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1.Evaluate the role of police in counter-terrorism policing, and examine how intelligence gained in the investigation of other types of criminality might inform counter-terrorism policing. Your answer must be based on academic research, although you may make reference to recent, relevant case studies.
This essay will be describing what terrorism is and evaluating the role of the police in counter terrorism. It will evaluate what different roles the police have, and the programmes available to help people who have been radicalised by terrorism, in addition to explaining other agency involvement in these programmes and how they can assist the police. This essay will also evaluate how certain crimes are linked to terrorism and the polices role investigating them.
Terrorism is described as ‘Terrorist groups that use violence and threats to publicise their causes and means to achieve goals’ (M15, 2022). There are different forms of terrorism which are described in the Terrorist Act 2000, these different forms of terrorism include – serious violence against a person, serious damage to property, endangering a person’s life, creating a risk to the health and safety to the public or a section of the public and actions designed to seriously interfere with or seriously disrupt an electronic system (CPS, 2000).
Between 1970 and 2016, the United Kingdom experienced 5,227 terror attacks which resulted in 3,420 deaths (Pariona, 2017). With such a high number of terrorist attacks in the United Kingdom, the police play a vital role in countering terrorism and preventing such attacks on the country. One of the roles the police have in countering terrorism is their neighbourhood policing team, a neighbourhood policing team is a specific police team set up in a specific community to identify the issues in that area. It consists of neighbourhood beat managers and PCSO’s whose duty it is to go out in that community and gain trust and build a rapport with those that live there (College of Policing, 2019).  Innes (2007) states that counter-terrorism policing is about harnessing the potential of neighbourhood policing who go out in their local communities and engage with their local communities. Innes (2006) has argued that by neighbourhood policing teams getting out into their communities and building rapports with those that lives there they can establish the presence of any suspicions about potential terrorist activities in that area. Spalek (2013) has further strengthened this by stating the signs of terrorism in the community may be subtle so by the neighbourhood policing teams being well placed in the community they are well placed to handle and diffuse the information they are given. Although it is seen as proactive and engaging, Spalek & Macdonal (2011) have argued that the police being out in the community and asking questions regarding who they have concerns for can be considered intrusive, so it is important that police officers and PCSO’s show sensitivity in relation to the matters in order to obtain best evidence. 
If neighbourhood policing teams believe that an individual is involved in terrorism or in the stages of being radicalised by terrorist groups, they can submit intelligence on that person, and it will be disseminated by the police intelligence model. According to GOV.UK (2022), the meaning of radicalisation is ‘an individual who is being encouraged to develop extreme views or beliefs in support of terrorist groups and activities.’ Terrorist groups will identify a vulnerable induvial, especially a young individual and attempt to groom this person online or in person. According to NSPCC (2021) terrorist groups will exploit this person to violent material and other inappropriate information, put the individual through psychological manipulation and show the risk to the individual of physical harm or death through extremist acts. If the individual is believed to have been radicalised or is currently being radicalised, they can get referred to a programme called ‘Prevent’. GOV.UK (2022) states that if a person gets referred to ‘Prevent’ and there is genuine fear that the person is radicalised a panel of local experts access the referral, and it will go in front of a panel which is led by the local authority, police and other council services. According to Lambert & Parsons (2017) the prevent program is a key part of the government’s counterterrorism strategy with not only police officers playing a key part but also other agencies such as school teachers playing a key part in identifying early stages of what could be radicalisation. Further on in the article by Lambert & Parsons (2017) they identify a relevant study where a 15-year-old schoolboy was referred to ‘Prevent’ due to teachers identifying that the pupil had a keen interest in the United Kingdom Independence Party and the English Defence League; showing how important it is for not just the police to refer people to ‘Prevent’ but also other agencies. Statistics from GOV.UK (2022) show for the year ending March 2020 there were 6,287 referrals to the ‘Prevent’ scheme with the highest number of referrals coming from the police with that being 31%. From the 6,287 referrals made to Prevent, 697 ended up being refereed to ‘Channel’ where the individuals then received specialist support. ‘Channel’ is a national scheme that uses the resources and experience of professionals who provide a multi-agency support package to the individual who has been radicalised or is at risk of being radicalised (Kundnani, 2009). A report from the National Police Chiefs Council highlights the work the police have done with the referrals to ‘Prevent’ in countering terrorism, stating they recognise the outstanding work done by police officers and Prevent officers in protecting the most vulnerable in the society and protecting us from those who wish to do us harm (NPCC, 2020).
