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Skills Needed in the Creative Industry

There are multiple essential skills needed for employment within the creative industry. However, I will be specifying qualities needed for the dance industry, whether that be for someone applying as a dance teacher, choreography, or professional dancer.

According to ‘Prospects Careers’ (July 2023), some of the skills needed by a dancer that desires to peruse a professional career are a thorough knowledge of dance and its related issues, the ability to make contacts and promote current work, as well as be adaptable to the different disciplines within television, films, and theatre.

Moreover, a dance performer requires personal skills, such as communication, creativity, efficiency, time management, and teamwork in accord with ‘Indeed Career Guide’. Communication is required as a dancer needs to be able to discuss the choreography given if an issue occurs, or if applying for a dance teaching job, this skill is important to successfully give directions, terminologies, and corrections. Creativity is vital as dancers and instructors cultivate original and unique choreography, as well as costuming, makeup, music, and set design for performances. Creativity is also needed when developing the story behind the choreography and when individuals display personal expression and movements.
     ‘Indeed Career Guide’ (25 June 2022) also states that efficiency, otherwise known as productivity, is needed within the dance industry in order for instructors and professional dancers to accurately observe and perform choreography in a set time frame.

Furthermore, ‘National Careers Service’ (no date) implies that a successful dancer is required to accept criticism, as well as work professionally under pressure. The ability to accept and listen to criticism is welcomed to better a dancer’s performance and technique.
     Lastly, research displays that an industry dancer needs to support collaborative ideas and successfully work in a team, acquire self-discipline, and additionally have trust and respect for one’s dance partner; ‘Ivory Howard’ (15 March 2023) mentions, which I agree with.
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