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Conferences and safeguarding can be a daunting realisation of what’s to come in the real world and when tasked with the job of putting together a case study of a four-year-old and one-year-old child in significant danger it is hart wrenching. As much as I enjoyed this task, I did make a few mistakes along the way for example, as I have children myself, I felt like I got to personally involved in the case and my own personal opinion overruled the facts in front of me. Moving on from this I had to sit down within my group and find a way through it and look through the endless legislations and acts in front of me concerning a child’s welfare and what safeguarding meant for the child and what was the right approach and action to take, and this what happened……
We were assigned the difficult task of putting together a conference about safeguarding within an early-years setting based on a case of a young child in need of help under the all wales child protection act (2008). I was given the challenging role of acting as the social worker. Before this I had very little knowledge of what a social workers job entailed and to be quite truthful very negative thoughts. However, throughout this process, I have had a clearer inside into different roles and processes that are carried out throughout safeguarding a minor, including different legislations and acts that are enforced. For example, how to carry out a section 47 from the children act (1898). This is where a referral comes into the social workers department from someone who has concerns about a child who is possibly in danger of abuse or neglect. We then discovered that the social worker would look more closely into the report and follow section 17 of the children act (1989) which highlights that the main role of the local authorities is to protect, safeguard and promote the welfare of the child. During our investigation, we decided to go down the route that the child was not being fully safeguarded and that the local social worker did however need to enforce a section 47 of the children act (1989) upon the family in question. I felt that this was the right path to look at considering the case and putting the welfare of the child second to none.
Safeguarding is a complex subject and according to the children society (2019) it can be defined as protecting children or anyone under the age of 18 from any significant abuse or harm. According to the NSPCC (2019) abuse can be caused by many ways including, physical, sexual, emotional or neglect. One way that the authorities can help safeguard children is by working in a multi-agency approach. According to Sidebotham et al, (2016) multi agency working is the most effective way to safeguarding and protecting children. NSPCC (2019) also agree with this stating that using multi agency can help analysis important information between the local authorities and it ensures that everyone involved in the case is kept in constant touch and kept up to date with the current information. According to every child matter’s (2019) This all ties in with multi-disciplinary practice where both acts are part of the Children act (2004) which were both overseen by the Lambing report (2003) which is led on the grounds of the children act (2004). Within our group task we found this method very effective and personally I found that if I did this as a career choice in the future it would make passing on information far easier and more effective.
During our group task we each had different roles to play within the conference, for example, social worker, nursery key leader, health visitor and police protection officer. Personally, the only role that I have had any previous experience in is working along side a nursery key leader so I was able to offer my knowledge and input into that role as that is where my passion lies. However after doing my research into the role of the social worker particularly following the children and social work act (2017), I feel that social workers can better children life’s and have a large input into the health and wellbeing of the child, Garbarino et al, (1992) also agree with this and state that teachers, councillors and social workers should all work together to provide a happy and as normal as possible childhood for the child while they are still children before it is to late and they grow up into adults with anger issues and mental health concerns. However Lewis (2015) argues this and goes on to say that the role of a social worker should be a formal role full of discipline made up of four different theories which are, perspectives, models, frameworks and explanatory theories which then can be argued by the Munro report (2011) which puts the child at the centre of the case and as the social workers main priority when visiting where the social worker has the right to spend more time with the child and the parent rather than just watching them and filing out all the necessary paperwork which can be done at a later date where the child is not present. I do believe that while going through my findings I do also agree with the Munro report (2011). and the way that is worked and aimed at the priority of the child and not at the paperwork this can be put down to past history case mistakes and it is also believed that this way is the best step forward for a better future for social workers and families. 
During my research I discovered that the children act (1989) has a very large input into safeguarding and the rights of the child dating back from the first children act (1948)  and children act (1974) which both are no longer in practice but have now been replaced with the children act (1989), children act (2004) which are regularly updated and frequently used on a daily basis throughout the whole of Britain. These are used in every school or nursery setting and anywhere that always allows children to ensure their safety and wellbeing.  We also found that Social workers and the families health visitor has to abide by another set of policies laid out by the health and care professionals council (2019) which states the standards of conduct and ethics that is expected from the professionals for example, the professionals must promote and protect the best interests of the child and families in help and need of the services including passing on significant paperwork in the correct manner keeping detailed records of each visit, phone calls and meetings which again can be argued by the Munro report (2011). Where they state that the paperwork should be done after the visit has finished not during. And most importantly the professional must always protect the family’s confidentiality.
During The investigation process I found that I could dig deep in information and almost become the role of the character I was playing as there was plenty of information and legislations to back up my case for example, procedures online (2019) have specific guidelines for a social worker or health visitor to follow to ensure that the children and monitored correctly while home visits are carried out, for example, Seeing the child awake and clean. However, I found that while there was plenty of information on the social work side there wasn’t much however to relate to how a police protection officer would fit in the scenario regarding legislations and acts. However, on a positive side I did feel like there was more than enough adequate information for the nursery key leader. This is a particular role I would like to pursue in my future career so I payed close attention to what was being looked at and said and it was found that the nurseries key leader is the child’s first point of call so is the main priority within this case and without them the case would be difficult to hold. They follow many guidelines alongside Ofsted (2019) but also following which was more relevant to our investigation the NSPCC (2019) stating that they have to have regular contact with the child in question so that they are in a strong position to identify any signs of abuse and neglect, whether that may be marks on the child, inappropriate drawings the child has made, comments that the child has made or in this scenario obvious signs over a specific time period of personal neglect, for example, dirty clothes, always hungry. During our time researching different roles we also found that the nurseries key leader also follows the NSPCC (2019) for a number of other reasons, one being to ensure that each child has a safe environment to play and surround themselves in and also to ensure that the child can feel as comfortable as possible for occurrences like these so that the child has a ‘safe haven’ to go to and a friendly face that they know and trust. According to Burnard (1994) he believes that some practitioners may find it difficult to comfort and reassure a child as you are the adult and its knowing where the emotional professional line is and when to stop before you cross it. However, he does go on to state that children are always in need of someone to comfort them and it is important for them to be given the opportunity when the time occurs to express their emotions and feeling and if you are the person that they feel most comfortable doing this with then that should be honoured. Also backing this up would be Maslow's hierarchy of needs (1943). Where it is believed that the most basic of human needs above food and water are safety and security so if the child is feeling isolated at home or feeling unsafe at home according to the all wales child protection act (2008) and the NSPCC (2019) it is then the school or nurseries job to provide that warmth and safety net for the child. Or more particularly the specific key worker that the child has built up the trust and bond with.
During my research I realised that I had to take into account the voices and opinions of my other team mates and listen to what was being said and I did find at times that we all had to compromise some of our work and findings to fit the most important pieces of information into the time slot allocated however I do believe that it worked well in the end and we all compromised well together.
I have always been a passionate person who believes in the right of the child and the freedom of the child and after looking in depth into this case and many other researches including past history cases. It saddens me to think about how a child could and can be treated. I feel like I have learned a lot from this task and sharpened my critical analysis skills. This research has given me even more passion to carry on into my future as an early years practitioner protecting the innocence of children in the best way I can with a more open and knowledgeable mind than what I had before and knowing the right paths and choices to take if ever faced with the horrific ordeal of one of these cases.
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