2000 Word Essay.
HPHP4018 Exploring the Humanities.
A discussion on the nature and direction of your chosen discipline and their relationship within the wider range of humanities.
International development is a multi-faceted field that works to improve the living standards, well-being, and overall quality of life for people in countries around the world, particularly in less developed or underdeveloped regions. It encompasses a wide range of economic, social, political, and environmental factors that are typically driven by governments, international organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and other actors. 
International development has an important role to play in our collective global futures. All countries are faced with numerous converging crises that we must address seriously and sensibly.
International development requires countries and nations to come together to solve the world’s most pressing issues, however there is a danger of international development homogenising a diverse world. There is a strength and beauty in the different peoples and cultures over our planet. Much would be lost if a single approach were to grey-wash humanity. Many of the world’s problems are not localised, they are global. Nations cannot manage and deal with these issues independently. The largest problems we face globally are climate change and the resulting migrant crisis. Wars and conflict also have repercussions that have wide and devastating consequences, clearly the international communities must come together to address these challenges.
International development is essential for creating sustainable solutions that address global poverty and inequality, it also presents huge problems within its fundamental framework. We must diligently work together with an open dialogue to combat the world's most pressing issues and crises.
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(Antonia, 2020)
International development has historically been discussed narrowly, predominantly in isolation, by educated white upper middle-class men. While important advancements have occurred in global societies, numerous archaic power structures still hold fast. Many changes have occurred due to information sharing and the accessibility of the computer age. With the collection and analysis of information now being shared, a wider field of awareness, empathy and connectedness has been realised. Factors such as ethics, economics, conflict, social and cultural viewpoints and political philosophy are now deeply embedded into the conversation. Through this expansion and comprehension of shared information, people from diverse backgrounds and cultures have contributed to the global narratives. Consequently, the narratives have naturally become more inclusive. The conversation broadened and became more nuanced to include the voices of the once unconsidered. These voices were obtained not only from the everyday working people but also drew from various integral parts of the humanities such as history, literature, ethics, archaeology, the arts, religion, languages, and philosophy. When these aspects of culture and subtlety are included in the discussions of how to deal with world issues, we stand a far better chance of collectively creating solutions that serve all that inhabit this planet. The consequences of the previous myopic thinking meant that key voices were not heard or considered in important conversations, decisions and solutions. We need to change together in a fully informed way. International development can be used to readdress how we empower all people.
International development has been used to initiate the decolonization of countries after WWII. (International Development | African Studies Center, 2023) To bring underdeveloped countries onto the global stage of commerce, to bring a level of economic stability to a nation while also assisting in bringing countries out of poverty. The aim of international development is stated by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) works to “strengthen universal peace in larger freedom. It recognizes that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for sustainable development”. (Sustainable Development Goals | United Nations Development Programme, 2023). 
However, international development is also a tool that powerful and affluent countries use to continue exploiting developing countries that they purport to assist. Decolonization left countries that were governmentally and economically designed to support the coloniser, with gaping holes in their political and economic infrastructure. International development was, and still is a tool that enables exploitative global powers to continue its previous profiteering over developing countries. (International Development | African Studies Center, no date). International development has indeed moved forward, and many more voices contribute to the global dialogue. These important and often marginalised voices have given the global conversation depth and understanding that were previously deeply lacking. Conversations surrounding issues such as inequality, individual identity, development of inclusivity, black voices and culture, indigenous communities and histories, LGBT, women’s rights and the role of the patriarchy within society, to name just a few examples. Although this evolution has been greatly needed in the name of progress, so too has the corruption of the initial values. International development has been used as a tool for large global companies and systems to create ever more entrenched power structures that have a single direction of power movement. This works in a counterproductive way that embeds inequality and power to a minority of super rich people, rather than shifting to a position that guarantees a safe and sustainable future for all.
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(Pasley, 2023)
With the exploitative powers of the global North and its collective indifference to the reality of everyday people living with significant scarcity in the global South, there are important minority voices still going unheard and therefore, unconsidered. This will lead to a lack of representation, inequality, marginalization and environmental degradation. This is easily illustrated by the terrible conditions in and around the cobalt mines in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Cobalt is used in the manufacturing of every single mobile phone, worldwide. In these mines, Guardian reporter, Sidharth Kara’s research shows that “children as young as six are among those risking their lives amid toxic dust to mine cobalt for the world’s big electronics firms“ (Kara, 2018). This single article shows the extent of the many failures of international development.
