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‘Feminism is the belief of the political, social and economic equality of the sexes’. (Beyoncé - Flawless ft Nicki Minaj ( Live ) – YouTube). Society is dysfunctional because of the lack of equality between men and women.  This essay will explore the aim of feminism, which is the understanding of inequality between both genders and fixing it. The concept of the feminism theory is to shine light on all the issues that are misidentified by trends and social problems. It also includes the problems that are ignored by historical dominance of the males within social theory. Main focuses of a feminists’ theory are to exclude the discrimination based on sex and gender, in history it is believed that men have historically had many more opportunities in comparison women. Feminists not only want to exclude discrimination but exclude other things such as objectification, economic inequality, stereotypes, power and oppression. It is a belief by many that society’s powers are based on patriarchy. This is a system in which men hold all positions of authority and power. Feminism believes that women have the same authority and power as both genders are no different from each other. The feminism theory is viewed and commented on worldwide. Feminists across the world have stated their powerful beliefs voicing their opinions on history, tradition and laws that are unfair and that there is a need for a change. There are numerous sub-types of feminism and the two feminism types mainly discussed throughout this essay will be, liberal feminism and Marxist feminism. Both types of feminism look at the equality for women and have similarities but have slightly different approaches as liberal feminism looks at liberation for women and Marxist feminism looks at the oppression towards women. Although there are several meanings and kinds of theories within feminism, Liberal and Marxist feminism seem to be most engaging. 

Liberal feminists’ beliefs are that women and men should be treated as equals rather than continue the tradition of men being superior. Their moderate aims challenge values as they aim for a change politically, economically and socially. (Haralambos and Holborn, 2008).  Liberal feminism looks at many issues that women today are facing such as sexual harassment, reproduction and abortion rights, childcare and education. Women should also have the same legal, job and educational opportunities as men which has not been the case historically and the situation is still unfair for women in many countries across the world. Unfortunately, still, the pay gap between women and men still differs despite the Equal Pay Act. Women that work between forty-one to forty-four hours per week earn 84.6% of what men working similar or the same hours earn. When a man takes care of his own child it is a belief of many people that men are incapable of taking care of their own children or children and childcare is something liberal feminists argue against. They argue that taking care of a child is not just a woman job but a human job. It is assumed by many that a woman will be better at childcare and therefore the woman/mother has most responsibility for the child. Since ‘Attainment of Independence’ in 1980, Zimbabwe has been seeking to influence gender equality in different aspects of life. The government in Zimbabwe have had to abolish many forms of discrimination based on gender, race, class and so forth, this was made by the possibility of passing the Acts of Parliament. Nevertheless, there are specific gender laws in the Zimbabwe government. One act is the Equal Pay Regulations 1980, the act authorises equal pay for work that is of equal value. This includes that differences in pay would e determined by the differences in qualifications and attributes and not by gender. This act was not directed at teachers or any individual who works in an education system, but female teachers gained from this positively as they were able to get equal pay to the males that worked within the system too. The Zimbabwe Government National Gender Framework (2013) have passed seventeen pieces of legislation which were meant to advance the equity objective and the gender equality. Liberal feminists aim to end all domestic violence and sexual harassment that have to do with removing all obstacles to women that achieve on the same level with men. This not only happens in Zimbabwe but in many other countries girls have been and are still battling to be an equal to the men in their countries. Malala Yousafzai, now an Oxford University student, was a young girl who fought for women and young girls in her area in Pakistan to have the right to education. The Talibans’ involvement almost cost Malala her life, her life was thankfully saved. Malala began a fund for all the young girls worldwide who are fighting for their fight to learn, just like she was. These unfortunate circumstances, such as standing up for what is right and what is fair is costing individuals’ lives and is still ongoing even with the recognition worldwide of the unfair matter. The United Kingdoms Government have recently promoted a new funding opportunity called ‘Leave no girl behind’ for an international development to encourage young girls to have the right to learn. This initiative was announced back in 2016 as part of the Girls’ Education challenge and the aim is to support girls internationally with ensuring they have the literacy, numeracy and skills relevant for work life and life in general for a solid future for themselves. This is for young girls and adolescent girls who have had to go to work, never attended school or have already left education. As far as this year, this feminism empowerment has helped over one million disadvantaged girls and they are still reaching out to unprivileged and uneducated girls across the world. 
This most recent feminism movement ‘Time’s Up’ where thousands of women across the world have identified themselves as a victim of domestic violence and ‘Times Up’ is trying to stop this violence (anon. (n.d.): What is the Time's Up Movement and the #MeToo Movement? | Time). This news tore from 2017 and is still ongoing and women have fond the courage to tell their stories via social media. This all started when a famous individual spoke out about film producer Harvey Weinstein sexually assaulted her. Numerous celebrities spoke out to reveal this man had also sexually assaulted them also. Victims worldwide came forward on the social media, Twitter to reveal the horrendous events they have had to suffer from while following their confession with the hashtag ‘#MeToo’. Liberal feminists feel that if celebrities such as Angelina Jolie, Rose McGowan and Gwyneth Paltrow and the other eighty women who were harassed or assaulted, numerous women would never have come forward to share their horrendous experiences. Tony Robbins is a man abusing his power and authority by belittling the women who have shared their terrible experiences via social. He implies the campaign is hurting women more than it is helping while he is clearly blinded by the significance of ‘Times Up’ whilst ‘knocking’ their ‘victimhood’. (Carlin, Shannon; McCool, Nanine; Robbins, Tony (n.d.)) Oprah Winfrey, a celebrity and supporter of the ‘Times Up’ campaign, came forward at an event to share her thoughts on how ‘proud’ she was to see ‘all the inspiring women that have been empowered enough to speak up about their stories’ (anon. (n.d.): Oprah Winfrey's Globes speech: full transcript – CNN). She liberates that not only women in the entertainment industry have suffered abuse, but it is a geographical, work environment, race and cultural problem that is happening more frequently than imaginable. She shares that the unspoken women should also be taken account. Oprah Winfrey emphasises that women of the future should not have to say, ‘me too’ any longer, as a ‘new day is on the horizon’ (anon. (n.d.):Oprah Winfrey's Globes speech: full transcript – CNN) . Times are changing for women and empowerment is in their favour. Mary Wollstonecraft the founder of classical liberal feminism, the suffragettes and Rosa Parks have fought for women to have the same power as men and ongoing still, there is a battle which is getting easier. Media is beginning to oppose that boys are the stronger gender and women the weaker and that being assertive, which is seen as a masculine trait, and being emotional which is seen as a feminine trait, is not more valued. Liberal feminists promote a non-sexist socialization to the public. 

