What do you consider to be the most important long-term impact of the Opium Wars in shaping modern China?
The Opium Wars that occurred in China’s history were of great greed and selfishness on the part of Britain, the French, Russia, and the US. With the destruction and defeat in the Opium Wars, China has seen that part of its history as the humiliation period. The writer plans to give a brief history of the Opium Wars, the outcome of China's political and economic situation, and how the Opium Wars have shaped China's history. 
The first Opium War occurred in the 17th century from 1839 to 1842. It was a crucial period as opium was illegal in England. However, there was a market in China for Opium, as it was illegal for recreational purposes and not for medicinal purposes. Britain bought Opium from East India and sold it to the Chinese for spices, tea, and silver. At this time in China's history, the Qing Dynasty was in power, and they were unaware of the exchanges happening at the ports. Britain was able to ship tons of opium by a loophole in commercial and downright smuggling to get around the ban. Chinese officials took a percentage, and the Americans got involved with trading opium from Turkey (Roblin, 2021). China’s political power only realized the situation at hand when the flow of silver was at an all-time low within the economy and the high rate of drug addicts was at an all-time high. There the Emperor at the time sent Lin Zexu to solve that problem. 
Lin Zexu was a man who played an essential role in the outcome of the First Opium War. He was a scholar, an official of the Qing Dynasty, and a man of Confucian values and morals, and his loyalties lay with the dynasty. He was sent out to Canton to stop the trading of opium and was responsible for gathering the Chinese officials to do their jobs and cut down on the profit and the use of opium and also to rid of opium that was being stored at the ports. Though he successfully stopped the opium trade and got rid of opium (Hayes, 2000), his actions only allowed foreign interests (The Western World) to invade his country humiliatingly and ruinously, hastening its downfall. Due to their concept of a commercial empire, Lin Zewu did not comprehend the importance of the British demands for free trade and silver and tea. His idea was simply a matter of drawing upon previous generations of officials whose policy against Central Asia tribes was to play them off against one another and to whom commercial considerations were somewhat unimportant. (Hayford,  2020).
After the first Opium War, the Treaty of Nanjing was drafted and signed on August 29th, 1842, upon a British Ship where the then-current Queen Victoria and the Emperor of China sat and signed a treaty that attempted to end the war between the two countries. It allowed Britain to gain control of five ports. It gained ownership of Hong Kong and the ability to trade freely and have storage facilities for opium in the different ports (University of Southern California, 2019) and brought Christianity into the mix. Extraterritoriality for British people resident in specific treaty ports meant that they were governed by British laws instead of Chinese regulations (Hayes, 2000). This treaty created only an invasion of China by the British and the rest of the Western world. It was only the beginning of British imperialism in China (Basu, 1977).  
    Britain and China were still unhappy with the unequal Treaty of Nanking and the resulting uneasy peace. Britain still wanted the opium trade to be legalized. China was bitter about the sacrifices they had previously given to Britain and the fact that the British continued selling opium illegally to their population (Stewarts, 2019). 
Britain dispatched a cruiser down the Pearl River as tensions rose, opening fire in Canton. These tensions reached a boiling point in October 1856 when the British-registered cargo ship 'Arrow' landed at Canton and was boarded by a group of Chinese authorities. They are said to have searched the ship, lowered the British flag, and detained several of the Chinese sailors on board. Although the sailors were ultimately released, the incident triggered a British military reprisal, and fighting between the two armies erupted once again (Stewarts, 2019). 
Other powers began to become engaged at this moment. The French also opted to become involved in the fight. After a French missionary was supposedly slain in the interior of China in early 1856, the French had a tense relationship with the Chinese. It provided the French with the justification they needed to side with the British, which they did. Following this, the United States and Russia became engaged, demanding trade rights and compromises from China. Britain continued their invasion of China in 1857, having already seized Canton and heading to Tianjin. They gathered in April 1858, and it was at this moment that a treaty was suggested once more (Stewarts, 2019). It would be another of the Unequal Treaties, but this one would aim to achieve what the British had been striving for all along: it would formally legalize the import of opium. However, the pact provided additional benefits to the ostensible allies, such as the opening of new commerce ports and the unrestricted movement of missionaries. However, the Chinese refused to sign this deal, which was pretty predictable given that this contract was much more unequal than the previous one. Sadly, at the end of both battles, China lost a significance marking their humiliation for China in the history books (Stewarts, 2019).
 After extensive research, the writer has arrived at four long-term impacts of the Opium War that shaped the China we see today. The Four are Territorial Integrity, Economic Development Needs, a sense of National Identity, and last but not least, Religion. 
The rule of international law that says nation-states should not try to influence developments in other countries is known as territorial integrity (Tiersky, 2019). China before the Opium War was one where little to no foreign investment was present. During the Opium War and the creation of many 'peace' treaties within the period, the control that the British had in China was imperialism at its finest and should not have been allowed. During the opium period, Hong Kong was handed over to the British, and the laws were of British rule.  