Another crime where police are potentially able to link with terrorism is ‘Hate Crime’. The definition of hate crime is ‘any crime which is perceived by the victim or any other person to be motivated by hostility or prejudice based on a person’s disability or perceived disability, race, religion, sexual orientation or transgender identity’ (College of Policing, 2020). Not every individual who commits a hate crime is linked to extremism, but it is likely that some individuals who commit these crimes will be linked to extremist views as many perpetrators start with these less serious crimes before committing more serious offences (College of Policing, 2020). This is further supported by Lambert & Parsons (2017) who state that hate crime incidents require urgent police response and the suspect should be apprehended due to the nature of the offence and intelligence submitted on the suspect to see if these incidents have happened previously. 
One crime that does have direct links with terrorism is ‘Organised Crime’. Organised crime is defined as individuals planning, co-ordinating and committing serious offences, whether it being individually or in groups. The main categories of serious offences are child sexual exploitation, illegal drugs, illegal firearms, fraud, money laundering, modern slavery and human trafficking (Home Office, 2019). VIANO (2020) states that an example of links between organized crime and terrorism is the international arms market where small and light firearms can either be trafficked and sold for money to facilitate the terrorist groups or those firearms can be used in terror attacks by the terrorist groups.  This is further strengthened by Makarenko (2004) who states that organised crime groups exist and operate every day to produce revenue by committing serious offences and then using money obtained from that to fund the terrorist groups and their activities. Therefore, it is vital that the role of police is to counteract these organised crime groups and prevent these organised crimes and from functioning on a daily basis which will further reduce the amount of terrorist attacks that happen. This is strengthened by VIANO (2020) by stating when organised crime groups and terrorism come together it has a devastating affect but if action is taken against organised crime groups early on then it will have a knock-on effect with the terrorist groups. 
Another way police gain intelligence is by keeping members of the public reassured and asking them to keep vigilant and report anything they deem to be suspicious. Once information is provided by members of the public it is disseminated through the 3x5x2 model and used by ‘The Police Counter Terrorism Network’. The Police Counter Terrorism Network is the national collaboration of police forces around the United Kingdom who work to prevent, deter and investigate terrorism around the United Kingdom (Home Office, 2016). One of the ways the government and police keep the British public informed of terrorism in the United Kingdom is by constantly assessing the threat level of a terrorist attack in the UK. There are 5 different threat levels, these are ‘low’, where an attack is highly unlikely to happen, ‘moderate’ where an attack is not likely to happen, ‘substantial’ where an attack is likely to happen, ‘severe’ where an attack is highly likely and then the final one is ‘critical’ where an attack is highly likely to happen in the near future (ProtectUK, 2022). Every year members of the British public report approximately 10,000 suspected terrorist activity with around 20% of those reports becoming useful intelligence which helps the counter terrorism police officers stop terrorism (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2021). This shows that by keeping the public vigilant and to report anything that they believe is suspicious or related to terrorism the police can act on the reports and investigate them fully. Due to so many reports being made to the police each year by members of the public, Counter Terrorism Police (2021) state that from March 2021 to December 2021 they have been able to prevent 32 Terrorist Attacks on the United Kingdom. Hewitt (2010) strengthens the claim that the public reporting suspicious incidents to the police will prevent further terror attacks by stating individuals within communities are to be responsible for reporting suspicious activity and be active citizens in the community and report suspicious circumstances to prevent terrorism.
