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1. [bookmark: _Toc118288868]Brief Summary

[bookmark: _Int_DUIZyRhJ]To summarise the Brief that I have been given. This report should focus on what drove me to decide to work and pursue a career in the construction industry. There will be examples of motivators such as personal interests, and inspiration from a family member or a significant person who works in the construction sector.
I have chosen to become a Quantity Surveyor, I am already a Trainee and have worked in this role for the past 15 months (as of November 2022), and this report will highlight the most influential factors that helped path the way to becoming a Quantity Surveyor.



2. [bookmark: _Toc118288869]Terms of Reference
[bookmark: _Toc118288870]2a. Objective
This report evaluates and explains the key factors of “Why you have chosen Construction?”
[bookmark: _Toc118288871]2b. Aim
This report is to give personal reasons and reflect on any external influences that may have affected my decision.
[bookmark: _Toc118288872]2c. Due Date
This report is due at 23.59 pm on Thursday 3rd October


3. [bookmark: _Toc118288873]Procedure
[bookmark: _Toc118288874]3a. Sources of Information
This report harnesses information from the following services;
· Websites
· Library books
· Videos
· Personal notes were taken in class by me
[bookmark: _Toc118288875]3b. Referencing
When applicable, ‘Harvard’ Style referencing will be utilized 



4. [bookmark: _Toc118288876]Findings

Many things were influential in the decision to pursue the construction industry, in particular Quantity Surveying. From personal interests in the engineering side, to education playing a huge role in guiding, teaching and supporting the path as well as smaller, however, still influential factors which have made the decision so easy.
This report focusses on the main 4 influential factors which answer “Why you have chosen Construction?”

[bookmark: _Toc118288877]4a. Development of my Personal Interest
My personal interest in the Construction Industry started from a young age. The most notable early major influence however was watching ‘Grand Designs’ on TV.  It always had me thinking and wondering about the total costs of materials, labour etc. and this was when I first found out about the role of a Quantity Surveyor after doing some research. This however was not the only role I was interested in at this time. Architectural Technologists also stood out to me. Which brings me onto factor B.

[bookmark: _Toc118288878]4b. Education
Education had an enormous role in my final decision to pursue my desire to be a Quantity Surveyor. Leaving Comprehensive School I decided to do a course in Neath College called ‘Civil Engineering in the Built Environment’. “The course covers 9 units which include CAD drawing, site surveying, science and materials in construction and the built environment, Mathematics plus Heath, Safety and Welfare.” (Accessed on 1/11/2022). This course introduced me to both skillsets required to be an Architectural Technologist as well as a Quantity Surveyor, following this course I secured a place in Cardiff Metropolitan University studying Architectural Technology. This however, was a step in the wrong direction for me, whether it had to do with the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic or the course not being enjoyable, I dropped out after thoroughly thinking it through. I decided to search for a Quantity Surveying job in my local area as I had enjoyed doing a unit imitating a Quantity Surveyor at college.

[bookmark: _Toc118288879]4c. Family Members and Influential People of Significance in Construction
In my family I am lucky enough to have an experienced Architect as a close family member. Seeing him conduct his work and also seeing the lifestyle he has alongside as definitely played a part in my decision to become part of the Construction Industry. As well as my family, other people have also made an influence, online there are many articles and stories about the construction industry but there are two quotes that stand out to me that I have seen online in the past, these are; “Life is a highway, no matter what they say, construction is never finished. There’s always gonna be bumps in the road and detours every now and then” Panwar, N. as well as the quote “It is not the beauty of the building you should look at; it’s the construction of the foundation that will stand the test of time” Coe, D.A. I believe that these quotes can be taken outside of the construction world as well as taken as inspiration within the industry. 
[bookmark: _Toc118288880]4d. Salaries and Bonuses 
In the UK the National Average Wage “in 2020 was £31,285” Quantity Surveyors earn a significant amount more than the National Average Wage. “On average, quantity surveyors earn around £53,357.89 per year in the UK”  I think that this is also a key factor as to why I chose to pursue Quantity Surveying because you can earn a comfortable amount of money even below the national average. And I would like to push myself as I always do and see how much I could truly earn.
5. [bookmark: _Toc118288881]Conclusion
There were and still are currently many factors which assisted the making of my decision to want to become a Quantity Surveyor. Different factors and influences affected the decision in various ways and various amounts too. The Development of Personal Interest in Construction was a huge step and was massively influential as without this stage the base would not have been there to build off and find out about Quantity Surveying. Education also had a great affect, from showing the roles of a Quantity Surveyor in College, to dropping out of Cardiff University it guided and has shown that Quantity Surveying is a good match for my skillset and qualities. Influential people and Salaries did have less of an overall affect, however, without these building up it would have been more difficult to find the motivation and see what the goal would be further down the line.
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