyrus and her daughter Erini to demonstrate that I still wished for us to be allies. This was agreed and arrangements put in place by way of a signed marriage contract. 
I feel that I can breathe slightly easier, I hope that the current state remains for many years. Why? Well, for now, there is peace across our lands.
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