Specific legislation was brought out by the government which is ‘Terrorism Act 2000’ and in summary states that ‘In this act terrorism means the use or threat of action where involves serious violence against a person, involves serious damage to property, endangers a person’s life, creates a serious risk to the health and safety of the public or a section of the public or is designed seriously to interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system’ (The National Archives, 2000). A report from the House of Commons (2022) states that from September 2001 and March 2021 there have been 4,907 arrests under Terrorism Legislation which shows that the police are using the powers that have been given to them to detain and prosecute people under terrorism legislation.
In conclusion the threat level in the United Kingdom is still rated as high which states that an attack is likely to happen. Therefore, the role of counter terrorism police is extremely important in keeping the United Kingdom and the public safe. The role of the neighbourhood police team is vitally important as being out in the community and gaining the trust of those who live in it can prove vital in establishing key information about concerns in their local area. It is also important that when the police and other agencies identify someone who could be at risk of radicalisation, they are referred to the programmes that can help in the de-radicalisation, although the police have been praised by the national police council for the referrals they have made. It is important that suspects of hate crimes are identified early in the investigation by police in order to see if the suspect is at risk of radicalisation due to the nature of the crime. It is also vital that the police do try and prevent organised crime groups early on to prevent them from supplying terrorist groups with firearms and money to carry out their attacks. The police also have specific legislation which they do utilise with 4,907 arrests being made from that legislation and it is important that members of the public keep reporting anything they deem out of the ordinary and suspicious to police in order for them to act on the information and counter terrorism. (1987 words)
[bookmark: _Hlk131873982]2. Consider the impact of current policing practice on local communities and assess the extent of the police’s role in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. Your answer should be based on academic research, although you may make reference to relevant case studies.
During this essay the author will be discussing the current policing practice on local communities and assess the extent of the polices role in fostering and maintaining community cohesion. It will consider the impact of policing practices such as Neighbourhood Policing and hot-spot policing, whilst gathering evidence from academic reports.
Police engagement with local communities is important when fostering and maintaining community cohesion as it ensures public confidence in the police and makes communities safer. As Bradford (2012) argues, the police are “a highly visible representation of the state.” This means that when done correctly, having the police central in supporting local communities can increase their legitimacy and help foster and maintain community cohesion. The College of Policing (2013) also explains how the confidence cycle is the link between community engagement and increased public confidence in the police. The confidence cycle describes how through effective police engagement, presence and trust, the public will in return feel confident in the police and share intelligence that may be crucial to solving crimes. The type of intelligence provided by the community can include community problems and priorities, details of crime and disorder and changes in tension between different communities; all of which will inform police decisions and actions when solving and preventing crimes.
The first policing practice this essay will consider is Neighbourhood policing. The neighbourhood policing approach aims to prevent crimes in the local community and reduce the fear of crime through public confidence in the police. According to Bryant (2020) neighbourhood policing involves access, such as Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s) being present, two-way communication, which involves careful listening to develop trust, working together with other agencies and local communities to identify joint priorities and also collaboration on developing solutions, such as through voluntary groups with the police. Neighbourhood policing also aids in another policing practice, which is situational and social crime prevention initiatives, which according to Rummens et al. (2016) focus on crime as varying combinations of rational choice theory and a “convergence in time and place of the following three elements: (1) a motivated offender, (2) an accessible target, (3) the absence of a capable guardian”. This means that by focusing police efforts on reducing the number of opportunities where a crime can take place, the amount of crime in communities will reduce. Rummens et al. (2016) also explain how crime prevention initiatives often focus on risk factors, such as family life and the neighbourhood. As an example, research conducted by Painter and Farrington (1997) demonstrated that improved street lighting in a neighbourhood in Dudley, West Midlands, reduced the amount of crime. This was based on an experiment where the amount of crime before the improvement in street lighting was compared to the amount of crime after the improvement. In some areas, the amount of crime reduced by 23%. The research also showed that following the improved street lighting, the number of women on the streets after dark increased, showing that members of the community felt safer. Other examples of crime prevention initiatives may be increasing CCTV and police patrol. Whilst some crime prevention initiatives are police lead, Rummens et al. (2016) also explains how the biggest involvement comes from youth services and local authority-led youth inclusion and support panels (YISPs) and that police led initiatives are less common. This demonstrates that the extent of the police’s role in fostering and maintaining community cohesion can be limited, as examples such as improved street lighting doesn’t necessarily change criminal behaviour and may move it to a different location instead. Local authority lead programmes, such as YISPs help guide young people on a different path to crime.
