1400171 - Events and Festivals in Context (BMBM4002)
Defining the Events and Festivals Industries.
The events and festival industry is very dynamic, complex, and diverse as well as being fun. This essay will provide information on the industry of events and festivals, also known as ‘Special Events’ from the types and sizes of events, to who creates and makes up the events, and why. According to Getz (2005) a Special Event is “an opportunity for a leisure, social or cultural experience outside the normal range of choices or beyond everyday experience.”
According to Bladen (2012) p.p. 9, events have been held from the dawn of time with events and festivals being mentioned in the Christian and Jewish Bible. During these times you would find events were mainly ritual and personal celebrations such as weddings, birthday to christening, which has slowly become what it is today which is to give people experiences at any given time.   
 “Each year, events occur throughout the United Kingdom. They dominate the media, fill transport systems, hotels and venues, meet business objectives, motivate communities and create positive and negative impacts.” - (Bowdin et al, 2006)
The latest report by British Visits and Events Partnership (BVEP) who released in 2014 at the International Confex that attendees and delegates spend in the UK Events Industry around 39.1 billion British pounds, which has risen up from 36.1 billion British pounds from their last report in 2010. There are many different types of events which are all worth different values, when you think of the highest worth events you would expect it to be sporting or music events, this is not the case as sporting comes in at a value of £2.3 billion in fourth place and music events in at fifth with the worth of £1.3 billion, below them are incentive travel and performance improvement worth £1.2 billion, corporate hospitality and corporate events worth £1.2 billion, outdoor events worth £1.1 billion, and in at last is festivals and cultural events for £1.1 billion. In second of worth within the events industry is Exhibitions and trade fairs worth £11 billion and in first is conferences and meetings worth £19.9 billion, this is due to the high demand for meetings in every sector of businesses not just events. If you look at events along at a sector you must have meetings to create events, within just one meeting you must pay out for a room to hold the event, then on top there could be extras from employees, transportation, catering, cleaning, and so much more, many meetings can also take place for just one event at the end of it all, so with the constant pay out of meetings and everything that comes with them you can see how conferences and meetings are number one on the list of worth within the events sector.
Woodstock Music Festival, advertised as “Three Days of Peace and Music,” took place on 12th August 1969. The event was created and run by John Roberts, Joel Rosenman, Artie Kornfield and Michael Lang, whose purpose was to make enough money to build a recording studio within Woodstock, New York. The event would have been a hallmark event, a hallmark event is an event that has the name of the location that the event takes in, such as “Glastonbury” or “Wimbledon”, According to Lynn van der Wagen and Lauren White (2010) p.p. 8 “Hallmark events are designed to increase the appeal of a specific tourism destination or region.”. The four-man partnership sold around 186,000 tickets for the event and expected no more than 200,000 people to show up on the day of said event, unfortunate this was not the case, according to History.com (2018) nearly 5,000,000 people arrived early on the first day of the festival trying to push against the entrance gates. Due to health and safety when it came to crowd control the organisers made the decision that it would be safer to let the festival open to everyone, free of charge. This made the event major event due to the high number of attendees alone, let alone suppliers. An issue that arose due to the high number of attendees was that there were jammed roads with eight miles of traffic in and around Bethel. Although the event was seen as one of the best in History with Jimi Hendrix being awarded with Billboard (2017) NME Award for Greatest Musical Event Ever for his performance within Woodstock with his infamous guitar solo version of “The Star Spangled Banner.”, it was also described as chaotic with as the organisers did not bring in enough suppliers or resources to accommodate the high volume of attendee’s from there not enough bathroom facilities and first-aid tents to accommodate. Although there were not enough first-aid tents to accommodate such a big crown throughout the three-day weekend there were only two deaths, one being of a drugs overdose and the other person being run over by a tractor whilst sleeping, I’m sure if the festival was not as overcrowded there would have been less chance of these deaths occurring. 
Every event will have a purpose to why it is being run, such as Woodstock being held to use the profits to build a recording studio, the Miss Wales finals competition is held for the purpose to find not only Miss Wales, but for a competitor for the Miss World competition.
