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Section A

[bookmark: _Int_5FxhS8h5]In England and Wales, there are many available options to help fund family law matters. One being Legal Aid. Legal aid is funded by the government to help by partially paying for legal situations such as domestic abuse cases and child arrangements (ASA Solicitors, 2025). To satisfy the eligibility criteria, income may have to be proven to be below a certain amount as well as value of property, for example. However, eligibility will be automatic if the case involves child abduction, children in care, or is heard by a mental health tribunal (Courts, tribunals and appeals, 2011). 
[bookmark: _Int_uspt2hvU]Family law dealt with through private law, such as divorce, is paid for by the client and can be done in different methods. Some examples are that a client can pay out of savings or income, out of a personal loan or one from family or friends, or can structure a payment plan with their solicitor(s) (Johnson, 2025). 
Furthermore, there are charities and support services out there that can provide free advice or support. For example, Advocate who bridge the gap between the public and barristers. The barristers involved offer free support to help those who need legal advice but cannot afford it (Advocate, 2026). 
It is the responsibility of legal professionals to assist with the topic of cost and legal aid. Even if a client does not bring up legal aid, the firm has an obligation to find out if they are eligible or not and, if legal aid cannot be offered by the firm, then assistance should be given as to what other firm(s) could provide legal aid. A professional responsibility is to provide clients with regular cost estimates or updates. If a client will be required to spend a significant amount of money before a certain time, then notice should be given in advance as soon as possible to best support the client. As well as this, a regular breakdown of what the client is paying for should be presented to them to avoid future confusion or complaints (Resolution, 2024).


Section B 

This scenario includes a marriage which is a right under Article 12 of the European Convention on Human Rights. There are laws around marriage however such as you cannot marry an individual that is your parent, sibling or child for example. Another factor is that you cannot get married if you are under the age of 18 unless you are 16 or 17 years old and have parental consent. Furthermore, you cannot get married if either individual is already lawfully married or in a civil partnership (Walker Family Law, 2023).
[bookmark: _Int_tQUOxKhD]In the scenario we are informed that Sarah wants a divorce and wants to know what that process looks like. In terms of conditions, the length of the marriage must be a minimum of 12 months and recognised under English and Welsh law. In addition, one or both spouses must confirm that there has been an irretrievable breakdown of the marriage under the Divorce, Dissolution and Separation Act 2020. So, while there is confirmed adultery in this case, no such reasons need to be sited in order to have a divorce. This is so that the focus of proceedings can be on sorting out practical matters such as finances and child arrangements instead of creating room for arguments or tension. 
[bookmark: _Int_a95e2rcs]An application will be made by one or both spouses and this can be done online or by post. Alongside the application will be a court fee should the individuals have an income to afford it. Following on from the court accepting the application, the couple will then enter into a “cooling off” period which is a duration of 20 weeks dedicated to making practical arrangements and coming to terms with the decision of divorce. After the cooling off period, you will apply for a Conditional Order. This is to confirm that the court allows the divorce. Lastly, you will apply for the Final Order six weeks after which will legally end the marriage (Gatrell, 2025).
In family law, there are options for resolving disputes. One option is mediation. Mediation is voluntary and is where both parties come together to make necessary agreements and arrangements under the supervision of an impartial and trained mediator who will advise. Agreements made in mediation can become legally binding. Mediation could be an option for Sarah and Daniel as Daniel is willing to cooperate and Sarah could benefit from the legal advice. Mediation is also an option that is likely to result in both parties saving some money. Another method of dispute resolution is arbitration. This option involves both parties having a discussion between themselves alongside an impartial and legally trained person. This legally trained person, referred to as the arbitrator, will make the financial decisions concerning the individuals and their case. Both parties will need to agree on the arbitrator. This process is also legally binding once submitted and upheld by the court. The initial cost of arbitration could potentially cost more than going to court, yet it could reduce costs in the long run (Rights of Women, 2023).


Section C 

Upon divorce, the financial arrangements are put into a document called a financial order. One type of financial order is Pension Sharing. This will outline the percentages of both pensions that the other individual can share. Another type is Property Adjustment which would include the agreements on what will happen to any property, property sale or property transfer. In addition, there could be a Maintenance financial order. If one partner has supported the other financially then the partner being supported could be entitled to spousal maintenance payments. Furthermore, another type of financial order is a Lump Sum order. This means that one partner is ordered to pay a lump sum of money to the other partner, but this can be done in instalments (Beevers, 2024). 
Some couples who divorce want to start with a clean slate financially. This is a type of financial order is known as a Clean Break Settlement. Both parties must agree to this, and it means that both individuals will no longer be financially tied to each other (Vardag, 2025).
The legislation that covers financial settlement upon divorce is Section 25 of the Matrimonial Causes Act 1973. This act requires the courts to consider numerous factors. For example, income and earning capacity of both individuals will be considered as well as their financial needs and financial responsibilities to the marriage. Alongside this, the welfare of any children impacted will be looked at and the standard of family living before the relationship breakdown (Ashtons Legal, 2026).


Section D 

Under the Domestic Abuse Act 2021, domestic abuse takes place when a person aged 16 or over behaves in an abusive way to another person who is over 16 years old and is personally connected to them. Abusive behaviour is physical or sexual abuse, violent or threatening behaviour, controlling or coercive behaviour, economic abuse, psychological abuse or emotional abuse. Furthermore, domestic abuse could be a single incident or an issue of continued conduct.
In relation to family law, there are legal protections for domestic abuse under the Family Law Act 1996. The first being Non-Molestation Orders. This order comes with the power of arrest and orders an individual/abuser to not carry out threatening violence, harassment, intimidation or molestation of the victim or their children. The second legal protection through this act is an Occupation Order. This order does not allow the individual/abuser to occupy a family home as to best protect the victim and any children.  
Safeguarding a family in the context of domestic abuse relies on multi-agency cooperation. A family being supported through domestic abuse will require statutory and non-statutory bodies to cover the family's needs and address trauma and pain. Examples of such agencies are police, social care, physical and mental healthcare and charities (Mayrhofer, 2025).
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