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Part 1- 

 
In Iceland, the importance of children playing outdoors is a common ideology. Multiple authors have commented on government papers which sates the benefits the outdoors can have on children. There is a huge emphasis on the outdoor environment being a great place for learning and allows children to consider surrounding nature. The outdoors is also considered to be great for exercising and maintaining a healthy lifestyle (Noradahl & Johannesson, 2014). The emphasis of children experiencing the outdoor environment has been communicated across Iceland for a long period of time. Children ages 1 to 6 have multiple opportunities to play outdoors most days. However, that is different for children ages 6 to 16. Due to this age group being in full time education, the only opportunity they get to go outdoors and experience this environment with friends is during playtime. There is little information on what exactly teachers do to encouraging learning in the outdoors. It is clear outdoor learning will differ depending on what method of teaching is practiced by professionals and the aims of a school a child attends. Although there is little evidence on outdoor learning in Iceland, a survey carried out in Reykjavik stated 70% of schools within the capital do say they do encourage and practice outdoor learning (Oladottir, 2008). 
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Part 2 a-

The following essay will discuss the benefits of forest schools. The Forest school network has created the following definition defining forest schools as ‘an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in woodland environment’ (O'Brien & Murray, 2006). Murray and O’Brien suggested there is a slight worry that young children in schools are not receiving the same opportunities their parents did when it comes to outdoor learning and woodland environments. They stated this is due to health and safety worries and the common ideology within society that there are equal and safer opportunities for children within the classroom environment (O’Brien and Murray, 2006). Research has also suggested that if children don’t experience the woodland environment whilst they are young, they won’t have the desire to experience this type of environment when they are older. This means they will miss out on the physical and emotional benefits woodland environments provide (Thompson, et al., 2004). The Welsh government are promoting the idea that learning outdoors is extremely different to learning in the classroom. They are especially encouraging foundation phase teachers to incorporate forest schools into their everyday teaching practices (Government, 2009).
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Part 2b- 

1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could be accused of plagiarism. Why is it important that students avoid this?

Referencing is a key skill a student must have in order to avoid plagiarism within their academic writing.  This skill ensures that a student is recognising and acknowledging resources written and produced by other people and it is not passed off as their own work (UWSTD, p.4).  Plagiarism is considered a serious offence within academic writing and can be described and intentionally using others work within your own academic writing (Neville, 2010).  Plagiarism can be performed at many different levels and under many different circumstances however, it is important that all students avoid this. This is due to the fact that plagiarism is unethical towards the writer whose work is being plagiarised (Stoner, 2003). By taking credit for someone else’s work student will also not learn how to develop crucial skills and come up with their own ideas, which will affect future careers as they have not allowed themselves to learn skills and develop them throughout their degree (Neville, 2010). Unintentional or not, plagiarism is a serious misconduct of the universities policies and it is crucial that students ensure they reference all sources of information they use within their academic writing, in order to avoid this offence. 

2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this true or false? Explain your answer. 

This statement is false. Students must ensure that they reference any source of information they are using within their academic writing which is not their own work (Neville, 2010). By doing so students avoid plagiarism and acknowledge the wide range of sources they have used in order to build their ideas and responses for their academic writing. 

3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. Explain, with reasons and supporting literature whether you believe this statement is true or false. 

The previous statement is believed to be false. Wikipedia is an online information source that is generated by multiple users and information can be edited or written by anyone (Tomaszewski, 2012). Although this online platform can provide students with what seems, an extensive amount of information: the lack of reliability leads to this website not being a valued source for academic writing. Students are often encouraged to cite primary and secondary sources within their academic writing as this information is original and can be verified by the author. Wikipedia lacks many of these original attributions therefore information could be unreliable or wrong, impacting on a student’s academic assignment (Caulfield, 2022). Wikipedia can be a useful source for students to begin their research for assignments however, when it comes to producing reliable academic writing and using valid sources students are encouraged to carry out some extensive research and use original books, journals and reports. 

4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains how to present a very long quotation.

· Firstly, create a separate paragraph for the following quotation 
· Ensure the paragraph is indented before writing the quotation 
· A long quotation is more than 30 words long or more than 2 lines long. These quotations do not need quotation marks 
· In round brackets note the author’s surname, year of publication and the page number or URL in which the quotation was found 

5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.

Extensive research is vital for all academic assignments. It ensures a student has ideas to build their writing on and allows them to be critical throughout their response. Reading multiple resources is a valuable method when it comes to beginning academic assignments. This allows students to dive deeper into the information given during lectures leading up to the assignment. It is important that students use acceptable resources for their research to ensure the information is reliable and valid. Sources that are considered acceptable for academic writing consist of, books, journals, reports, encyclopaedias and websites containing .edu or org. within the URL (George, 2021). These sources are considered to provide students with primary, reliable and specific information they can incorporate into their academic writing, allowing them to produce credible assignments (Day, 2018). 

