	
	
	



Using the pupil profile given, identify how specific aspects of the child’s holistic development could be met within an educational setting. Underpin this with references to relevant theories, research and examples of excellent practice. 
This essay will examine the educational system and how the teacher's role has changed and evolved. Education is no longer about the imparting of knowledge to others as previously suggested by Aubrey (1968); it has developed into a much more holistic role where teachers have become responsible for much more of a child's development than ever before they have become a counsellor and surrogate parent (Mahmoudi et al., 2012). Within this essay, I will look at the case study of a four-year-old girl named Ella and her educational development concerning her social, emotional and cognitive development. This essay will critically look at the educational theories that underpin child development concerning this case study and will give recommendations and practical strategies to develop Ella's social, emotional and cognitive development.  
The understanding of child development has become an integral part of teachers' education; it allows them to understand the cognitive, emotional, physical, social, and educational growth of humans (Rogpot, 2017). The Department of Education (2021) supports this and says that this understanding will allow teachers to not only support the children they teach but also to offer support and guidance to parents. Furthermore, this will enable the teacher to adapt class work to each developmental need.  
There are many educational theorists, such as Piaget, Vygotsky, and Bronfenbrenner, to name just a few. They have all had an impact on the developmental process and guided us on the knowledge and skill of developing the child; they have each had an impact on teaching and education today.  
From the profile, we know where Ella is in her educational development. Piaget (Hergenhahn & Olsen,2001) categorises development into stages; in some aspects, Ella is at her educational age, as her profile suggests that she can classify things such as animals; however, she is behind in other aspects as she cannot solve problems without adult guidance. We know Ella is behind because her brief has identified that she does not play with others and only with herself; it further suggests that she does not start a conversation but will answer if spoken to. According to Piaget's stages of development, Ella is behind her age as she does not understand how her decisions affect others or herself. According to teachers' standards (Department of Education, 2011), a teacher should be aware of students' abilities and capabilities and should be able to provide the right resources and challenges for every student to support and aid individual development.  
As established, Ella's development is behind compared with other children of her age and Piaget's stages of development. According to Piaget's stages of cognitive development (Ginsburg, 1982), Ella sometimes hits her age milestones and at other times does not. According to Ella's profile, she needs help to negotiate solutions. She can only solve problems independently with adult guidance, which, according to Piaget, she should be able to do by the time she is four, and she is, therefore, a little behind her expected age milestones. However, Piaget says children should be able to classify objects by age two to about four; Ella can identify dogs and is, therefore, hitting her age in that respect. Regarding her problem-solving skills, as Ella's teacher, I would demonstrate how to negotiate with her peers so she can learn the correct way to solve social problems with them. To further develop her classification skills, I would provide Ella and her parents with tasks to do at home, such as giving pictures and Ella having to match them with the correct labels, for example, cat and dog.  
Alongside her cognitive development is her language development; as Ella attends a Welsh medium school, she is developing in two languages, which can be difficult for any child. Ella understands that 'Bore Da' is a greeting, and to reinforce this, as Ella's teacher, I would use 'Chlonc', which is a strategy that I saw being used within my bridging school; it is an activity that happens every day in every classroom; it is an activity that involves word of the week, sentence of the week and question of the week. This activity reinforces the daily language, supporting a child's long-term memory. The bridging school also used a similar activity, but with mathematics; this was called 'Clic.' It is the same as the language activity but with numbers and sums instead of words and sentences. From my observations over the last four weeks, it works well, considering the development I observed at the beginning of the academic year. According to 'Learning to Talk' (www.gov.wales, 2021), Ella is behind on her language skills, 'Learning to Talk' has categorised the language skills children will develop and when they develop. According to her profile, compared to 'learning to talk,' Ella fits within the two and three-year-old category as she struggles to understand the concept of sharing and cannot always be understood when speaking.  
Communication is a vital part of child development and interaction with others. According to the profile, Ella can speak and will use sentences when needed. These are short, however, and she does not start a conversation with anybody, but she will answer if spoken to. It has been identified by Speech and Language UK (2023) that Ella's language and communication lean more towards the 2-3 age; however, they do state that all children develop at different rates. Gooden and Kearns (2013) propose that communication is not just the physicality of language and words but also the ability to understand and express themselves through gestures, body movements and facial expressions as well as simple vocalisations. It also considered that it is critical that children develop one of these communication methods before starting school, which Ella has done because she uses gestures to express her needs. As her teacher to support her language and communication development, Ella should be encouraged to take part in more games and musical activities where language is being used throughout, as we know that children learn well from play. (help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk, n.d.)  
Ella does not enjoy or have an interest in building block towers. This could be because of her poor counting skills, which her profile suggests she needs help with. According to hwb.gov.wales (2019), Ella is still in progression 1 of her learning, which does not mean she is behind due to the curriculum being designed around the child. Progression 1 says that the child should be able to notice numbers between 0 and 10. Her profile suggests that Ella cannot do this, showing that she has yet to reach all areas of her Progression 1 learning. (hwb.gov.wales, 2019).  
Emotionally, according to her profile, Ella struggles to attain and create relationships with her peers and is reluctant to leave her mum to go to school. According to Bowlby and Ainsworth's research, separation anxiety should 'decline after about 24 months' (Boyd & Bee, 2014). However, this has yet to happen for Ella, even though she has reached the age of 4 years, indicating she is behind her expected age. DiGeronimo and Schaefer (2000) suggest that a routine is good for 3-year-olds who struggle to understand the concept of time and behaviour, and this would work for Ella regarding the separation issue she has with her mother. A routine would allow her to understand that, after breakfast, it is time for school and, therefore, time to leave her mum.  
Ella does not always show respect for her peers and struggles to understand the emotions and feelings of others, although she does acknowledge that they have different feelings than herself. Carpendale J and Lewis C (2006) suggest that by age two, a child should understand that others have feelings, which Ella can do. However, they should also be able to understand what causes these emotions and how to regulate them, which Ella needs help with. Observing classroom practice in the bridging school, I saw that they used a technique called 'mwd mood' where they would use puppets to discuss children's emotions instead of adults. This could be used with Ella as this would show her other children's emotions, and the 'puppets' could demonstrate and explain how they feel, helping Ella to understand the emotions of others alongside her own.  
According to the profile given, Ella is unable to understand how her actions may affect herself or others and is unable to share. As we discussed earlier, Ella is unable to sympathise with others' emotions, and this may have an impact on her inability to share. Buchmann et al. (2012) suggested that the ability of one to share may be influenced by the inability to sympathise with others. However, they also state that how Ella may feel socially in an environment may also impact her ability to share. We know that Ella is a popular student and seems happy in her class; I would, therefore, as her teacher, concentrate on her ability to understand other emotions to improve her ability to share with her peers. 
 
