


The statue presented is a domestic figure depicting three figures at different stages of life from childhood to adulthood. The statue is thought to be a household relic that’s part of a personal shrine for the family. The interesting thing about the statue is how it can be interpreted through both an ancient and modern lens when it comes to the gender of those depicted. 
To a modern audience the figure on the left of the statue looks at first glance to be a woman, due to there long hair and what looks to be a dress like peace of clothing that covers most of there body when compared to the other two figures. These other two figures could be inferred to be a man and a boy as unlike the figure on the left they are both nude from the waste up. In a modern context it’s seen as appropriate for men to be topless on warm days while women are still expected to be fully covered and modern audiences still expect men to have shorter hair than women or even for them to be bald. And while in our society such rigid notions on how someone of either gender is changing there are still strong biases when it comes to how we visualise both men and women. This implies that the figures are a family of one form or another as we are used to seeing the interpretation of a family unit can also be inferred from the way the statue has been carved as unlike most Ancient Egyptian art this is a much more intimate item which depicts the man in the middle with his hand on the boy’s shoulder while holding the hand of the figure besides him. This is the kind of intimacy we have come to expect from a modern family and is something that modern audiences would be able to relate to. This intimacy is also unexpected in the statue as most Ancient Egyptian artwork is formulaic and uses a grid system that allows sculptures to create statues in a idealised fashion, particularly for Egyptian royalty as this is how they believed they would be perceived in the afterlife.  Which is why most artwork shows an idealised version of the royal in question. However, in the Amarna period that changed and the artwork became more naturalistic in accordance with the change in religion and the way the royal family was depicted on tombs where intimacy between people was depicted openly for the first time. This may lead a modern audience to not be aware at first that this peace is Ancient Egyptian. 
Another interpretation modern audiences may make is that this is a depiction of a homosexual couple due to there closeness and intimacy with one another. This interpretation may not be the first thought brought to mind, but again it is the intimacy shown between the two adult figures that may bring this to mind. Particularly when they are shown to be holding hands which is typically something we have come to expect romantic couples to do. Though it could also be inferred that in todays society men who openly show affection to one another are often looked down upon or thought to be not as ‘masculine’ as there counterparts. And because queerness in men is often seen as something that affects there ‘masculinity’ it is linked with open affection and men who are more in touch with there emotions and less stoic.
Historically the statue is dated to the Amarna period around thirteen fourteen BC. This period saw not only an upheaval in the and as stated before is a domestic figure thought to be used in house shrines to worship a family’s ancestors and ask for there protection. The man on the left of the statue’s face is heavily lined indicating that he is much older than the man with the shaved head, and along with his finer robes and wig it can be implied that he was a man who rose high in Egyptian society, which is only reinforced by the fact that many of these features have been adopted from the features of the royal family in the Amarna period. Reinforcing the fact that he is the dominant figure of this statue. Most likely someone the family would see as a revered ancestor who they could look to for guidance. While the relationship he has to the bald man and the child will always remain a point of interest as its thought to be an ancestor shrine its suspected that the bald man in the middle may be the person the statue was created for, while the boy next to him is his son that he’s asking the elder to protect. Which coincides with the idea the elder is an esteemed member of the family though he may be an ancestor instead of a living relative. 
In Egypt gender roles were a lot more rigid than what a modern audience may expect and this is very clearly depicted in the piece through the use of colour. For example, in Ancient Egypt red was used as a masculine colour while yellow was used as a feminine colour. To an Ancient audience the gender of the three men would be obvious as they can see it clearly depicted thorough the chosen colour pallet. 
In conclusion while Ancient Egypt had stricter gender roles than our modern-day society it doesn’t hold to the same standard of societal expectation as we do in the modern era. As something that is considered traditionally effeminate today such as long hair and dress like pieces of clothing were a symbol of wealth and social mobility for ancient people, due to the cost linked to large amounts of the fabric and a well made wig. And while we can see the clear differences the importance of the family in all its incarnations hasn’t changed and is still something that a modern audience can relate to the people the statue represents.
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