A big part of neighbourhood policing also involves community engagement, which is a two-way dialogue between the people in the communities and the police. The police do this through meetings such as Police and Communities Together (PACT) meetings. In his article, Brunger (2011) describes PACT as an embryonic form of police/citizen liaison. He details how PACT meetings are used by the Police Service of Northern Ireland (PSNI) provide forums for the public to bring low level disorder issues to the attention of the PSNI, who then help solve these issues in partnership with the public. PACT meetings are held between police and communities and those who attend can raise their concerns for the local area and find out what local police teams are doing to tackle those problems and to keep up to date with what is happening in the area. This form of community engagement helps foster and maintain community cohesion by allowing the public to feel that their concerns are being heard and to prove to them that actions are being taken by the police to make their communities safer, resulting in higher public confidence in the police. 
These PACT meetings also show that whilst police presence is important for information sharing, they are ultimately driven by the public and it is them who foster community cohesion by working together to keep their communities safe. Without the confidence and trust of the public, the police wouldn’t be as successful in tackling crime and issues within the communities, so the extent to which the police can foster and maintain community cohesion relies on the communities’ willingness to liaise with them and share information. As argued by Brunger (2011), low attendances of PACT meetings can make them unrepresentative of the local community, meaning that a mixture of practices, both by the police and other groups such as the local authorities, would be most beneficial. To strengthen this point, Innes et al (2020) evaluate an experiment on the effectiveness of different community engagement methods in Cardiff. 
Prior to the experiment, the main method used was PACT meetings, however the experiment ran PACT meetings in parallel with two other methods in order to compare and strengthen results and react more effectively. In addition to PACT meetings, the other two methods involved in the experiment were Citizen’s Panel Surveys which were run by Cardiff Council which comprised of a representative sample of 1400 members of the public who volunteered to receive regular surveys about wellbeing and public safety in the area. SENSOR interviews were also included, which is an intelligence orientated interview methodology designed to capture the public’s knowledge of neighbourhood crime and disorder and perceptions of risk. Innes et al (2020) concludes that the three methods used in parallel proved most successful, with insight from the Citizen’s Panel Surveys and SENSOR interviews being augmented by information from local PACT meetings run by PCSO’s from the nearby Neighbourhood Policing Teams. What this experiment also shows is that neighbourhood policing shouldn’t be limited to Police alone and to achieve the best results and a broader response from the community, different methods are required that are not all run by the Police, such as Council lead surveys.
Another policing practice in local communities is ‘hot-spot Policing’ where the police aim to identify the area’s most commonly associated with crime. According to Braga et al (2012), a number of studies suggest that crime is often clustered in small areas, or hot-spots, rather than being spread evenly across city landscapes. Police may therefore significantly reduce crime by focusing their resources on a small number of hot-spots. Community engagement, such as through ‘PACT’ meetings, can help identify these hot-spots by asking members of the public for the crime heavy areas, for example areas where they notice the most vandalism and anti-social behaviour. Once hot-spots have been identified, the police then increase visible controls to capture criminals and deter further crimes from being committed in those areas. Increased police visibility in communities helps maintain community cohesion by gaining public trust and confidence in the police by making them feel safer, whilst also deterring crime as it’s more difficult to commit crime when more police are on patrol. According to Nagin et al. (2015), the deterrence theory supports the concept of hot-spot policing by suggesting that crime can be prevented when the offender perceives that the cost of committing a crime outweighs the benefits. This happens through increased police presence in hot-spot areas by increasing the certainty of being caught and making them realise that the consequences of their actions are real; thus deterring crime from being committed. Increased Police presence is required for this, as explained by Nagin et al (2015), “Police can also operate as sentinels or "capable guardians," where their main task is to patrol and deter crime”.