Ella has been identified as struggling with social interactions, particularly playing and interacting with her peers and playing alongside them.   DiGeronimo T. and Schaefer. C (2000) identified that by the age of 4 years old, most children would be able to interact and acknowledge each other rather than playing in isolation. As Ella's teacher, I suggest that she play with an adult who initiates play between her and another student so that Ella can see and understand the expected behaviour when she is playing alongside her peers. Bandura agrees with this theory of modelling a behaviour but says that the behaviour must attract the attention of Ella; otherwise, it cannot be guaranteed that she will imitate it (Mcleod, 2023).  
Ella's profile also suggests that she has a wild imagination, causing her fear to grow into more significant fears that she may not always be able to see; her profile also suggests that she enjoys pretend play. A known theorist who discusses play is Piaget, who, when researching play, he studied his children, meaning his research is biased to one set of children instead of variety. He suggested that pretend play evolves; it will start with the child using themselves as an object and develop into using something else, such as a doll, to imitate their play. This is known as decentration play. On looking at Ella's profile, it suggests that she is at that stage as she uses herself in the decentration play with others as she is 'being taken care of.' As pretend play is not a development stage as such and is the creativity of the child, there are no age expectations for this development. This is supported by the new curriculum built for Wales that suggests that all development is done in the progressions of the child instead of evaluating all children.  
In conclusion, while concerns have been identified within the brief regarding Ella's development, she is still young. Although she is slightly below the average child her age in some developmental areas, she is meeting many of her expected milestones. Many areas in which Ella is slightly below her target can be supported through play within her educational setting and at home with her parents. Throughout this essay, many theorists have suggested several outcomes and stages of development. Many of these theories were written many years ago, and many are still relevant today. Nevertheless, both the UK and Wales governments (2015,2019), along with Speech and Language UK (2023), have suggested that children should be allowed to develop at their individual rates and no longer get examined in the same manner.  
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