The Miss Wales competition has been running for over 60 years. From starting in the 1950’s the competition has grown in popularity with media attention locally to nationally, to even having around 1,000 women each year register to become one of the pageant finalists, last year’s competition had around 2,000 women apply with only 27 make it to the grand final in Newport’s Riverfront Theatre. There are many aspects of the Miss Wales competition to many fundraising events to raise money for their chosen charity ‘Beauty with a Purpose’ to appearances, but the main event is the final which is appealing for contestants as according to Miss Wales (2018) “The winner is automatically guaranteed a place at the most respected and established beauty contest in the world - Miss World. She also wins an exciting package of prizes.”
Within the Miss Wales finals, you have many suppliers from the Director, Paula Abbandonato who is then hired by the events company Vibe PR and Marketing, she will then hire people to work from the judges, the host, the accumulator, the sponsors, hair and makeup department, catering, TV production team, and then the theatre. She will work along with the theatre, from looking at financial budgets, sound, staging and lights working with each individual department. Miss Wales works to make as much money to cover the costs of payments for suppliers, resources and for the Miss Wales journey to Miss World, so the director will also look and hire volunteers to help work on the show, mainly as runners and messengers so help keep eyes on ever department whenever she is elsewhere. 
One of the many ways Miss Wales raising money is with selling tickets to watch the competition. Newport Riverfront Theatre, according to creu cymru (2018) holds an “overall capacity without orchestra pit or forestage 493 seats, with orchestra pit or forestage 463” so with the maximum attendees being 463 people this would make the Miss Wales Finals event a minor event. According to Wagen and White (2010) p.p. 10, most event will come under the category of minor events, just like The Go Girl Academy Foundation Launch.
The Go Girl Academy Foundation Launch (2018) was a one-off, sold out event, with 220 attendees, held on November 9th 2018 with Cornerstone Cardiff. This event was run and hosted by Wenda James-Rowe, who is also the founder of the Go Girl Academy. This night as well as the foundation is a not-for-profit event. A not-for-profit event according to Wagen and White (2010) p.p.336. is when an “organisation has to budget just as carefully as a for-profit business, as it is essential that it covers all or most of its costs” but if any profit was made it would go straight back into the foundation. This event was held within the local area of the academy and for the people that attend, support, and sponsor the Go Girl Academy whilst celebrating it becoming an official foundation, which means this event would also go under the category of a local and community event.
There are many different size events, some which have been mentioned are local or community events, minor events and major events, the last one that has not been discussed is mega-events. A mega-event is the largest size event under all the categories, according to Richie and Hu (1987) cited by Hall (1997) can be “defined in three different ways: 1 by volume (1 million visits), by a money measure (Can$500 million, DM 750 million, FFr 2500 million), and in psychological terms (by reputation: ‘Must see’, ‘Muss miterlebt werden’, ‘Il faut absolument voir’) (Marris, 1987, p.3.). To become a mega-event and receive over 1 million viewers and or attendees a lot of them would be televised events, one of these more known mega-events was the 2012 London Olympics’ Opening Ceremony with having around 80,000 attendees within the Olympic stadium watching and then it also being watched by almost 900 million people on television, another mega-event being Prince William and Kate Middleton’s Wedding giving The BBC a reported a peak audience of 27 million viewers according to The Independent (2012). 

[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude the events and festivals industry is a vast, fast paced, exciting industry, where you have to be an individual that can think on their toes, be independent, and still work within a team. Events and festivals come in many different forms, sizes and styles from minor events which are the smallest size and is also the most common event or festival that you can have, then leading onto a major event to then the biggest being a mega-event where you will have attendees and or viewers of over 1 million with most mega-events being televised to achieve such a vast amount of attendees and or viewers. The traditional events that started the events industry and continue to help it thrive are the ritual ones such as weddings and birthdays, but still the main sector to be the most thriving and worthy within the event industry is conferences and meetings worth £19.9 billion. The events industry is not just made up of event organisers, it has to have many different suppliers as shown in the Miss Wales example, that many different suppliers are involved to complete and create a successful event and festival from caterers, toilets, sponsors, volunteers and so many more.
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