Whilst hot-spot policing helps reduce crime in certain areas, it may also have a negative effect on the perception of police fairness. According to College of Policing (2013), national levels of the disproportionate use of stop and search remain a cause for concern, and this has had a negative impact on Black, Asian and minority ethnic community confidence. This could negatively impact the level of community cohesion, especially in areas with a higher ethnic minority population. For example, a common activity involved in hot-spot policing is an increased level of stop and search activity. Hinkle and Weisburd (2008) explain how recent critiques have linked hot spot policing to citizen fear of being stopped and police confidence as a result.
Another important approach that the police take when working in communities is working in partnership with the local agencies in that area. When the police cooperate with other agencies it helps reduce crime and disorder in the community. The police will work together with local authorities, probation service and also local health boards about ongoing problems. For example, Brown (2013) describes Community Wardens as members of the ‘extended policing family’ where although employed by local authorities, their work is in partnership with the Police and carry out various soft policing activities, including high visibility patrols to deter crime and anti-social behaviour and working with the police and other agencies to promote community safety. The aim of such partnerships is to protect their local community from crime whilst maintaining community cohesion through increased visibility and support, also known as reassurance policing. 
One of the most effective partnerships the police use is with the Youth Offending Team. Callaghan et al (2003) explain that Youth offending teams (YOTs) were established under the 1998 Crime and Disorder Act (Youth Justice Board 1998) and were fully implemented in April 2000. They describe them as interagency teams with staff from aa variety of areas, including education, police, probation and health and social services. According to Callaghan et al (2003), The Youth Offending Team will identify youths in the community who are getting more involved with the police and getting into trouble and support by working with the youths to prevent re-offending, for example through understanding and tackling the issues which might be the cause of offending. Such police partnerships prove that the Police can’t tackle everything on their own, and need to rely on the skills and specialisms of partners to reduce crime and maintain community cohesion through public trust and confidence.
In addition to physical policing practices, Bryant (2020) explains that there are also problem solving models that can be useful when working in the community, such as the SARA model, which is scanning, analysis, response and assessment. This model is best utilised when working collaboratively as it gives the police the opportunity to scan the problem/threat/crime from the public’s perspective, analyse information with the public to ensure correct interpretation, respond by agreeing with the public how to best tackle the issue and finally assess the impact or effectiveness of the action, such as through gauging feedback from the members of the public involved in the engagement meetings with the police. To ensure the police make such engagements with the public, section 34 of the Police Reforms and Social Responsibility Act 2011 requires chief offices to consult with the public in neighbourhoods to discuss crime and provide updates, such as on any changes to policing, and gain feedback (The National Archives, 2011). This ensures that the communities are constantly up to date with the problems they have raised in the community and the actions being taken by the local police.
To conclude, the police have various practices in place to foster and maintain community cohesion, with the main practice being community engagement. It is vital that the police regularly engage with communities to understand concerns and prioritise actions effectively, members of the public also hold important information that will help the police tackle crimes and issues, therefore working collaboratively with members of the public is in the police’s best interest. However, the extent to which the police can maintain community cohesion lies with the public’s trust and confidence in them. It is crucial that the police maintain their level of engagement to hold on to the community’s confidence. Through reducing crimes in hot-spot areas, directing youth to the correct partnerships to prevent them from committing further crimes in the future, and engaging with communities through PACT meetings and social media, the police continue to foster and maintain cohesion within the communities. (2163 words)
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