Server Side Includes

You can insert the content of one file into another file before the server executes it, with the include() or require() function.*

* Ref: http://www.tizag.com/phpT/include.php

The include() or require() function is used to create functions, headers, footers, or elements that will be reused on multiple pages.

This can save the developer a considerable amount of time. If all of the pages on your site have a similar header, you can include a single file containing the header into your pages. When the header needs updating, you only update the one page, which is included in all of the pages that use the header.

An Include Example

Say we wanted to create a common menu file that all our pages will use. A common practice for naming files that are to be included is to use the ".php" extension. Since we want to create a common menu let's save it as "menu.php".

menu.php Code:

<a href="home.php">Home</a> - 
<a href="about.php">About Us</a> - 
<a href="links.php">Links</a> - 
<a href="contact.php">Contact Us</a> <br /> 
Save the above file as "menu.php". Now create a new file, "home.php" in the same directory as "menu.php". Here we will take advantage of the include function to add our common menu.

home.php Code:

<html>

<body>

Some text explaining nature of the website here 

<?php include("menu.php"); ?>
<p>This is my home page that uses a common menu to save me time when I add new pages to my website!</p>
</body>
</html> 

Display:

Home - About Us - Links - Contact Us 

This is my home page that uses a common menu to save me time when I add new pages to my website!

And we would do the same thing for "about.php", "links.php", and "contact.php". Just think how terrible it would be if you had 15 or more pages with a common menu and you decided to add another web page to that site. You would have to go in an manually edit every single file to add this new page, but with include files you simply have to change "menu.php" and all your problems are solved. Avoid such troublesome occasions with a simple include file.

What do Visitors See?

If we were to use the include function to include a common menu on each of our web pages, what would the visitor see if they viewed the source of "home.php"? Well, because the include function is pretty much the same as copying and pasting, the visitors would see:

View Source of home.php to a Visitor:

<html>
<body>
<a href="home.php">Home</a> - 
<a href="about.php">About Us</a> - 
<a href="links.php">Links</a> - 
<a href="contact.php">Contact Us</a> <br /> <p>This is my home page that uses a common menu to save me time when I add new pages to my website!</p>
</body>
</html> 

The visitor would actually see all the HTML code as one long line of HTML code, because we have not inserted any new line characters. We did some formatting above to make it easier to read. 

Include Recap

The include command simply takes all the text that exists in the specified file and copies it into the file that uses the include function. Include is quite useful when you want to include the same PHP, HTML, or text segment on multiple pages of a website. The include function is used widely by PHP web developers.

A Require Example 

Say we wanted to to have a message at the top of every web page 

e.g. Joe Bloggs Ltd.

We can create a simple header.php file such as:

<H2> Joe Bloggs </H2>

The following example webpage  includes a header that should be used on all pages:

	<html>

<body>

<?php require("header.php"); ?>

<p>

Some text

</p>

<p>

Some text

</p>

</body>

</html>


Php Include Tutorial

A basic tutorial about the use of php include function for webmaster with little or no programming knowledge.
This site is new and we are working to increase the contents and examples.

Syntax: include()

Description: This function call an external file from the server or from a remote site.

Examples

Call a file on the same directory
include ("file.html"); 

Call a file from a different directory
include ("/differentdirectory/file.html"); 

Call a web page from another site
include ("http://www.anothersite.com/"); 


The second example is useful when the file want to call contain information you want forbid access to user for security reasons like passwords.
Make sure the path where the file is located is on a location on the server not accessible from the web.
Commons use:
Beginner webmasters can use this function to load on multiple pages the same header and footer to save time
on changing a site.
Cut the header of your site and past in a file called
header.html repeat the operation with the footer and past on a file called footer.html
in all your pages substitute all headers with 

include ("/differentdirectory/header.html"); 

substitute all footers with

include ("/differentdirectory/footer.html"); 

every change you will make to header.html or footer.html will be applied to all pages.

Advanced webmaster can use this function to load variables in php script or call different files depending visitors preferences.
Dynamic Navigation Bar & Footer Using PHP

How about a navigation bar and a footer which is dynamically included in all the pages in your site? Suppose if you want to add new content to the navigation bar or change some information in the footer, just edit these files and upload it. And voila! All the 200 pages in your site is automatically updated!

You need to create the navigation file and the footer file separately. The files can have HTML tags inside them. But they should not be a self-contained HTML file having the <html> <head> & <body> tags. Also note that these files can have PHP instructions within valid PHP tags. These instructions will be processed by the PHP engine even though they have different extension. Suppose you have your footer file named "footer.dat", you can dynamically call this file in another PHP file thus:

<?
include "footer.dat";
?>

Note 1: If the footer file is located in some other directory, you may use the "../" and "directoryname/" conventions too. Instead of using the relative file path, the absolute path of the file on the server can also be used. But the "include" statement cannot be used to display files stored in external server.

Using the "include" statement you can create a template for your site, and manage your site more efficiently.

Note 2: If you want to display files residing in another server, you can use the PHP function readfile(). Usage:

<?php
readfile("http://server.com/file.php");
?> 