Marxist feminism seeks to dismantle the focus on capitalism for the liberation of women. Karl Marx and his collaborator Frederick Engels made the discovery of the economic laws of the unrevealed capitalism. Marxist Feminisms’ ideology states the political confusion, the unhealthy social relations between men, political inequality and dependence are the main cause to oppression in women. Marxism states the oppression on individuals from a higher authority especially on women. Oppression in feminism is the inequitable use of law, power, physical force and authority which prevents women of being equal which is a type of injustice. Marx showed that the working class were exploited for their profit by capitalists as they become wealthier by paying their workers modicum pay of the value that is produced. Marxist feminists believe capitalists drive for profits and are responsible for most forms of oppression such as homophobia, racism and have the responsibility of womens’ second class status. This is where the ‘othering theory’ is an involvement as othering is knowingly casting a group of people into the role of an ‘Other’ and building opposition of aspersion which is how the working class and women have been viewed now in the twenty first century and then.  

Feminists believe that women workers are exploited to a higher level than men. The United Kingdom has revealed at the beginning of 2018, a proportion of companies are paying men near three quarter times more than women. Only 11% of companies pay their employees equally while an astonishing 74% of men are paid more in other companies. The BBC entertainment television company revealed that they hold a 9% pay gap. This proves that popular companies like the BBC are proving that women are exploited still whilst British capitalists and industries save money. Women are victims of maltreatment socially and lawfully. Gloria Allred is a women’s rights solicitor from the United States that is fighting for women who have been mistreated by high-profile men that are guilty of sexual misconduct. She stated this year, 'Men who have been wrongdoers are living in fear' ( anon. (n.d.): „America's top feminist lawyer, Gloria Allred: 'Men who ...). She’s well known for representing women who have been mistreated by men such as Bill Cosby and Donald Trump, who seem to be abusing their power and authority. Gloria Allred believes that men have been hurting women through their sense of arrogance and need to be made accountable of their action as the time has come for women to win justice and accountability. Since 1976, Ms.Allred has been specialising in women’s rights, discrimination and sexual misconduct. Experiencing sexual assault herself, she wants change for women to win justice and to have the rights that men receive.  

Women have been held back from achieving full equality that they deserve in societies around the world. Between the 1960s and the 1970s, feminists looked at new ways to analyse the oppression that was around them, which often meant that deceitful powers were forcing oppression on women in society. Simone de Beauvoir and Mary Wollenstonecraft were two feminists that inspired feminists in the sixties and seventies to fight against sexism and all the other oppressions towards women. Oppression has not only been an issue elsewhere but in the United Kingdom, when women such as Christabel Pankhurst fought in the suffragettes’ movement for women to have equality in the voting system. People like Betty Friedan and Germaine Greer have encouraged women to unite and encouraged sisterhood which has helped change society, law and politics to change. Written literature in the ancient and medieval times, there was evidently oppression toward women in Europe, the African culture and the Middle East. In these times, women did not have any rights legally or politically and men were the ones controlling what happened to the women in their families in almost all societies. In many countries such as Greece, women did not have the basic human rights. To own a property or participate in a political system was not allowed and women’s movements were limited, to leave their own homes became an issue. Asia were strict on women, they continued the practice of murder and widow suicide ritual in the twentieth century as well in the ancient and medieval ages. Cultures and religions continue to make justification of oppression toward women by attributing sexual power to themselves so that men are in control of maintaining their power. Women in many cultures are often required to cover up their faces and their bodies to keep their purity, proving to men that they are not in control of their own sexual actions. This is one of the many reasons why women’s reproductive functions repulse people. Things such as Childbirth and breastfeeding. These natural things are looked at as disgusting by many people, it is believed that these wholesome actions should be kept privately as women tend to show their bodies during these actions. Sexual violence and other forms of violence are used as a force of coercion to impose sexual contact on an individual who is not interested in having any sexual contact. It is an oppression and will forever maintain an oppression, this is something at happens in many cultures but either way can create terrible traumatic problems and is an oppression that stands. Sexual violence is becoming a regular offence against women globally. 