Works Cited
Caulfield, J., 2022. Scribbr. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.scribbr.com/citing-sources/how-to-cite-wikipedia/#reliable
[Accessed 28 June 2022].
Day, T., 2018. Success in Academic Writing. s.l.:Bloomsbury Publishing Plc.
George, T., 2021. Scribbr. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.scribbr.com/working-with-sources/credible-sources/
[Accessed 11 November 2022].
Government, W. A., 2009. Outdoor Learning Handbook. Cardiff.
Neville, c., 2010. The Complete Guide to Referencing and Avoiding Plagiarism. 2nd ed. s.l.:Open University Press.
O'Brien, E. & Murray, R., 2006. A marvellous opportunity for children to learn: A participatory evaluation of Forest school in England and Wales, s.l.: Farnham: forest research.
Stoner, D. M., 2003. Why students should avoid plagiarism: What Students Say, s.l.: s.n.
Thompson, C. et al., 2004. Open space and social inclusion: Local woodland use in central Scotland, Edinburugh: Report to the Forestry Commission.
Tomaszewski, J., 2012. Education World. [Online] 
Available at: https://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/how-to-use-wikipedia-for-academics.shtml
UWTSD. Referencing Handbook: Harvard. Version 1.2

Part 3- 

The article ‘Schooled to fail’ written by Emma Smith discusses underachievement of pupil in school. There is a clear focus on Welsh schools within this article and in particular comparisons between the performance of Welsh and English students. The article aims to review the issue of underachievement within Welsh schools and analyse data to create new ideologies that Welsh schools are no longer educating students to underachieve. 

The key argument within this text suggests that Wales as a nation is no longer ‘schooling children to fail’ (Smith, 2005). The author made clear points suggesting comparing Welsh and English schools is no longer effective due to major population differences, alongside demonstrating male and female underachievement gaps have always been present and this is no longer a reliable nor relevant argument supporting the statement ‘Welsh pupils are schooled to fail’. The authors purpose throughout the text was to discuss these issue from a Welsh perspective, whilst providing evidence encouraging people to rethink old ideologies and consider new ideas such as the inability to fairly compare Welsh and English schools, which was demonstrated on page 87, with the use of data from the Office of National Statistics. 

The article has been structured to deliberately guide the reader through each point within the argument that is being presented. This was done through the use of paragraphs. Each paragraph provided the reader with a new point to consider, this point was explained, discussed and supported with evidence. The use of paragraphs made this article an easy read, the author ensured the reader could not get lost within the article however, they were guided through the text with ease. Although the length of some paragraphs made this article look daunting to read, the information received was relevant and clear meaning the reader could truly understand the points the author was discussing. Each point made was supported with statistics. The use of numbers within the article provided clear evidence for ideas the author was reviewing. Smith also supported each statistic with text explaining the data used within the article. This ensured the reader understood exactly what the data was showing, and links could be made with points noted by the author previously. At the end of the article the author provided the reader with a great deal of appendices. This encouraged the reader to be convinced by the arguments Smith was presenting us with. By doing so the author allowed the reader to dive deeper into evidence supporting their arguments, essentially persuading the reader to agree with the aim of the article which was to create a new ideology suggesting Wales is no longer educating students to fail.

The language used within the article suits experts in the topic such as academics. The text was formal and the use of words such as ‘dichotomous’ (page 93, within conclusion) suggests that it would not be an easy read for some people, especially those who have not read academic writing previously.  Although the structure guides the reader through the article, when considering the language used, this article would be an easy read for experts within the topic however not for those who are non-experts nor academics. The use of the word ‘evidence’ is prominent throughout the article. This suggests to the reader that the author is stating reliable arguments and facts. The use of this language persuades the reader to believe and agree with what the author is saying. This technique makes the text sound accurate, again supporting the authors arguments and points.  If the article did not provide evidence the language used could be considered bias or subjective. For example, the article is considering arguments from a Welsh perspective and the term ‘There is little to suggest that in Wales the gap between the GCSE performance of male and female students is increasing’ (Smith, 2005 p93) could suggest the author is biased. However, due to the fact the statements made are backed with a wide range of evidence and data the article seems more persuasive rather than bias. 
Within the article there is one claim made throughout. This being that Wales may no longer be setting their students up to fail Multiple points are explored during the article and each point is drawn back to this claim making the argument consistent throughout. The text relies very much on evidence, and this is mainly data produced by The Office of National Statistics and the WJEC. Each piece of evidence is valid to the point made by the author and backs what she is saying. Considering the article was published in 2005, the data use is relevant and reliable as it was produced up until 2004. The evidence provided supports each point made by the author. This is effective as it can persuade the reader that the points put forward are accurate and the author has a valid argument. The conclusion drawn in the article suggests that Wales is no longer schooling students to fail. The author suggests that this ideology is dated. It is no longer possible to compare Wales with England, alongside suggesting the argument between the male and female attainment gap is no longer relevant as it has always been there. This conclusion is justified with evidence provided throughout the article.

In conclusion, I believe this text produces a well thought out argument which is backed with evidence throughout. The structure makes the article easy to follow and the use of language is used to draw in the target audience of experts and academics. However, I believe this article may interested those who are not experts, and the use of other language could lead to the article targeting a wider audience of readers. Overall, this is an appropriate academic article addressing an issue that is relevant especially to those in Wales. It provides new ideologies and appropriate arguments which all support the aim of the text. 
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