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(Sustainable Development Goals | United Nations Development Programme, 2023)

International organizations such as the United Nations (UN), the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund(IMF), the World Trade Organization(WTO), and other postwar institutions have contributed immensely and play a crucial role in international development by addressing global issues and achieving multiple worthy aims. (Six Essential International Organizations You Need to Know, 2023). These organizations bring together multiple collaborators with important expertise and experience. They share in decision-making and make an impact on the ground. Some of the key aims that international organizations help to achieve in international development include boosting economic prosperity, promoting social development, improving levels of well-being, preserving human rights, providing humanitarian aid, protecting the environment and safeguarding peace. (International organizations have a key role to play in tackling global issues, 2021). 
One such initiative, the Sustainable Development Goals, was put forward in 2015 by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). They created a 15-year plan with 17 key goals. These 17 overlapping goals were formed so that all were included, and no one is left out. The Sustainable Development Goals are “a universal call to action to end poverty, protect the planet and improve the lives and prospects of everyone, everywhere”. (Martin, 2023). While these goals are ambitious and implicitly essential to reach by 2030, the uphill struggle to fulfil these goals is extreme in nature. The UNPD states that “action to meet the Goals is not yet advancing at the speed or scale required”. (Martin, 2023).  The plan for the 17 Sustainable Development Goals were formed 8 years ago and with just 7 years to go before these crucial goals need to be met, they are struggling to gain ground and momentum. The current direction of international development and its trajectory, given the various crises we all face, is deeply concerning.
Non-Government Organisations (NGOs) also play an indispensable part in the international development field. Organisations such as Oxfam, a UK led organisation aiming to end global poverty. Médecins Sans Frontiers (MSF) a French organisation, that medically assists people suffering in conflicts, epidemics and disaster areas. (MSF - Médecins Sans Frontières | Medical humanitarian organisation, 2023). And The British Red Cross, an organisation that has spent 150 years bringing medical assistance to war zones and now striving to alleviate suffering worldwide. These organisations have created a safety net spanning the globe that addresses humanitarian disasters and needs. (What we stand for, 2023). These organizations also play a key role in advocacy by shedding light on important issues of the day that merit attention and action by multiple stakeholders. For example, the UN played an influential role in spearheading the historic Paris Agreement, an international climate treaty that became legally binding in 2016. Where “effective global cooperation on climate change is ultimately about motivating and enabling nation states to take action beyond what they would consider to be in their national interest”. (Doelle, 2016). While the Paris agreement has proven to be effective in addressing climate change, it has been fraught with setbacks and failures that have hindered essential progress. It is said that the “United Nations has sounded a warning that governments are not on track to meet their Paris goals, urging them to adopt much more ambitious decarbonization plans”. (Maizland, 2023). International development framework struggles to bind leaders to agreed upon targets, often does not set stringent enough measures in terms of dealing with world issues as it is and should be a democratic process. Yet, even with the obvious limitations within the international development field, it is the strongest and most dynamic structure we possess to address the constantly shifting global issues.
In conclusion this essay sets out to explore the nature and future of international development. This an extensive topic that can only be touched upon within this discussion. It is a field that requires a nuanced and inclusive approach that considers the voices of all people, cultures, and backgrounds. While huge advances have been made throughout history up to now, there is far-reaching distances to go. Change is indeed happening, but it is slow progress against the increasing demands of various intersecting global crises. It is essential to work together to combat the world's most pressing issues and emergencies, and international organizations play a crucial role in achieving these goals. However, we must also be aware of the potential for exploitation and power imbalances within the field of international development and work to create a safe and sustainable future for all. Humanities within the discourse of international development is essential for continuing the deeper and wider conversations to reach areas where viewpoints of all minority peoples are placed within an equal and inclusive system. This togetherness is the only way that humanity will be able to address the collective and most heavily arresting issues of our time and for the future.
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