Many individuals hate the term ‘feminism’. The belief of many is that the term ‘feminism’ is women being better than men. It is a term that men fear as women will become the stronger gender and it is a word associated with forceful, angry and strong women. But according to the Oxford Dictionary, feminism is ‘the advocacy of women's rights on the ground of the equality of the sexes’ (feminism | Definition of feminism in English by Oxford Dictionaries). Feminism is a term that is in the mouths of most of the people, an international term that is spoken about negatively and positively. Millions of people outwardly and inwardly do not support the idea of equal rights and opportunities between both genders. Thousands feel as if equality for women has been reached and the other thousands disagree that there are continuing efforts and to support equality. Many view being a feminist as negative’.  It the equivalency of men losing power, authority, economic opportunities and impact on others. This theory of equality, is all about the equality of men and women not the ‘sameness’. Many offer the subject that women are not the ‘same’ as men therefore are not equal. It could be said that the difference between a woman and a man is their bodies and their different physical capabilities mean inequality. The discussion of importance to understand that to be the ‘same’ does not mean ‘equal’. Women are humans and ought to be accessed to equal civil rights and equal opportunities. It is questionable as to why women and men should have the same physicality to gain the equality in opportunities and civil rights in politics, economics and socially. An ideology by life coach and feminist, Kathy Caprino emphasises that if two young boys were in a classroom, one was physically weaker and stronger and the other taller and physically strong, it is doubtable that the physically smaller and weaker boy would not allowed to access to learning, have the same rules as the other child, access to school facilities, to be taken advantage of and to the classroom and other resources. This would be unequal, unfair and most likely, ridiculous. It is questionable as to why this the physicality of a person would differ their opportunities in life. Continuing the physicality theme, girls in education are asked to wear a dress code that can be body shaming and affect them in the future. Girls are asked to wear shorts underneath their school dresses or skirts so that boys will be unable to put their hands up them, called ‘upskirting’, which is a clear invasion of privacy. This proves that sexual harassment has clearly been normalised in adolescents and that being in school and wearing a skirt is no longer safe for girls. Many boys need help to help their egotistical minds that this sort of behaviour is unacceptable and will never be accepted in society. A discussion is needed as to why their inappropriate behaviour can devastate girls. Although girls wearing shorts underneath their skirts has limited the amount of humiliation for girls, boys need to get the help and have better sexual education and have a better understanding on relationships between one human and another, learn the rights and wrongs and gain respect for girls through the understanding both genders are human, both genders have the rights of their body. Although sexual harassment is not an offence in the United Kingdom and needs to be considered as an offence.  It could be said that the power of the Sexual Violence 2003 is not enough as sexual harassment is still a violation to their living. Gina Martin a victim of ‘upskirting’ is fighting to update to the act needs to be considered as it is not only women who are affected but young girls. Updating the act could increase the chances of less sexual violence for future generations and current generations. As an author Charles Handy has said, ‘Anything that takes us out of our comfort zones for a while can act as a reminder that the past we are used to may not be our best future’. (Forbes. Forbes Magazine) Handys quote could help the realisation that strict legislations can lessen sexual harassment and violence. 

For generations women have had to fight to have the equivalent rights to men socially, politically and economically. In comparison to the 1920s when Christabel Pankhurst battled for women to have rights in the voting system, these past years have changed for the better. Feminists fight for liberation and to get rid of the oppression and ‘othering’. Being paid less than a man, being sexually harassed, not having the opportunity or choice to be educated are all oppressions that women are facing at this day and age. Girls from as young as eleven are being sexually harassed in schools by boys their own age and this goes to show that boys are looking at girls as frail and powerless by putting their hands up skirts. Globally, women have united as victims of sexual violence and harassment by the ‘Times Up’ Campaign. This campaign will hopefully help women speak out about their experiences as they realise they are not alone and sexual violence is not an unspoken subject. The gender we are born, is not subject to what our rights should be. To be a woman should not mean that their bodies are insignificant to others, that they are incapable of earning more money than a man and to education. Oprah Winfrey claimed that ‘a new day is on the horizon’ as women across the world unite to make a better future for girls like Malala who have fought to write an essay, girls to go to school untouched and women to be respected as they are as strong as a man even if not physically visible. Women and men are not the same, they are different to look at and speak to but both genders are human which means they are equal.
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