  	At the beginning of the Treaty of Nerchinsk in 1689, as the Western nations neared the edge of the Chinese empire, they obliged China to establish its physical boundaries. China had to renounce its claims to significant areas of land that were given up to Great Britain, Japan, Russia, France, and other states during the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, as well as to varying degrees of paramount over Burma, Vietnam, Korea, the Ryukyu Islands, outer Mongolia, and portions of Central Asia and Siberia. The People's Republic of China accepted the majority of these territorial losses. However, it did engage in border conflicts over disputed areas with Vietnam, India, and the USSR, and it still has unresolved claims with several other nations. In 1997 and 1999, Hong Kong and Macao were peacefully restored to Chinese authority (University of Columbia, 2009).
Taiwan was also a colony that was acquired as a colony by Japan in 1895 and restored to Chinese rule in 1945 under the Nationalist administration. However, after 1949, Nationalist-ruled Taiwan neither reunified with nor proclaimed independence from mainland China. The separation, treaties, and ownership of the colonies taken from China and returned caused a separation in the people and beliefs. The governance of China and its colonies are complex, and the control China once had is not as impactful as before the Wars (University of Columbia, 2009). In 1937, Japan invaded China. The Chinese Communists and the KMT halted their civil war to meet this new threat, which lasted through Japan's 1945 defeat in World War II.
China has set its borders clear and with military protection, and it will not budge against any outsiders.  
Economic Development 
Before the Opium Wars, China's Economy and Foreign trade were controlled strictly by the government, and China's political powers did not believe in trading with the western world. After the Opium War, the Treaty of Nanjing opened Chinese ports and markets to Western merchants, resulting in an influx of inexpensive Western machine-made goods and the collapse of the Chinese economy (Wu, 2018). 
However, the remaining enterprises changed and evolved to survive, fuelling the growth of Chinese capitalism. As the Chinese economy imploded, so did unemployment. Riots, social uprising, and turmoil swept the country, intensified by poverty and the government's incapacity to handle the situation. The Opium War made Chinese leaders and intellectuals recognize that they needed to learn from the West to catch up. As a result, the government rushed to absorb Western technologies and businesses, while intellectuals advocated for the parliamentary rule (Wu, 2018).
In 1958, Mao Zedong launched a policy, the Great Leap Forward, after the defeat of the Kuomintang Army where he ordered farmers to start smelting steel instead of tending to the crops, which ended in an estimated 30-40 million deaths from the Great Famine in 1958-60. After Mao's rule, Deng Xiaoping led the country towards an economic policy of Capitalist-style growth and export wealth. 
Today, China continues to show significant economic growth, placing them on the map as a global exporter, exporting to more than 90% of the world's countries. They continue to group and expand with the One Belt, One Road initiative that would allow them to have free trade with the countries in Eurasia. China's military force and weaponry are of top-class quality and aim to bring the best and beat the West. China's poverty levels and import levels have declined as China produces most, if not all, the things the country needs, only outsourcing raw materials. 

 National Identity 
  However, Mao's death sparked a fresh round of discussion over China's standing in the world. The conflict between those who supported and those who opposed Westernization (commonly referred to as "liberals" and "conservatives") remained the primary division of Chinese politics during the reform and openness period (Wu, 2018). The conflict between the two camps reached a head in 1989 when pro-democracy demonstrators challenged the Chinese Communist Party's authoritarian rule. The conservatives used military force to suppress the protesters. Since that time, the government has maintained tight control over political speech and political activity while continuing to allow considerable freedom in personal life. The government instills national pride and requires allegiance to traditional cultural values such as harmony and reverence to authority, as well as "socialism with Chinese characteristics" (Wu, 2018).
Schoolchildren study Western imperialism in the nineteenth century, including treaty ports and concessions in the classroom. They also learn about Chinese civilization's brilliance and the Chinese Communist Party's revolutionary legacy. Foreign leaseholds and spheres of interest, extraterritoriality, and "most-favored-nation" clauses required China to provide preferential tariff treatment to all trading partners regardless of whether they reciprocated (University of Columbia, 2009). 
Overall, China takes pride in its history of humiliation and overcoming imperialism that they cannot erase. They have destroyed art facts and temples that have shown a sad part of their history, and from the growth they have accomplished, they are making history generations and generations could be proud. 
Religion
The Impact of Religion on China was not very impactful. One of the aims of the West invading China was also to bring Christianity, which was not their first or primary focus. Even though there was a Christian Rebellion within the period was a threat to the moral, traditional, and cultural values of China's people. The writer would argue that the impact of Christianity was not a punch to China's way of Confucianism. Even though other Religions, such as Buddhism, was discovered, the aim to overthrow Confucisionism was a failure as even the monks at the temples still had Confucianism in their daily life. The children are being taught its values and norms, its relationships, and the loyalty it brings. 


In conclusion, the author thinks that China's experience of humiliation, territorial aggression, and general imperialism during the Opium Wars provided the gasoline they required to accelerate their path to becoming a major soft power in the modern world. through the One Belt One Road Initiative, to rank among the top exports in international commerce. Before the invasion of the outside world, the generation was raised according to their religion. China may argue that overall, despite being shattered, they have recovered and that the China of today still has a long way to go in terms of developing their economy, rescuing their people from poverty, and having a significant effect on the globe.
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